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Lebanese army fires at Israeli 
ship off Lebanon 

TYRE (AFP) — Lebanese troops loosed off heavy 
machine gun fire at an Israeli ship sailing in Lebanese 
territorial waters for the second time in three days on 
Tuesday, Lebanese police said. The troops opened fire 
on the ship sailing less than two kilometres off the Tyre 
beach for more than 10 minutes, the police said On 
Sunday, Lebanese soldiers stationed at another observa- 
tion post farther south also opened fire on an Israeli ship. 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai visited 
Israel’s self-declared “security zone" in south Lebanon 
Tuesday and warned the Lebanese army against attack- 
ing his forces. “If the Lebanese army opens fire, the 
Israeli army will return fire" Mr. Mordechai told 
reporters. He went on to stress however that Israel is 
“not looking for confrontation” with the Lebanese army. 



200 people murdered in 
Algeria — witnesses 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Islamist rebels slaughtered 
between 180 and 200 people in an Algiers suburb 
overnight, survivors said Tuesday, describing scenes 
of "unimaginable butchery." An official statement 
however put the toll at 85 dead, which alone would 
make the killing one of the bloodiest in more than five 
years of civil war. Most of the victims were said to be 
women and children. Many had their throats slit or 
were burned alive. "All the bodies have been lined up 
on the ground, some of them under blankets. It is 
unimaginable txuchery," a resident said, as the bodies 
were placed in a school, temporarily serving as a 
morgue. Also on Tuesday, a bomb exploded in a cafe 
east of Algiers, killing at least two people and wound- 
ing several, witnesses said. 
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King warns of dire consequences 
if extremists, on both sides, win 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day warned that extremists 
on both the Israeli and Arab 
sides would push the region 
rewards a new catastrophe 
with devastating conse- 
quences like those thai befell 
the Arabs in past wars. 

“The minority who are 
committing acts of terror 
these days — on the Israeli or 
Arab side — are driving the 
region towards a new cata- 
strophe- with the West Bank 
and Gaza inhabitants being 
the victims,” said the King in 
an address to a public rally 
held in Jerash and attended 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salara 
Majali and senior officials 
and local dignitaries. 

The King asked “Do these 
terrorist acts, which are 
designed to bring about a rep- 
etition of the tragedies of 
1948 and 1967 serve our secu- 
rity. our rights and our home- 
land?” 

“We are for a just, compre- 
hensive and honourable 
peace which will help the 
Palestinian people regain 
their rights on their national 
soil, not another catastrophe 
that would result in the Pales- 
tinians having a substitute 
homeland on other countries' 
lands ” the King asserted 

“Do the acts of terrorism 
serv e our security, our home- 
land and our rights? Can Jor- 
dan absorb additional hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
migrants or refugees ai a rime 


when we lack enough water 
to the present population? Do 
acts of terror represent a 
manifestation of patriotism?" 
asked the King. 

“We have to think about the 
present situation with a 
strategic vision, a vision 
towards the future and ask 
where do these acts lead us,” 
added the King who stressed 
the need for strengthening 
national unity and working 
together for die benefit of 
future generations. 

Referring to domestic 
issues, the King warned 
against those who exploit 
their positions, or political 
parties or groups for their 
own selfish interests. 

“In our democratic life and 
political pluralism we open 
the door for all to think of 
ways to enhance the democ- 
ratic life but we cannot accept 
the idea of persons exploiting 
their affili ation to certain par- 
ties or groups and exploit 
people, neither can we accept 
or allow such persons to act 
upon directions from outside 
the country” stressed the 
King. 

'Those who feel that they 
want to take pride in Islam 
and to be true Muslims 
should join us so thru we can 
all serve this faith as best as 
we can and carry out our duty 
in defending the religion ” the 
King said. 

"We consider the citizens 
of this country — Muslims 
and Christians alike — to 
have equal rights and we all 


form a united family,” said 
the King who added that 
Islam is an extension to the 
other monotheistic faiths. 

King Hussein referred to 
the peace process saying that 
“Jordan opted for peace 
because peace is at the heart 
of our religion. But we seek a 
just and honourable peace, a 
peace that guarantees the 
rights of the Palestinians in 
returning to their homeland 
and to receiving compensa- 
tion.” 

Referring to the 1997 elec- 
tions, King Hussein said that 
all Jordanians of various ori- 
gins have the right and are 
duty-bound to take part in the 
coming elections and in 
choosing their representa- 
tives to the Bth Parliament. 

“We cannot accept a situa- 
tion whereby some people 
vote for a number of persons 
and others are allowed only 
to vote for only one or two. 
This is chaos that we cannot 
accept because it contravenes 
the provisions of the Consti- 
tution,” added the King. 

At the outset of his visit to 
Jerash, King Hussein laid die 
foundation stone for a tradi- 
tional handicraft market set 
up on 800 square metres. 

The new market, which is 
being built by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, wifi 
provide service to the tourists 
who buy souvenirs and sup- 
port local people who make 
them. 



His Majesty King Hussein shakes "Bands wiflihis 
subjects during his visit to the anderit city of Jersah, 
Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Israel claims identifying Jerusalem bombers 
as it continues sweeping West Bank, arrests 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


9-year-old girl hurt 
by Israeli bullet in 
east Jerusalem 


ISRAEL SAID on Tuesday it 
had conclusive proof that four 
bombers in Jerusalem suicide 
attacks that killed 20 Israelis 
were West Bank Palestinians 
from Hamas. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said security intelli- 
gence and genetic tests showed 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat had been wrong to 
assert the five bombers in the 
two attacks had come from 
abroad. 

"One thing is clear — that 
these people came from the 
West Bank. They didn't come 
from abroad, contrary to what 
was said by Arafat and the 
Palestinian [National) Authori- 
ty.” Mr. Netanyahu told 
reporters. 

Mr. Neunvahu's office 
issued a statement saving the 
four, all in their 20s. lived in 
Asira Shamaiiya. a Palestinian 
West Bank town of 12.000 
near Nablus. It said the identi- 
fication was based on intelli- 
gence information and DNA 
genetic tests. 

“The general security ser- 
vices. aided by the biological 
lab of the government forensic 
institute... have identified four 
of the five suicide bombers." 
tile statement said, adding 
other members of the group 
might still cany out attacks 
soon. 

A 35-year-old resident of the 
West Bank town. Mustafa 
Suleiman Shouii, said the four 
men had appeared in the town 
before the bombings but had 
not been seen since. Israel 
identified them as Muawiya 
Jarara, 23. Bashar Savvalhu. 24. 
Yousscf Shouii. 22. and Tawfiq 
Yassin, 25. Neither Mr. 
Netanyahu nor the statement 
said anything about the fifth 
bomber. 

Palestinian and Israeli securi- 
ty officials will meet late Tues- 
day in Ramallah to discuss 
cooperation after Israel identi- 
fied four of the suicide 


bombers who carried out 
recent attacks in Jerusalem, 
Palestinian officials said. The 
two sides will meet, most like- 
ly with U.S. representatives, at 
1 2:00 p.m.. the officials said. 

Israeli security services had 
for three days held the town 
under siege while hunting for 
clues to the attacks at die out- 
door Mahane Yehuda market 
on July 30 and at a cafe-lined 
downtown mall on September 
4. residents said. 

Palestinian officials said Mr. 
Arafat called an emergency 
security meeting on Tuesday 
night following the disclosure 
of the men's identities. 

In Gaza on Tuesday. Abdul 
.Aziz Rantissi, a Hamas leader, 
said that even though Asira 
Shamaiiya was under Palestin- 
ian civilian control, the town 
remained under Israeli security 
control and so Mr. Netanyahu 
should be held accountable. 

"Netanyahu has to face his 
people with the truth instead of 
trying to escape by blaming the 
Palestinian [National J Authori- 
ty. The aggression he carried 
out on the village of Asira 
Shamaiiya is the real answer 
that it was and still is under 
Netanyahu's security control. 
Therefore he should stop run- 
ninc away from facing his 
responsibilities.” Mr. Rantissi 
told Reuters. 

Israeli military censors 
barred publication of details 
for days. Mr. Netanyahu said 
on Tuesday the security ser- 
vices needed the time to com- 
plete the identifications. Most 
reports ramming out of Israel 
and the West Bank yesterday 
were also censored by Israel s 
military. 

The four had been arrested 
by the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAJ in a crack- 
down on Hamas follow ing sui- 
cide attacks that killed 57 peo- 
ple in Israel in 1996 but had 
escaped from a Palestinian 
prison in September last year, 
the Israeli statement said. 

Israel's chief of army intelli- 
gence Moshe Yaalon told a 


parliamentary committee earli- 
er in the day that even though 
the town was under Israeli 
security control, the bombers 
were guided by operatives in 
areas under sole Palestinian 
rule. 

In the latest security sweep in 
the northern West Bank, Israel 
rounded up scores of suspected 
Islamists, bringing to some 
500 the number of Palestinians 
arrested since the recent bomb- 
ings. Three hundred of the sus- 
pects were placed under so- 
called administrative detention 
without trial. 

Israel has asked for a one- 
year delay in making further 
troop withdrawals from Pales- 
tinian areas as pan of a pack- 
age of proposals on reviving 
peace talks, an Israeli newspa- 
per reported Tuesday. 

In a document to be present- 
ed to U.S. mediaiors larer 
Tuesday in Washington. Israel 
also offered a three-week halt 
in work on a new Jewish settle- 
ment project in Arab east 
Jerusalem, the Yediot Ahronot 
reported. 

The brief freeze would coin- 
cide with a series of Jewish 
holidays during which work 
would have stopped anyway. 

Stan of work in March on 
the 30,000-unit Jewish settle- 
ment project on the hilltop of 
Jabal Abu Ghneim prompted a 
breakdown in peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Netanyahu has now pro- 
posed to U.S. mediators that all 
three redeployments be carried 
out at the same time in mid- 
1 998, Yediot Ahronot reported. 

The five-point Israeli plan for 
renewing lalks also calls for 
accelerated talks on so-called 
“final status" issues like the 
si 2 e and status of the Palestin- 
ian entity, the fate of Jewish 
settlements and the future of 
Jerusalem be launched on 
Not'ember 1 , it said. A first six- 
month phase of the negotia- 
tions would draw up a “docu- 
ment of principles” to form the 
basis for further talks, it said. 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIANS THREW 
stones at Israeli policemen as 
some 200 schoolchildren 
held a demonstration Tues- 
day outside a new Jewish 
enclave in Arab east 
Jerusalem, Israeli Radio said. 

The protesters blocked the 
road leading to the home in 
the Arab neighbourhood of 
Ras A1 Amoud where a group 
of Jewish religious students 
have been installed. 

Some of them threw stones 
at policemen guarding the 
site. A nine-year-old Palestin- 
ian girl was hurt by a rubber- 
coated bullet fired by Israeli 
police, Palestinian sources 
said 

Fida Maher Abdul Wahid 
wus treated at east 
Jerusalem's Makassed hospi- 
tal for a light leg wound 
caused by the bullet, the 
sources said 

The Israeli religious stu- 
dents were placed in the Arab 
home to replace a group of 
Jewish settlers who had 
occupied it and planned to 
expand it to form a new set- 
tlement in the Arab neigh- 
bourhood 

Also Tuesday. landowners 
in a village outside the West 
Bank town of Ramallah said 
that the Israeli army uprooted 
900 olive and fruit trees 
owned by Palestinians. 

Bulldozers guarded by 
Israeli soldiers tore down the 
trees from the lands connect- 
ed to the villages of Rantis 
and Laban A1 Ghart) i, west of 
Ramallah. on Monday 
evening, the owners told 


Agence France Presse. 

“I tried to stop the bulldoz- 
ers but the soldiers held me 
back, saying the area was a 
closed military area,” said 
Abdullah Nasser, a landown- 
er from Laban AJ GharriL 

The two villages lie near 
the Green Line, which marks 
the boundan hero ecu Israel 
and the Wcm liunk, which 
Israel occupied in 1967. 

There arc several Jewish 
settlements nearby and Israel 
has declared large swathe of 
the area "military' zones” 
where Palestinians are for- 
bidden to develop. 

- Palestinians complain they 
have lost hundreds of 
hectares of agricultural land 
to the military zones. 

Meanwhile, Israel further 
eased a travel ban on Pales- 
tinians from the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip on Tues- 
day. allowing another 8,000 
workers to reach jobs in 
Israel, an army spokesman 
said. 

The move came as Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
were scheduled to begin par- 
allel talks with U.S. media- 
tors in Washington in hopes 
of reviving peace talks 
plunged into crisis by the 
combined effects of Israeli 
settlement policies and ter- 
rorist violence. 

The closure has been grad- 
ually eased over die past two 
weeks to permit merchants, 
health and school workers to 
enter Israel. On Sunday a first 
batch of 4,000 labourers were 
permitted to enter IsraeL 
Before the dampdown, 
65,000 Palestinians had work 
permits for Israel. 


Jordan says it will attend 
Doha’s MENA conference 


CAIRO (AP) — Jordan will 
attend a major regional eco- 
nomic conference, which 
most Arab countries want to 
boycott to protest Israel's 
presence. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Fayez Tarawneh was 
reported Tuesday as saying. 

The AI Hayat newspaper 
quoted Dr. Thrown eh as say- 
ing that his country’s partici- 
pation should not be taken to 
mean that it is Hying to boost 
economic ties with Israel. 

The Jordanian embassy in 
Cairo confirmed Dr. 
Tarawneh made the remarks. 

Recently, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali had said 
that Jordan would follow an 
Arab consensus on attending 
die Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference, scheduled to be 
held in the Qatari capital of 
Doha tins November. 


Dr. Majali had also said 
that the Kingdom would not 
break r anks with the Arabs if 
they decided on a boycott 
But in his statement to Al 
HayaL Dr. Tarawneh main- 
taine d that Jordan’s decision 
“is not a deviation from the 
Arab ranks.” 

‘There is a difference 
between the circumstances of 
one side or another and the 
Arab collective,” he was 
quoted as saying by the 
newspaper, a respected pan- 
Arab daily. 

Such conferences “are not 
Israeli events,” said Dr. 
Tarawneh. ‘The Arabs are 
the majority and... will be the 
ones to decide the outcome of 
events, not Israel.” 

The conference, designed 
to bring together government 
officials as well as regional 
and international business- 


men, would be the fourth 
since the start of the Middle 
East peace process in 1991. 
t Although Israeli presence 
was acceptable to Arab 
nations during the days of 
peacemaking, they are now 
loathe to award Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu with cooperation, 
blaming him for the latest 
break in the peace process 
and plummeting Palestinian- 
Israeli ties. 

Oman is the only nation 
which has confirmed its 
attendance. 

During a meeting of the 
Arab League foreign minis- 
ters on Saturday, Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat urged 
Arabs not to improve rela- 
tions with Israel as long as 
the peace process remains 
deadlocked. 


Wounded Israelis flown home 
as police search for assailants 


AMMAN (AFP) — Two 
Israeli embassy security 
guards wounded in an 
ambush here Monday were 
flown home by an Israeli 
helicopter on Tuesday as the 
authorities pursued the hunt 
for their assailants. 

- Moshe Levine, 27, and 
Ivfikhal KfiaaarT24,~bodi of 
whom suffered minor leg 
injuries in the attack, were 
evacuated from a medical 
centre here by an Israeli heli- 
copter with two doctors' on 
board, officials said. 

They were expected to be 
flown to Tel Aviv. 

Meanwhile, a senior offi- 
cial said that the authorities 
have so far drawn a blank in 
their bid to track down the 
gunmen who shot and 
wounded the two Israelis in 
Amman Monday. 


‘The Jordanian security 
forces are continuing the 
search in several regions for 
the attackers,” said the offi- 
cial who asked to remain 
anonymous. 

He told Agence France 
Presse that the authorities 
now believed there were 
probably three people 
involved in Monday’s attack, 
not two as originally thought 

The authorities said the two 
Israelis returned fire ai the 
cream-coloured Hyundai car 
carrying the attackers, shat- 
tering the windshield and 
injuring at least one of the 
car’s occupants. 

The Jordanian official said 
helicopters were scrambled 
immediately after the attack 
in a bid to pinpoint the 
Hyundai but without suc- 
cess. 


“The traffic was very heavy 
which allowed the vehicle to 
slip through unnoticed,” he 
said. 

The attack occurred at 7:50 
a.m. in a residential neigh- 
bourhood of western 
Amman, officials said. 

The attack was the first 
against Israelis in Amman 
since Jordan and Israel 
signed a peace treaty in Octo- 
ber 1994. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
called the attack “upsetting 
and degrading” and said 
“such actions are not part of 
the moral values of Jordani- 
ans.” 

The Jordanian government 
has also pledged to use “an 
iron fist” against anyone 
seeking to destabilise the 
country through such attacks 


Government asks Higher Court of 
Justice to reject weeklies’ law suit 


By Amy Henderson 

Special lo the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — On b ehalf of 
the government, the Attorney 
General, asked the Higher 
Court of Justice yesterday to 
reject a case filed against it in 
late July by five weekly news- 
papers for issuing “unconsti- 
tutional” amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publications 
Law last May. 

In his response to the joint 
petition filed in court by Al 
Majd, Al Sabeel Al Bilad. Al 
Ha da th and Sawt Al Mara’, 
the Attorney General's office 
said that it “rejected [the 
papers'] motion because the 
law. for which [the papers] 
called for the suspension or 
cancellation, does not vio- 
late... any article of the Jor- 
danian Constitution. 

“[The law] does not infringe 
upon the rights and freedoms 
of citizens and/or the freedom 
of press and publications,” 
said the response, a copy of 
which was made available to 
the Jordan Times. 

The weekly newspapers 
filed their case against the 
government on the grounds 
that amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law violate 
Article 15 of the Constitution, 
which guarantees the freedom 
of expression and prevents the 
suspension of publication and 
revocation of newspapers’ 
permits. The same article 
allows limited censorship of 
newspapers during martial 
law. 

The weekly newspapers 
also assen that the amend- 
ments, issued as a temporary 
law, were enacted unconstitu- 
tionally according to Article 


94, which stales thai “in cases 
where the National Assembly 
is not sitting or is dissolved, 
the Council of Ministers has 
the power to issue provisional 
laws covering of matters 
which require necessary mea- 
sures, which admit of no 
delay or which necessitate 
expenditure incapable of post- 
ponement. 

“Such provisions, which 
shall not be contrary to the 
Constitution, shall have the 
force of law, provided that 
they are placed before the 
Assembly at the beginning of 
its next session, and the 
Assembly can amend or 
approve such laws. . " 

The weeklies have argued 
that the government (fid not 
meet these conditions in 
enacting the law. 

When the weekly newspa- 
pers filed the case, they also 
requested in the petition thai 
the courts suspend foe law's 
implementation until a ruling 
on the constitutional issues 
brought forward by the peti- 
tion. The court rejected this 
request in July, and constitu- 
tional experts following the 
case at the time expressed 
reservations thai die newspa- 
pers would be successful in 
their bid to challenge the law. 

However. Hussein Mjalli, 
president of the Jordan Bar 
Association and one of three 
lawyers working on the week- 
lies’ case, said thai he hoped 
that the recent change of chief 
justice at the higher court was 
a positive indicator for a liber- 
al interpretation of the Consti- 
tution with re g ards to the case. 

‘T believe [Judge Farouk 
Kilani's] appointment is a sig- 
nal of a positive trend,” he 


said. “We will know in a few 
days what the court itself 
looks like.” 

According to another 
lawyer working on behalf of 
the weeklies, the government 
should have responded to the 
petition nearly six weeks ago, 
- and has only done so after 
much insistence by the courts. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the court this week should 
appoint a committee to review 
the case and decide whether 
or not it could make a ruling. 

In a related development. 
Minister of State for Informa- 
tion Affairs Samir Mutawi 
yesterday announced that the 
Ministry of Information will 
begin notifying weekly news- 
papers, who have not “adjust- 
ed their status in line with the 
amended press law. within the 
coming 48 hours.” 

Dr. Mutawi made the 
announcement following a 
regular Cabinet session yes- 
terday and after newspaper 
reports Tuesday morning bad 
speculated that the govern- 
ment had already taken a deci- 
sion on which weekly news- 
papers would close down. 

Official sources have said 
that the government decided 
that as many as 18 weekly 
newspapers have been ruled 
not in compliance with the 
amendments. 

Dr. Mutawi said that the 
committee charged with 
reviewing the papers’ finan- 
cial status “has found many 
financial and legal violations, 
and thar some newspapers 
presented inaccurate docu- 
mentation which the commit- 
tee is currently examining and 
might refer to the courts” 


/ 
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Syria preparing for quick resumption 
of peace talks with Israel, report says 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
diplomats have informed 
Israel that Syria is willing 
to resume in the near 
future peace talks with 
Israel which broke off 18 
months ago. the Yediot 
Ahronot newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

The U.S. embassy in 
Damascus said that fol- 
lowing U.S. Secretaiy of 
State Madeleine 

Albright’s visits to Israel 
and Syria earlier this 


month, Syria was prepared 
to renew peace talks in 
Washington under U.S. 
mediation, the newspaper 
reported. 

“We are optimistic due 
to information coming to 
us from Damascus." one 
U.S. diplomat was quoted 
as saying. 

Efforts ro renew negotia- 
tions have stumbled over 
the central issue of Syria’s 
demands for a full return 
of the Golan Heights and 


other territory occupied by 
Israel since the 1967 
Mideast war. 

According to Israeli 
press reports, Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
told Syria via Ms. Albright 
that the negotiations could 
consider all Syrian 
demands, including a 
return to the pre-war 1967 
borders. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused, however, Syrian 
demands that the talks 


resume where they left off 
under Israel’s former 
Labour government 

In those negotiations the 
Israeli side agreed to the 
principle of a withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights in 
exchange for security 
guarantees and a full 
peace with Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu has never 
stated a willingness to 
return the Golan under any 
conditions. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat’s plane damaged by mobile staircase 


CAIRO (AP) — The private plane of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat was damaged Monday by a mobile stair- 
case, Cairo airport officials said. The unmanned staircase 
vehicle rolled into the Jet Star plane, damaging 30 cen- 
timetres of its right wing, as it was parked at Cairo air- 
port - The senior airport security officer, Mohammed 
Hedaya. has ordered a full investigation, officials said. 
The driver will be questioned as to whether he forgot to 
put on the brakes before he left the vehicle. President 
Arafat last used the plane when he flew to Gaza City on 
Sunday after attending an Arab League meeting in Cairo. 
The plane then returned to Cairo, where it is kept 


International defence fair opens in Ttirkey 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Nearly 200 arms producers from 
more than 30 countries put their weapons systems and 
military equipment on show Tuesday as an international 
defence industry fair opened near here. Turkish Defence 
Minister Ismet Sezgin inaugurated IDEF-97. and senior 
defence ministry officials from nearly 20 countries are 
present in Ankara during the fair that will close Friday. A 
spokesman for the organising committee said the compa- 
nies taking part were mostly seeking markets in Turkey 
and other countries in the region. Turkey announced in 
April that it would spend nearly $31 billion on defence 
procurement over the next 10 years. Its top programmes 
include local production with foreign partners of up to 
145 attack helicopters, 1,000 tanks, five frigates and 24 
F-16 fighter planes and the purchase of four early warn- 
ing aircraft A similar defence industry fair was organised 
in Ankara in 1995. 


U.S. air force bombers to fly over Kuwait 


KUWAIT (AP; — Two U.S. air force B-l bombers will 
fly over Kuwait this week to conduct a simulated bomb- 
ing raid near the Iraqi border, toe American embassy 
announced Monday. An embassy statement said the over- 
flight scheduled for Wednesday, was "a demonstration 
of ongoing U.S. commitment to Kuwait" The United 
States led toe international coalition that drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait in February 1991 after a seven- 
month occupation. The two countries signed a 10-year 
defence agreement after toe Gulf war. The bombers and 
their two supporting KC-135 tankers are from toe 366 
composite wing at Mountain Home Air Force Base in 
Idaho. They will make the overflight on their way to 
Bahrain where they are due to train with toe Bahraini air 
force and toe U.S. air expeditionary force. Hie bombers 
usually fly nonstop missions of more than 30 hours. 


Subway wall collapses in Tehran 


TEHRAN (AP) — The wall of a subway tunnel under 
construction in Tehran's carpet market collapsed Tues- 
day. damaging four shops and part of toe street, news 
reports and officials said. Two people were injured and 
relief workers are clearing debris to check if any more 
victims are trapped, said an official of Metro Tehran. He 
spoke on condition of anonymity. He said a burst water 
pipe had weakened toe shaft, which collapsed creating a 
20-raetre-deep hole. The official Isl amic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said four shops were damaged when 
about two metres off Kbayam street, toe main carpet 
market in Iran's capital, caved in. 


‘Investor plans water 
pipeline from Turkey 
via Syria to Israel’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
is backing a project to ship 
water from Turkey via a 
pipeline which would pass 
through Syrian territory, toe 
Haaretz newspaper report- 
ed on Tuesday. 

The project is the brain- 
child of Ronald Lauder, a 
former U.S. ambassador to 
Austria and scion of toe 
Estee Lauder cosmetics 
empire who is also a close 
associate of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, toe 
newspaper said. 

According to Haaretz. 
Mr. Netanyahu and Nation- 
al Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon have both 
given their backing to toe 
plan to help alleviate seri- 
ous water shortages in 
Israel. 

Mr. Lauder reportedly 
discussed his idea recently 
with Syria's ambassador to 
Washington, Walid 


Muallem, and believes the 
project could be undertaken 
in parallel with a resump- 
tion of Israeli-Syrian peace 
talks which have been sus- 
pended since early 1996. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

launched a new bid to 
revive the peace talks dur- 
ing her mission to the 
region earlier this month. 

Efforts to renew negotia- 
tions -have stumbled over 
toe central issue of Syria’s 
demands for a full return of 
the Golan Heights and 
other territory occupied by 
Israel since toe 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

Messrs Lauder, and 
Netanyahu met this week in 
Vienna where toe Israeli 
prime minister attended 
inaugural ceremonies for a 
new Jewish primary school 
financed by the American 
businessman. 



INJURED ISRAELIS LEAVE: Major General Adel Shreideh, director of the A! Hussein Medical Centre, shakes 
hands with Moshi Levine and Amikan Hadar before their departure from Amman to Israel by a civilian heli- 
copter on lUesdav. Hie two Israeli embassy guards were wounded in a shooting in Amman on Monday (Reuters 
photo) 


Somaliland’s former leader expelled 


HARGEISA(AFP) — 
Authorities in the self-pro- 
claimed Republic of Soma- 
liland have expelled for- 
mer regional leader Abdul- 
Rahman Ahmad All “Tuur ’ 
for allegedly trying to oust 
them, , officials said Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Tuur, who generally 
lives in the Somali capital 
Mogadishu, left Hargeisa 
in the north early Tuesday 
to beat a 24-hour deporta- 
tion deadline issued by 
President Mohammad 
Ibrahim Egal's govern- 


ment. 

He went to Hargeisa on 
Sept. 9 and called for a fed- 
eral system in Somalia. His 
utterances were interpreted 
in toe north as meaning 
that he did not support 
Somaliland’s secession 
from the rest of the coun- 
try, which has been divided 
among rival warlords since 
the 1991 ouster of dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre. 

Mr. Tuur declared Soma- 
lia’s northwestern region 
independent following toe 
end of the Bane regime. 


but he later abandoned 
secession and formed an 
alliance with then south 
Mogadishu strongman 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and became one of 
the latter’s five “vice presi- 
dents.” 

Gen. Aideed was fatally 
wounded in clan fighting 
last year and succeeded by 
his son Hussein 'Moham- 
mad Aideed. 

Mr. Egal said Mr. Tuur 
was trying to topple his 
“government" and reignite 
clan warfare in Soma- 


liland. Mr. Tuur was also 
accused of trying to smug- 
gle fake currency. 

Observers here fear that 
members of Mr. Turn's 
Habr-Younis sub-clan will 
react angrily to his depor- 
tation and resume their 
fight against Mr. Egal’s 
Habr Awal sub-group. 

Both factions are sub- 
groups of toe Jssak clan 
dominant in northern 
Somalia. They signed a 
peace agreement slx 
months ago after two years 
of clashes. 


Britain says Kuwait Sea 
Skua missile deal signed 


KUWAIT (R) — British 
Defence Secretary George 
Robertson announced 
Tuesday toe sale to Kuwait 
of British Aerospace PLC 
BA.L Sea Skua missile 
systems. 

"This is excellent news." 
Mr. Robertson said of toe 
deal in a news release. 

The minister did not dis- 
close the value of the con- 
troversial contract but 
industry executives told 
Reuters it was worth some 
$150 million. 

Mr. Robertson arrived in 
Kuwait Mooday for toe 
first visit to toe region by a 
British cabinet minister 
since toe Labour Party won 
power in May elections. 

Kuwaiti parliamentarians 
have clashed with the gov- 
ernment over toe past cou- 
ple of years in debates on 
toe deal, questioning a 


decision to drop a cheaper 
offer by France's Aerospa- 
tiale Aeip. CN for MM- 15 
missiles. 

The Sea Skua deal is 
made up of two main con- 
tracts — one with Britain 
for $72 million for toe pur- 
chase of the missiles, and 
another with French Ship- 
builder Constructions 
Mecaniques De Normandie 
(CMN) for Sea Skua 
launchers and install ation 
worth $78 milli on. 

Earlier Tuesday execu- 
tives told Reuters that the 
final signing of the com- 
plex deal was completed 
with CMN for missile 
launchers and installation. 

One said Kuwait signed a 
($78 million) deal with 
CMN for toe purchase and 
installation of toe launch- 
ers on eight fast patrol ves- 
sels bought from CMN in 


1995 for $500 million. 
CMN would purchase toe 
launchers from British 
Aerospace. 

Kuwait and CMN had 
initialled the deal earlier in 
September. 

Western industry sources 
earlier told Reuters that 
Kuwait and Britain had 
signed a deal in August 
worth about ($72 million) 
for toe purchase of Sea 
Skua missiles. 

The first of toe 42- metre 
vessels ordered by Kuwait 
rolled out from CMN’s 
construction hall in Febru- 
ary and sources said three 
vessels were now ready for 
delivery. Each ship will 
cany two Sea Skua launch- 
ers — some of which will 
be fitted in Kuwait, sources 
said. 

Ahead of parliament’s 
two-month recess on July 


30, MPs had also ques- 
tioned a reported Kuwaiti 
inclination to buy tracked 
Chinese Howitzer 155mm 
guns. Britain, the United 
States and South Africa are 
all trying hard to secure toe 
contract. 

Washington and London, 
which led toe 1991 Gulf 
war to free Kuwait of a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion, have urged their tiny 
ally to drop the Chinese 
offer. 

Mr. Robertson Monday 
told a news conference that 
he discussed toe guns deal 
with his Kuwaiti hosts in 
addition to a naval basic 
training contract, a plan to 
upgrade Kuwait's 1 2 

British Hawk 64 aircraft 
and possibly ordering new 
Hawks. 


Yemeni dissident 
harassed at airport 


CAIRO (AP) — Yemeni 
security police confiscated 
toe political writings of a dis- 
sident as he was leaving 
Yemen for Egypt, the dissi- 
dent and a human rights 
group said Monday. 

"They took every single 
piece of paper I had," Ahmad 
Abdullah Assofi told the 
Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview here. 

Mr. Assofi said the security 
police searched him at the 
airport of Sanaa, the Yemeni 
capital, as he was about to 
board a plane on Sept 17. 

The police seized the 160- 
page manuscript of his book 
“Authority Intellect" a col- 
lection of papers on democ- 
racy in the Arab World, with 
particular focus on Yemen. 

Mr. Assofi, a journalist- 
turned-human rights activist 
was planning to have the 
book published in Cairo. 

The police also confiscated 


reports compiled by his pro- 
democracy institute on 
alleged government vote-rig- 
ging during toe Yemeni par- 
liamentary elections in May. 

He was then allowed to 
board the plane for Cairo, 
where he addressed a confer- 
ence on democracy in the 
Arab World that ended Sun- 
day. 

The Cairo-based Regional 
Programme for Human 
Rights said it condemned the 
“harassment" of Mr. Assofi 
as a breach of the 
International Covenant of 
Civil and Political Rights, to 
which Yemen is a signatory. 

The group said toe treat- 
ment meted out to Mr. Assofi 
was a reaction to a report on 
the elections and government 
“malpractice" by toe Yemeni 
Institute for Democratic 
Development Mr. Assofi is 
toe secretary-general of toe 
institute. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773U1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Jonny Quest 

14:30 Super Dave 

15:00 Secrets of Treasur Island 

15:30 Spell Binder 

16:00 Monsters Today 

16:30 Border Town 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19i30 News Headlines 

- Neighbours 

20:00 — Soldier’s Diary 

20:30 ....Oraph Winfrey Show 

21:10 Challenges 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 Land's End 

23:15 American Gothic 

23:59 End of T.X. 



PRAYER TIMES 


04:03 Fajr 

05:20 (Sunrise jDuha 

11:28 Dhuhr 

14:55 'Asr 

17:35 Maghreb 

18:53 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 


Tara Sanctu Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International 
Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel, 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
.675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 23 per 
cent, Aqaba 45 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 
661757. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by [he 
Department of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail during 
the day becoming cool at night 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, it will be 
dusty, winds northerly active, 
and seas calm. 

Amman 15/30 

Aqaba ... 22/34 

Deserts 14/32 

Jordan Valley ....21/35 


Dr. Ghaleb Zawsddefa -.736011 

Dr. Ihwfiq Qab’ain 623029 

Dr. Awni Hawamdeh — 832350 
Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 699440 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S9028Q 

AI Asena pharmacy 637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Naironkb pharmacy 623672 

N^jib pharmacy -847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazes AbuBaldr .276852 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .-..985550 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 


Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TYaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints «... 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan IfelevisioD .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 66913 1 


University Hospital 845845 
AEMuasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdafi 66612607 

Al-AhH, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen77710L/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

~Army,Marka 891611/15 

-Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)9 867 32 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 
109)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


mation. department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port TeL (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:05 .Damascus (RJ) 

08:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 J-amacaiRJ) 

09:45 -Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

14:55 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:40 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Rome (RJ) 

18:10 .Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

18:10 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:00 Paris, Brussles (RJ) 

19:30.. Tunis (add) (RJ) 


15 JO Dubai (EK) 

16:00 Doha (QR) 

18:30 Istanbul. Damascus (PK) 

19:40 London <GA) 

20:10 Beirut(ME) 

20:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

22:30 -Athens (OA) 

04:15 .Ankara (TK) 

06:50 Amsterdam(GA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIAj (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv 

(RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QA1A) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RWl 

22:50 Amman (Marks Air- 
port) (RW) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


23:40 

00:05 

Beirut (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:15 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 
10:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah AY) 

11:00 . 
12:10 
12:15.. 


Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

12:50 


13:30 



This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 


14:05 Vienna (OS.) 

15:20 Algiers (AH) 


DEPARTURES 

06:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:00 Amsterdam, New 

York (RJ) • 

0*50 Rome (RJ) 

11:00 Berlin. London (RJ) 

U =30 Tunis (add) (RJ) 

U:45 Instabul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

20=00 Beirut (RJ) 

20=00 New Delhi (RJ) 

20=10 -Cairo (RJ) 

20:10 - Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 


20:15 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

20:45 

21:15 


Other Flights 

07:45 


07:50. 


08:25 


09:00 

11:00. 

11:50 

Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
..Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 

12:30 

Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 

13:15. 

..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:10 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30. 

Tunis (TU) 

14:50 

16:20 


16:45 


16:50 

JDoha (QR) 

19:15 

20:40 

Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

22:55 .. Damascus, Paris (AF) 
23:25 Damascus, Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00.. 

Athens (OA) 

05:15.. 

Istanbul (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Marks Air- 

port) (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (R^ 

09:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (*#>. 
16:45 .... Amman (Marks 
port) (RW) 

17:55 .Tel Aviv '(B? 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) ® 
21:50 _Aqaba 
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Regular Cabinet session examines 
three-year agricultural strategy 


HOUSING CONTRACT SIGNED: Housing and Urban Development Corporation 
IHUDC) Director General Yousef Hiyasat and director generals of two local firms 
Tuesday sign two agreements to construct 300 housing units in Abu Nuseir Hous- 
ing Estate. Under the agreements, a joint venture grouping Fawwaz Trading Com- 
pany, Akram Ramadan Establishment, and the Great Jerusalem Establishment 
will construct 300 housing units on a 54-dunum plot "of land in the housing estate 
northwest of Amman (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday held a 
regular session during 
which the ministers lis- 
tened to a draft national 
strategy on agriculture 
covering the period until 
the year 2000. 

The draft strategy was 
presented by Minister of 
Agriculture Mijhem 

Khreisha, who said it con- 
tains plans for increasing 
Jordan’s self-reliance in 
providing food, utilising 
inputs, especially water 
resources, more efficient- 
ly, protecting the environ- 
ment. increasing farmers' 
income and improving 
their living conditions, 
directing agricultural pro- 
duction to fill the needs of 
foreign markets. and 
encouraging agro-industri- 


New South Korean ambassador ‘Personal 
urges reciprocal embassy in Seoul reasons 


AMMAN (Petra 1 — South 
Korea's ambassador desig- 
nate to Jordan Lee Kong 
Wo Tuesday urged the 
Kingdom to establish an 
embassy in Seoul to help 
promote political and eco- 
nomic relations between 
the two peoples. 

An embassy in Seoul 
would help market the 
Kingdom’s Tourist attrac- 
tions in South Korea, orient 
the Korean people about 
the Kingdom's culture, and 
increase trade and other 
exchanges with the coun- 
try, the ambassador said. 


He said nearly 30,000 
South Koreans visit the 
Middle East annually, of 
whom only 2,000 come to 
Jordan. 

The opening of a Jordan- 
ian embassy would 
increase the number of 
Korean tourists to the 
Kingdom, he continued. 

Mr. Wo expressed his 
country's readiness to 
strengthen its ties with Jor- 
dan and help it acquire 
modern technology, which 
he said had enabled South 
Korea's annual per capita 
income to rise from $1,000 


in 19SS to $10,000 in 1995. 

Mr. Wo. who has just 
arrived here to assume his 
post as ambassador of 
South Korea, said an 
embassy in Seoul could 
benefit the Kingdom by 
organising seminars and 
other activities that open up 
more prospects for bilateral 
cooperation in various 
fields. Seoul is ready to 
place its own experiments 
under Jordan's disposal to 
give impetus to economic 
development, he said. 


Conference explores implications 
of EU- Jordanian partnership 


By Amy Henderson and 
Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special lo the Ionian Tunes 

AMMAN — European offi- 
cials and Jordanian private 
sector representatives contin- 
ued a discourse yesterday on 
the future of Euro- Jordanian 
economic relations. 

Speakers at the conference 
on Jordan’s pending associa- 
tion agreement with the EU 
addressed concerns and uncer- 
tainties of the agreement’s 
effects on the local economy. 

The two-day conference, 
“Jordan and the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
Agreement," hosted jointly by 
the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce (ACI) and the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, drew a 
full house and active audience 
participation. 

The event coincided with an 
announcement that Jordan and 
the EU will sign an associa- 
tion agreement in November, 
paving the way for free trade 
with Europe, a feat expected 
also to boost the country's bid 
for membership in the World 
Trade Organisation. 

Both require Jordan to 
upgrade its industrial capabili- 
ties and services industry in 
short order to be able to take 
full advantage of global trade 
opportunities. 

Yesterday, a European Com- 
mission official urged Jordan 
first and foremost to raise ser- 
vice standards in order to 
accommodate the country's 
growing tourism industry. 

‘Tourists are expecting high 
service standards in addition 
to the natural beauty of this 
country," said Tanja 


Friedrichs, an expen on com- 
mercial trade policy and trade 
in services. “Jordan needs 
good transportation, telecom- 
munication, and banking sys- 
tems that will stimulate the 
country, provide employment 
opportunities and. conse- 
quently. raise the country’s 
service standards." 

Ms. Friedrichs also said the 
success of the agreement 
depends on the ability of Jor- 
dan’s various industries to 
enhance their capabilities in 
order to meet higher stan- 
dards. 

Rainer Uckeley, project 
manager at the Ionian Institute 
for Standards and Metrology, 
urged Jordan to achieve Euro- 
pean standardisation in all sec- 
tors. 

‘There is a huge gap 
between Europe and Jordan in 
technology and catching up 
will be diffi cult,'* he said. He 
encouraged Jordan to loosen 
mandatory standards and 
adopt voluntary' standards, a 
successful tool adopted in 
Europe to achieve fUU eco- 
nomic integration. 

Mr. Uckeley explained 
Europe’s product accredita- 
tion scheme, which is gov- 
erned by accredited bodies 
whose certification is recog- 
nised in all EU member states. 

This, he said, saves on costs 
and eliminates control over 
imported products. 

“It will take two to three 
years before Jordan has the 
technology to create such a 
body,’’ he said. “It will be a 
challenge, but is important 
because [Jordan] needs an 
accredited laboratory." 

Currently, the Royal Scien- 


tific Society is the only such 
organisation in Jordan and 
gives ISO 9000 certification to 
local industries with the help 
of British expertise. 

During the conference, sev- 
eral speakers expressed con- 
cern about Middle Eastern 
countries’ inability to achieve 
economic unity, a prerequisite 
for comprehensive free trade 
with the ELI and a core princi- 
pal of Euro-Mediterranean 
association agreements. 

“We have to wok harder to 
achieve vertical integration 
with European countries and 
horizontal integration with 
neighbouring Arab countries 
said Ministry of Planning Sec- 
retary General Nabil Amman, 
who was key member in nego- 
tiating the terms of associa- 
tion. 

A lack of integration among 
Arab countries would guaran- 
tee continuity of a highly 
unbalanced geopolitical struc- 
ture between each individual 
Mediterranean partner and the 
EU, said Ali Atiqa. secretary 
general of the Arab Thought 
Forum. 

“Should this continue, the 
partnership will not achieve its 
declared objective for a com- 
mon area of peace and shared 
prosperity, [and] Arab coun- 
tries cannot expect to make 
full use of the opportunities to 
cope with the challenges 
advanced by the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership.” 

Participants said a lack of 
political will has been the 
main obstacle to achieving 
free trade in the region. 


reasons 
force NCP 
chairman’s 
resignation 
— source 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — “Personal and 
family” reasons could be 
behind Akif Fayez’s resig- 
nation from his post as 
chairman of the Higher 
Steering Committee of the 
National Constitutional 
Party (NCP), a well- 
informed source told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Fayez’s resignation, 
which was announced yes- 
terday in the Arabic dailies, 
may have been prompted 
by the rivalry between 
NCP Secretary General 
Abdul Hadi Majali and 
Amjad Hazza Majali, Mr. 
Fayez’s step-son. both 
determined to run in the 
Karak district in the Nov. 4 
elections, the source said. 

In several open letters 
published in the local press 
three weeks ago, Amjad 
Hazza Majali rejected 
Abdul Hadi Majali ’s nomi- 
nation by acclamation as 
the Majali tribe's candidate 
and said the nomination 
procedure was “undemoc- 
ratic and unfair .** 

In his resignation letter, 
Mr. Fayez listed "authori- 
tarian and unilateral deci- 
sions taken by the [NCP] 
leadership and lack of con- 
sultation in decision-mak- 
ing, in addition to repeated 
violations of the party’s 
statute” as the reasons 
behind his decision. 

Mr. Fayez and NCP party 
leaders yesterday declined 
to comment on the issue. 

His resignation aggra- 
vates the crisis the pro-gov- 
ernment party is currently 
facing. 

Twenty-five members in 
the NCP Zarqa branch, 
including prominent leader 
Ghazi Nahhar, handed in 
their resignations this 
week. 

The NCP, possibly the 
only large institutionalised 
group to participate in the 
1997 genera] elections, is 
due to announce its ticket 
and platform Saturday. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 




FILM 

* Children’s film "The FEB (Big 
Friendly Giant)" at the British Council. 
Jabal Amman at 5:00 p.m. 

FASHION SHOW 

* Fashion show entitled ‘‘Sun and 
Moon" by Hnna Sadiq at the InterCon- 
tinental Hotel, Jabal Amman (7:30 
p.m, -8:30 pan.). 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

* Panel discussion (in Arabic) on 
“Transparency" discussing why it is 
impotant and how practical it is to 
expect organisations to make decisions 
based on qualification, at the 
American Centre, Abdoun at 4:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* P antin g bv Fatim a El Helou at Insti- 


tute Cervantes. Jabal Amman, until 
Ocl 4. 

* ‘The Projects of the Essence: Aspects 
of Italian Painting in the 90s" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Oct. 20. 

* Works by Khlief Mahmoud Khlief at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery, Gardens Street, 
until Ocl 2 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Works by Syrian artist Dr. Fateh 
Moudarres at 

Baladna Art Gallery. Gardens Street, 
until Sept 25 (Tel. 5537598). 

* Works by Darleen Wllkerson entitled 
“Arab Madinas in Batik" at the Jordan 
Crafts Development Centre (A1 Aydi). 
Jabal Amman, Second Circle, until 
Sept. 25 (Tel. 644555). 

* Paintings exhibition entitled "La 
Radioacnviie' “ at the French Cultural 
Centre, until Sept- 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian artists enti- 


tled “Palestine the Reality and the 
Dream” at the Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine Arts, until Ocl 2 (except Tues- 
days). 

DARAT AL FUNUN SLIMMER *97 
FESTIVAL 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri of Iraq, Ziad 
Dalloul of Syria, and Najia Mehadji at 
the South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian artist Moham- 
mad Qailoka at the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paintings by 
Jordanian artist Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artiste 
at the Blue House. 

* Paintings by children of 

Zarqa reflecting on the problem of pol- 
lution ar the Byzantine church. 


al schemes. 

Mr. Khreisha said the 
strategy contains policies 
that will help the Kingdom 
increase its fruit and veg- 
etable exports to Arab 
countries by 15 per cent, to 
at least 400,000 tonnes in 
the year 2000, up from the 

349.000 tonnes exported 
in 1996. 

The plan will also boost 
fruit and vegetable exports 
to other foreign countries 
to 25,000 tonnes in the 
same period, up from the 

7.000 tonnes in 1996. he 
said. 

He explained that the 
plan calls for increasing 
the area of land cultivated 
with fruit trees by at least 

200.000 dunums in the 
next three years. 

According to the minis- 


ter, the strategy includes 
the creation of companies 
that will have the task of 
marketing crops in 
Europe, modernising and 
upgrading land and air 
transport operations, 
attracting investments for 
land reclamation, expand- 
ing pasture lands, and 
transforming the Agricul- 
tural Credit Corporation 
into a bank operating on a 
commercial basis by the 
year 2000. 

The strategy calls also 
for the creation of a spe- 
cial fund to finance agri- 
cultural projects and 
upgrade regulations gov- 
erning agricultural issues 
and addressing emergency 
cases resulting from natur- 
al disasters affecting 
farms, he added. 


The mini ster said that the 
strategy includes the allo- 
cation of up to JD21 mil- 
lion for the development 
of the Petra region by 
planting fruit and forest 
trees, adding that work on 
the project will start by the 
end of this year. 

The meeting, chaired by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. also dis- 
cussed a plan for restruc- 
turing the Ministry of 
Agriculture and 27 affiliat- 
ed departments, in which 
the ministry's 17 depart- 
ments will be condensed to 
six. 

The Cabinet approved 
the formation of a delega- 
tion to go to France later 
this month for talks on an 
air transport agreement 
between the two nations. 


Ir also approved interest- 
free loans totalling 
JD493.000 to a number of 
local councils, formed a 
delegation to go to Tehran 
to prepare for the Jordan- 
i an -Irani an joint commit- 
tee meeting, and approved 
a- cultural agreement with 
Iran for the years 1997 
through 1999. 

In a press statement fol- 
lowing the Cabinet ses- 
sion. Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi said security offi- 
cials are pursuing the' 
search for two people who 
aftacked two Israeli 
embassy staff members in 
S^eifieh Monday. 

Dr. Mutawi added that 
no one has so far been 
apprehended in connection 
with the armed attack. 


Prime minister discusses civil aviation 
services with Kuwaiti minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali conferred Tuesday 
with the Kuwaiti Minister 
of Transport Mohammad 
Jassem Own and reviewed 
Jordanian-Kuwaiti relations 
in air transport and civil 
aviation. 

The Kuwaiti minister 
conveyed greetings from 
the Kuwaiti leadership to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

Attending the meeting 
were Minister of Transport 


and Telecommunications 
Bass am Saket and 
Kuwait’s Charge d’ Affaires 
in Amman Faisal Mukheiz- 
im. 

Jordan and Kuwait last 
July resumed commercial 
flights by their national air- 
lines after a break of nearly 
seven years following the 
outbreak of the Gulf Crisis. 

Mr. Mukbeizini predicted 
that the number of these 
semi- weekly flights will 
increase in the future. 

The agreement to resume 
flights was reached during 


a visit to Jordan last June by 
Kuwait Airways Corpora- 
tion (KAC) Chairman and 
Managing Director Ahmad 
Mishari. 

KAC flies to Amman 
every Wednesday and Fri- 
day, while Royal Jordanian 
makes its flights to Kuwait 
every Monday and Thurs- 
day. 

Also Tuesday, Dr. Majali 
conferred with Jan Blanco, 
head of an international 
bureau affiliated with the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) in 


charge of dealing with epi- 
demics. and the Middle 
East bureau chief Sultan 
Khalaf and thanked the 
U.N. for its efforts to fight 
the animal diseases that 
affect human and animal 
health. 

Dr. Khalaf reviewed his 
bureau’s activities and ser- 
vices in the Middle East 
and briefed the prime min- 
ister on the bureau-organ- 
ised four-day conference 
which opened in Amman 
Monday. 


Supreme court suspends new public 
transportation licensing procedures 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Supreme 
Court Monday suspended 
licensing procedures for 
public transportation issued 
last month by the Ministry 
of Interior, after taxi own- 
ers filed a lawsuit against 
Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid claiming that they 
would suffer tremendous 
financial losses as a result, 
according to Defence 
Attorney Zuhair Abu 
Ragheb. 

Atty. Abu Ragheb, who 
filed the lawsuit 22 days 
ago on behalf of the Taxi 


Owners Union, said the 
Supreme Court headed by 
Judge Farouq Kilanj, decid- 
ed to halt the implementa- 
tion of the new licensing 
regulations “until the court 
reviews the case, which is 
expected within three 
months." 

“I am optimistic about 
Tuesday’s Supreme Court 
decision, and I believe it is 
an indication that we will 
win the case, because more 
than 100,000 citizens will 
be harmed by the new regu- 
lations " he told the Jordan 
Times. 

The licensing procedures 
would prohibit taxi owners 


from selling their cars as 
public vehicles, a regula- 
tion that most taxi owners 
claim would depreciate the 
value of their vehicles. 

Government officials 
have insisted that the new 
regulations will not affect 
taxis currently operating, 
but are “a step to modernise 
transportation to meet the 
expected increase of 
tourists who will visit the 
region within the next three 
years.” 

Other regulations stipu- 
late a requirement of JD1 
million capital and at least 
75 operating cars for the 
establishment of an office 


in Amman. In other cities, 
the financial obligation and 
the number of operating 
vehicles are reduced. 

The government has 
offered current jaxi owners 
an alternative solution, 
which is to merge with the 
taxi companies to be estab- 
lished. 

The officials said these 
new regulations will 
increase employment 
opportunities and create 
competition in the public 
transportation sector, which 
would improve the trans- 
portation service in the 
Kingdom. 


Former IAF Deputy Akaileh remains 
question mark in upcoming elections 


By Francesca Ciriacf 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — All but one of 
the 15 Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) deputies in the former 
legislature have announced 
their boycott of the elec- 
tions, in line with their 
party’s decision taken over 
two months ago on a Mus- 
lim Brotherhood directive. 

While other IAF moderate 
leaders, namely IAF 
spokesperson and former 
Amman Second District 
Deputy Humzeh Mansour, 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber and former Zarqa 
Deputy 1 Bassam Emmoush, 
and IAF Secretary and for- 
mer Balqa Deputy Muham- 
mad Awaideh, Had reserva- 
tions but eventually abided 
by their party’s decision, 
former Tafiieh Deputy 
Abdullah Akaileh remains a 
question mark. 

Dr. Akaileh. who declined 
to talk to journalists, report- 
edly expressed his intention 
to run in a private conversa- 




Abduliah Akaileh 

tion with party colleagues a 
few days ago, a party source 
close to Dr. Akaileh said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

Dr. Akaileh is one of six 
IAF Executive Committee 
members who last week 
handed in their resignations 
in protest against their 
party's boycott of the elec- 
tions. While four of the six 
recently retracted their res- 


ignations, Dr. Akaileh and 
Dr. Emmoush did noL 

In earlier interviews with 
the Jordan Times, however, 
Dr. Emmoush declared he 
will not participate in the 
1997 election race, while 
Dr. Akaileh declined to give 
any statement 

Another IAF former 
deputy, Suleiman Sa'ad 
(Jerash) . had initially 
announced in the Arabic 
press his intention to take 
part in the elections, but 
later retracted his decision 
on grounds of "party disci- 
pline." 

Former IAF Deputies 
Ahmad Kasasbeh (Kerak) 
and Theeb Abdullah 
(Amman First District), who 
both left the party in March 
1996 in protest against the 
lAFs vote of no-confidence 
to the former government of 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, told 
the Jordan Tunes they will 
run again this year, in the 
same districts as 1 993. 

Abdul Majeed Aqtash, 
former independent Islamist 


deputy, also confirmed yes- 
terday he will seek re-elec- 
tion in the newly-created 
Madaba constituency. 

Another independent 
Islamist who announced his 
determination to participate 
in the electoral race is Fayez 
Rabie. a former ambassador 
and IAF founding member. 

Dr. Kasasbeh told the Jor- 
dan Times it was “very pos- 
sible” that, should these 
independent Islamists be 
elected, an Islamic bloc 
could be formed in the 13th 
Parliament, filling the vacu- 
um left by the IAF. 

However, he discarded the 
possibility of the establish- 
ment of a second Islamic 
political party to challenge 
the monopoly of the IAF. 

“At the moment, there is 
simply no time to create a 
party. The elections are too 
close, and we are all too 
busy in the election cam- 
paign," Dr. Kasasbeh said 

'*Maybe in the future, we 
will coordinate our efforts," 
he added 
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The Editor and Staff of the Jordan Times 
deeply regret the passing away of 

Dr. Adnan Haiasa 

father of their friend and colleague Serene 

Haiasa. 

May his soul rest In peace. 
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N. Korean army back bid 


to name Kim party boss 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea’s armed forces have 
endorsed a resolution nomi- 
nating reclusive leader Kim 
Jong-D as head of the ruling 
Workers Party, the official 
Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said 
Tuesday. 

The resolution recom- 
mending Mr. Kim, 55, for 
the top post of the powerful 
party was “adopted with 
unanimous approval" at a 
conference of the Korean 
People’s Army (KPA) 
Monday, KCNA said. J 

The move by the 1.1 trill- 
lion strong armed forces, 
whose control he assumed 
in 1990, followed a provin- 
cial party conference reso- 
lution Sunday that formally 
set in motion the process for 
Kim Jong-D to take over the 
top post 

KCNA said delegates 
from party organisations of 
the KPA’s three services 
took part in the meeting to 
discuss the nomination of 
the junior Kim. 


It quoted the director of 
the army's General Political 
Department, Jo Myong-Rok 
as saying, “electing 
Comrade Kim Jong-D as 
general secretary of our 
party will be a significant 
event to meet the urgent 
demand of the time and his- 
tory. 

“Comrade Kim Jong-11 
propounded the theory that 
the army will guarantee the 
destiny of the nation and 
prosperity of the country...” 
Gen. Jo said, adding the 
mili tary strength of the KPA 
has “grown stronger than 
ever before" under the lead- 
ership of the junior Kim. 

The post of general secre- 
tary is one of two top ones 
left vacant since the death 
of Mr. Kim’s father, Kim D- 
Sung in July 1994. 

The other post left vacant 
is that of state president. 

Most analysts in South 
Korea and Japan predicted 
that Mr. Kim Jong-D’s ele- 
vation was most likely to 
come at a plenary session of 


the 173-member party 
Central Committee on the 
Ocl 10 anniversary of the 
party’s founding. 

“We expected Kim Jong-D 
to officiaDy take over this 
year, the third anniversary 
of the death of (his father) 
Kim D-Sung,” an analyst at 
the private Research 
Institute for North Korean 
Affairs here said Tuesday. 

“Because, otherwise, he 
would again face mounting 
speculation overseas over 
his ability to hold on to 
power,” said the analyst, 
Kim D-Moo. 

Analysts said the signifi- 
cance of Mr. Kim Jong-D 
becoming party secretary 
general would be that the 
reclusive leader would sur- 
face as the official boss of 
the country. 

They also said that for the 
moment, Mir. Kim Jong-D 
seems less interested in die 
post of state president, 
whose status in the Stalinist 
regime is lower than that of 
the general secretary post 


“There is a possibility that 
be will give the state presi- 
dency to another person so 
that he can avoid being held 
directly responsible for the 
country’s severe food short- 
ages and economic prob- 
lems,” Mr. Kim D-Moo 
said. 

Another analyst said Mr. 
Kim Jong-D is not expected 
to take over the mantle as 
stare president this year, 
noting that three months’ 
notice is needed to convene 
the Supreme People’s 
Assembly, which is charged 
■with electing the state presi- 
dent. 

“In tight of the procedural 
complexity and lack of 
time, I don’t think Kim 
Jong-D will become state 
president this year,” said 
Kim Byung-Ro of the state- 
financed Korean Institute 
for National Unification. 

But should Mr. Kim Jong- 
II fail to become state presi- 
dent, it would be something 
unusual, he said. 


Chirac seeks to end political isolation 


TROYES (R) — Snubbed 
by his allies, President 
Jacques Chirac Monday 
launched an attempt to 
come in from the political 
cold with his first visit to 
the French provinces since 
the left swept to power in 
June. 

Mr. Chirac started a two- 
day visit to Troyes, in the 
Champagne region, bol- 
stered by a poD showing 
most voters want him to 
serve out his seven-year 
term to 2002 despite new 
sniping from the right and 
uneasy power-sharing with 
Socialist Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin. 

“To a certain extent public 
opinion is the president’s 
final recourse,” said 
Stephane Rozes, head of 
political studies at the CSA 
polling institute. 

“Chirac has reasons to be 
worried,” said Pascal 
Perrineau, director of the 
Centre for the Study of 
French PoDtical Life. “He is 
relatively isolated and 
Jospin is proving popular.” 

Mr. Chirac used his visit 
to Troyes, intended to 
appeal to voters over the 
heads of politicians from 


both left and right, to attack 
indirectly the Socialist-led 
government’s plans to cre- 
ate 350,000 public-sector 
jobs to curb youth unem- 
ployment. 

“As the experience of all 
other industrialised coun- 
tries shows, private sector 
employment must be devel- 
oped to fight unemploy- 
ment,” he told local busi- 


nessmen. 

It was Mr. Chirac’s first 
major foray into the 
provinces since he called a 
parliamentary election a year 
early, in a disastrous miscal- 
culation that voters would 
return his centre-right allies. 

After a period of avoiding 
blaming him for the defeat^ 
his allies have got out the 
knives. 

“The right starts to imag- 
ine its future without 
Chirac,” daily Le Monde 
said after a bruising week- 
end for Mr. Chirac saw 
leaders of the RaUy for the 
Republic (RPR) Gaullist 
parry he founded debate its 
future without even men- 
tioning his name. 

RPR leader Philippe 
Seguin met former RPR 
Prune Minister Edouard 


BaUadur, defeated by Mr. 
Chirac in the 1995 presiden- 
tial race, and Francois 
Leotard, head of the centrist 
Union for French 
Democracy (UDF). 

“The French people in 
1997 condemned the clum- 
siness of the dissolution (of 
parliament) and the confu- 
sion of powers.” Mr. 
Leotard said, also hitting 
out at policies under Mr. 
Chirac for failing to, reduce 
record unemployment 

Mr. Seguin was passed 
over by Mr. Chirac as pre- 
mier in 1995 in favour of 
Alain Juppe. For him even 
to be seen with Mr. Balladur 
is a slap in the face for Mr. 
Chirac. 

Yet Mr. Chirac's political 
obituary has been written 
often in a 30-year career — 
including in 1994 when 
analysts reckoned he had no 
chance of beating Mr. 
Balladur to the presidency. 

Visiting the provinces and 
showing hims elf a man in 
touch with voters was one 
of Mr. Chirac’s trump cards 
in defeating the Patrician 
Balladur in 1995. 

‘It’s a bit paradoxical to 
be trying it as president. 


People may get fed up with 
a president who cannot get 
out of the skin of a candi- 
date,” said Perrineau. 

He said Mr. Chirac’s main 
chance of avoiding a five- 
year fate as a lame duck was 
that his allies would not 
completely abandon him 
and that Mr. Jospin would 
falter. 

Mr. Chirac wiU also be 
able to wield the threat of a 
snap election again from 
1998, after a year’s wait 
imposed by the constitution. 

A new CSA opinion poD 
for Le Parisien showed 76 
per cent of French people 
wanted Mr. Chirac to stay 
on until the end of his tenn 
and 68 per cent thought he 
should intervene in politics 
whenever he wished. But 
most believed he should not 
seek a second term in 2002. 

The survey of 1,005 peo- 
ple also found Mr. Chirac 
was judged “inteDigent,” 
“courageous” and “nice." 

But Mr. Perrineau said 
much of Chirac’s apparent 
support was in fact backing 
for a strong presidency. 
“Voters have problems with 
a president who only has a 
symbolic role,” he said. 


Philippine court effectively scuttles 2nd term for Ramos 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
Philippine Supreme Court 
Tuesday scuttled a “people's 
initiative" petition to change 
the constitution, effectively 
ending a campaign by sup- 
porters of President Fidel 
Ramos to have him stand for 
a second term. 

The 13 sitting justices 
unanimously ruled that the 
Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) did not co mmi t a 
grave abuse of discretion 
when it refused to act on the 
signatures of 5.8 million 
petitioners calling for a new 
constitution which would 
allow presidents a second 
tenn. 

Mr. Ramos, in the face of 
massive protests, had ..al- 
ready declared last weekend 
that he would not stand in 
next May’s presidential elec- 


tion and would not seek to 
change the constitution 
before then. 

However die group known 
by its acronym Pinna (Signa- 
ture) had refused to withdraw 
its petition. It asked the sup- 
reme court to make Comelec 
act on the petition that would 
put in morion a “people’s ini-, 
tiarive” to amend the charter, 
which limits presidents to a 
single term. 

Also Tuesday, the supreme 
court ruled that existing 
statutes were “inadequate or 
insufficient'' to put such an 
initiative into morion. 

At the request of Mr. 
Ramos Congress earlier this 
month shelved a resolution 
calling for it to convene as 
an assembly to draft changes 
to the constitution. 

Executive Secretary Ru- 


ben Torres, one of three cab- 
inet members pushing for 
constitutional amendments, 
expressed regret at the 
supreme court decision but 
said petitioners should abide 
by it 

“It's the essence of democ- 
racy now that the issue has 
been resolved,” Justice 
Secretary. Teofisto Guingona 
told reporters. 

But Mr. Ramos’ national 
security adviser, Jose Al- 
monte, lashed out Tuesday at 
the “cleric-based oligarchy” 
which he said had interfered 
in nation-building by the 
political leadership. 

A huge rally organised by 
the Roman Catholic Church 
last Sunday brought together 
600,000 people to oppose 
constitutional amendments 
and a second term for Mr. 


Ramos. 

Aides of Mr Ramos urged 
Congress to act on his call 
Sunday for the election of a 
body that would rewrite the 
10 year-old constitution. 

Mr. Ramos said Congress 
should' pass a law allowing 
for the election in May of 
delegates to a constitutional 
convention, who would sit 
soon after the election of a 
new president 

“1 think Congress can im- 
mediately legislate,” Budget 
Secretary Salvador Enriquez 
told reporters. 

“Who knows, the people in 
Congress might still have the 
nerve or courage to push 
through with their resolution . 
(to change the constitution),” 
he said. “That is still another 
hope for those who care for 
(charter change).’’ 
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20 killed 
in new 
Sri Lanka 
battles 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Heavy fighting erupted in 
northern Sri Lanka where 
IS Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
and two soldiers were 
killed in three separate con- 
frontations, the Defence 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

Army troops clashed with 
guemllas from the 
Liberation Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) near the 
rebel-held town of 
Puliyankulam Monday, 
leaving two soldiers and 12 
rebels dead, the ministry 
said. 

It said the battle lasted 
nearly three hours. At least 
20 rebels and six soldiers 
were also wounded in the 
confrontation, the ministry 
said. 

It said another four Tigers 
were killed when the secu- 
rity forces ambushed and 
destroyed a double^ab 
truck in the north-west of 
the country on Monday. 

In a third incident, troops 
and Tiger rebels exchanged 
fire in Mannar district, 
leaving two rebels dead 
and a soldier wounded, the 
ministry said. 

The fighting in the north 
of the country is aimed at 
opening a key land route to 
the northern peninsula of 
Jaffna which security 
forces captured from Tiger 
guerrillas in December 
1995. 

Official figures show 
more than 1,500 people 
from both sides have been 
killed since security forces 
launched the current 
ground offensive, code- 
named “Sure Victory.” to 
open the 75-kDometre 
stretch of road to Jaffna. 

The military has taken 
just over 17 kilometres of 
territory in the past four 
months due to intense rebel 
resistance and has admitted 
losing nearly 700 troopers 
since May 13. More than 
50,000 people have died in 
bitter fighting in the past 25 
years. 


U.S. takes tough line on Korea talks 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States said Monday 
it was not going to “waste 
time” holding further senior 
level talks on a Korea peace 
conference until North 
Korea showed it was ready 
to agree on the agenda. 

But the State Department 
said lower level U.S. offi- 
cials were prepared to meet 
North Korean diplomats to 
try to resolve the deadlock 
foU owing the breakdown of 
four-nation preparatory 
talks in New York last 
Friday. 

Washington blamed the 
Communist Pyongyang 
government for the failure 
of the talks between the 
United States, China, South 
and North Korea to arrange 
a conference in Geneva on a 
permanent peace agreement 
for the divided Korean 
peninsula. 

U.S. officials said famine- 
stricken North Korea, had 
made “unacceptable" de- 
mands to link food aid to the 
four-party talks and to inc- 
lude U.S. troop withdrawals 
from South Korea and a 
bilateral peace treaty with 


Washington as agenda items. 

“I would be surprised if we 
agreed to go back to New 
York, absent a firm indica- 
tion on the North Korean 
side that they're willing to 
come to agreement at a next 
round to permit the four- 
party plenary talks to begin.” 
State Department spokes- 
man, James Foley said 

“Our negotiators, while 
committed to the talks and 
w illin g to go the extra mile 
to make them succeed are 
not going to waste their 
time,” Mr. Foley told a 
news briefing. 

At last week’s talks, a 
U.S. principal deputy assis- 
tant secretary of state. 
Charles Kartman. met simi- 
lar ranking officials from 
the other three countries. 

Mr. . Folev said 
Washington was ready to 
continue “working level" 
meetings which in the past 
have grouped the head of 
the State Department’s 
Korea office and members 
of North Korea’s UJM. mis- 
sion. He could not say if or 
when such meetings had 
been scheduled 


The United States says 
that while it is ready to dis- 
cuss the future of its 37,000 
troops in South Korea, to 
include their withdrawal as 
an agenda item would be to 
cede in advance the point 
that they should leave. 

It also says thai while it 
has already sent food aid to 
North Korea and is ready to 
consider more, it will not be 
forced to buy North Korean 
attendance at the peace talks 
with pledges of aid. 

“On our side there is no 
flexibility on these two 
points.” Mr. Foley said 

North Korea said Sunday 
that the United States 
should provide food aid as a 
sign of goodwill, that a U.S. 
troop pullout from South 
Korea had always been on 
the table and that the 
resumption of the talks 
depended on the United 
States. 

Mr. Foley said he was 
“not pessimistic” that the 
preparatory talks would be 
completed. 'T think that 
we're talking here about 
negotiating " tactics" by 
North Korea, he said. 
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Thousands more Cambodian refugees 
cross into Thailand, UNHCR says 
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GENEVA (AFP) — An estimated 20,000 
Cambodian refugees fled into Thailand early 
Tuesday amid fighting in southwestern 
Cambodia, a UN. refugee agency (UNHCR.) 
spokeswoman said here Tuesday. 

She said UNHCR staff were told by Thai 
authorities that the group, fleeing at least eight 
villages in the SamJot area of Battambang 
province, moved into Thailand’s southern Trat 
province early Tuesday. 

Refugee leaders say there could be up to 

30.000 people in the group, which has 
massed in Mamoung, spokeswoman Pamela 
O’Toole said 

Thailand is already currently housing 

20.000 Cambodian refugees in a camp in its 
northeastern province of Sunn. 

The new refugees join around 4,000 others 
in Trat province, some of whom arrived in 
Ban Mun Dan at the weekend and others 
who have been at Chong Khao Phlu since 
August, she added 

“We are seeing another exodus of 
Cambodian refugees from conflict zones in 
southwestern Cambodia.” Ms. O'Toole said. 

The refugees, who were seen by a local 
UNHCR employee as they massed along the 
road with their possessions on ox-carts and 
pulling their livestock, were allowed to cross 
the Thai border this rime “very very quick- 
ly-” 


According to the refugees, the fighting 
involved soldiers loyal to ousted first Prime 
Minister Prince Ranariddh, along with 
Khmer Rouge forces who had allied them- 
selves with the prince. 

They were pitted against the troops of new 
Cambodian strongman and second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. who unseared Prince 
Ranariddh in a Phnom Penh coup in July, 
and some Khmer Rouge elements fighting 
alongside them. 

However, Ms. O’Toole said there was no 
confirmation of those reports. 

She said the UNHCR would seek access to 
the refugees, who appeared to have some 
food suppfies. and was ready “to help to pro- 
vide any assistance that the Thai authorities 
ask for.” 

Some 3.000 Cambodian refugees who 
crossed into Thailand north of Trat have 
remmed to Cambodia, and 1.300 elsewhere 
have indicated they want to return. Ms. 
O'Toole said. 

A UNHCR official is in Cambodia dis- 
cussing the possibility of voluntary repatria- 
tion with the government. 

“But obviously certain conditions have to 
be met. we have to be sure that they are 
going back to areas that are safe and that we 
can monitor their situation.” Ms. O'Toole 
said. 
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Annan boosts U.N. reform plan, calls for debt payment 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan called Monday 
for the adoption of his U.N. 
reforms package and urged 
delinquent members to pay 
their dues. 

The United States owes 
the world body $1.5 billion 
for 1997 and past years for 
dues and peacekeeping 
operations. 

Mr. Annan’s proposals 
received a strong endorse- 
ment from U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and several 
other world leaders from 
Brazil. Chile and Denmark. 
But Tanzania, speaking for 
most developing countries, 
questioned their purpose in 
aiding policies for poor 
nations. 

In an unusual opening per- 
sonal plea to the 185-mem- 
ber world body, Mr. Annan 
said: “Let this be known as 
the reform assembly. Now I 
ask you, the member states. 


to act” 

It was the first time in the 
52-year history of the 
assembly that a secretary- 
general had spoken before 
the start of the annual 
debate in which heads of 
state and government, for- 
eign ministers and other 
dignitaries take part. 

Tanzania’s Foreign 
Minister Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete called Mr. Annan's 
proposals for a leaner 
bureaucracy a “basis for dis- 
cussion.” But he said 
emphasis should be given to 
policies geared towards eco- 
nomic developing projects 
and agencies dealing with 
these issues should not be 
cut. 

Mr. Clinton said Mr. 
Annan’s proposals were the 
"most far-reaching reform 
of the United Nations in his- 
tory — not to make the U.N. 
smaller as an end in itself 
but to make it better." 


He also caDed for a reform 
of how contributions were 
calculated, a reference to a 
U.S. demand that its dues be 
reduced by 5 per cent to 20 
per cent before arrears are 
paid. 

Mr. Clinton used his fifth 
annual speech to the assem- 
bled world leaders to urge 
the United Nations to accept 
a proposed U.S. compro- 
mise for paying a large por- 
tion of debts before 1997, 
amounting to close to SI 
billion. 

“This year ... we have the 
opportunity to put the ques- 
tions of debts and dues 
behind us once and for all,” 
he said He was refemng to 
a congressional plan that 
would pay about three-quar- 
ters owed in arrears provid- 
ing about two dozen condi- 
tions were met. 

But Mr. Annan, without 
mentioning any country by 
name, said: “Some of you I 


ask to do what your legal 
obligations require: to liqui- 
date your arrears, and to pay 
your future assessments in 
full, on time and without 
conditions.” 

Mr. Annan’s reform plans 
as well as the financial crisis 
at the United Nations, due 
m ainl y to the U.S. debt, are 
expected to be among the 
main themes of the assem- 
bly. 

The Ghanaian secretary- 
general, who began a five- 
year term in January, said he 
expected reforms that fell 
within his own jurisdiction 
would be implemented 
before the end of 1997. 

But he needs the assembly 
to approve his having more 
control over the budget, 
mer gin g some departments 
and establishing the post of 
a deputy secretary-general. 

With the United Nations 
teetering on bankruptcy. Mr. 
Annan may be in a no-win 


situation, angering some 
developing nations with 
plans they believe are aimed 
at cutting their influence 
while at the same time not 
getting money from 
Washington. 

Mr. Clinton also said he 
was sending the comprehen- 
sive test ban treaty outlaw- 
ing nuclear weapons tests to 
the U.S. Senate for ratifica- 
tion immediately. 

He caDed the treaty "our 
commitment to end aU 
nuclear tests for all time, the 
longest-sought. hardest- 
fought prize in the history of 
arms control ” 

The treaty may face oppo- 
sition from Republicans in 
Congress who want to retain 
the U.S. right to test 
weapons. The United States 
is already adhering to the 
test ban but some predict a 
long, drawn-out struggle to 
gain ratification. 

Mr. Annan also spoke of a 


number of world trouble 
spots that he said members 
might wish to address dur- 
ing the debate. 

These included the contin- 
uing “brutal and futile civil 
war” in Afghanistan the per- 
sisting “bitter legacies ... 
intolerance and violence” in 
the Great Lakes region of 
Central Africa, and the need 
to “consolidate the gains 
achieved” in Bosnia and 
prevent a relapse into the 
horrors of the past. 

Meanwhile German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said in a radio inter- 
view Tuesday Germany will 
not make a higher contribu- 
tion to the U.N. budget 
should it be given a perma- 
nent seat on the U.N. 
Security Council. 

“We do not believe that 
membership of the Security 
Council will change our 
contribution one way or the 
other,” nor that future 


peacekeeping operations 
will be an unbearable bur- 
den for Germany, he said. 

In the interview with 
Deutschlandfunk Radio, Mr. 
Kinkel noted that, with $96 
million a year, Germany 
was the third biggest finan- 
cial contributor to the U.N. 
budget. ‘This should not 
change," he said. 

Mr. Kinkel proposed that 
Japan and Germany be 
given ftiU Security Council 
membership, while Asia. 
Latin America and Africa 
become alternate members 
on a regional basis. 

In a related development 
a Japanese official said 
Monday, Japan will not 
even consider increasing its 
contributions to the United 
Nations unless the Security 
Council is quickly reformed 
to give Tokyo a permanent 
seaL 

“I m sure the Japanese tax- 
payer will not be happy if 


Japan is continuously asked 
to pay more and Security 
Council reform doesn i 
make progress,” Foreign 
Affairs Ministry spokesman 
Hiroshi Hashimoto u?W a 
news conference. 

Japan, the second larg® 1 
contributor to U.N funds afiff 
the United States, .strong^ 
backs plans to expand the 

Security Council’s peronnew 

membership and thereby S ,ve 
Tokyo a seat. 

Mr. Hashimoto said 
reform was especially^' 
portant given Japan’s cunej 1 
financial crisis, which co 
well force Tokyo to aasn » 
voluntary contributions 
the U.N.’s various huma^ 
tarian organisations. • 

This year Japan’*** 
tribute 15.65 P^ ce . nt rf Qt ^ 
U.N.’s regular budget w 
current discussion* ^ 
financial reform P^a 
figure could rise top _ 
cent by the year 
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Elementary school ^ children play in their schoolyard withont protective masks despite the polluted air in 
Pekanbaru, the capital of the Riau province on Indonesia's Sumatra Island. On Kalimantan, at least 21 students 
were rushed to hospital in South Kal i ma ntan with breathing difficulties after attending a weekly morning flag-ris- 
ing ceremony. The hazardous level of haze caused by forest fires in Indonesia has prompted a joint response by 
neighbouring countries who have offered more than a thousand volunteers and water bombers to help stop the fires 
(Reuter photo) 

Air pollution worsens in South East Asia 


KUALA LUMPUR {AFP) — South East Asia’s air pollution 
crisis deepened Tuesday as a choking haze caused by fires in 
Indonesia reached an unprecedented density in parts of 
Malaysia and sparked evacuation warnings. 

In Indonesia. 17 hikers were believed to be trapped on the 
burning slopes of Mount Slamet, one of the mountains rav- 
aged by the fires in Central Java. 

A drought, one of the most severe experienced by the coun- 
try in 50 years, and the use of fires by companies for land 
clearing purposes have led to extensive ground and forest 
fires throughout the country. 

The vast smoke haze has spread to Malaysia, Brunei and 
the Philippines, causing health alarms, blotting out the sun 
and disrupting everyday life. 

The eastern Malaysian state of Sarawak on Borneo island 
entered its fifth day of an emergency with the Air Pollution 
Index at 769 points in mid-afternoon after singing to a record 
839 earlier, the Environment Department said. 

A pollution level of 500 is considered “hazardous” by the 
Malaysian authorities. 

Information Minister Mohammad Rahmat, chairman of the 
National Disaster Security Committee, said the government 
may evacuate the residents of Sarawak if the haze continues 
to worsen. 

Meanwhile more than 1,200 Malaysian firefighters were 
preparing to takeoff for neighbouring Indonesia to combat 
the fires. 

Fire spokesman Mohd Yusuf Abdul Aziz said the team 
would be split into two — one heading to Sumatra Island and 
the other to Kalimantan on Borneo Island. 

‘Two navy ships with 1 ,064 firefighters will sail off tonight 
to Dumai, Sumatra, while another carrying 84 personnel will 
take off from Sabah heading to Ponrianak in Kalimantan,” 
Mr. Mohd Yusuf told AFP. 

Another 108 firefighters will also depan from Sarawak by 
land to Pontianak, he said, adding that the mission was 
expected to take more than a week. 

Emergency alerts have been stepped in both Malaysia and 
Indonesia, which is facing its worst drought in half a centu- 
ry. Some 251 people have died in a drought that caused a 
cholera outbreak in Indonesia’s eastern province of Irian 
Java. 

In Manila, officials warned that the haze, which has spread 
to the southwestern Philippine island of Palawan shutting 
down the Puerto Prince sa Airport, could reach the capital in 
three days. 


A tropical cyclone brewing in the South China Sea could 
induce the southwest monsoon winds to carry the haze from 
Indonesia further into the Philippines, said Rosa Perez, assis- 
tant weather service chief of the Weather Bureau's natural 
disaster reduction branch. 

In Sarawak, the state operation centre had advised all gov- 
ernment and private sector workers to stay home to reduce 
mobility in the choking haze, Beraama said in Kuching. 

Visibility in the Sarawak capital Kuching was down to 
about 200 meters, with the airport closed since early Mon- 
day. The other three airports in the state — Miri. Sibu and 
Bintulu — have been closed since an emergency was 
declared Friday. 

Schools in this timber-rich state remained closed but food 
outlets, markets, clinics and essential services were open al- 
though business bad been reduced to a crawl, Beraama said. 

The State Operation Centre told companies to operate on a 
skeleton staff but said it was not declaring a public holiday as 
the people could be required to return to work at any time. 

“There are nor many people in town. It’s like in a dream, 
where you are surrounded by thick mist,” a resident in 
Kuching who declined to be named told AFP by telephone. 

People who did venture out rushed to buy bottles of miner- 
al water after the Star newspaper reported that the water sup- 
ply in Kuching was running low and rationing may be intro- 
duced if the drought continues much longer. 

The Kuching water board said in a statement that drinking 
water was “slightly salty” because of the low raw water 
reserve but assured the public that the water was still safe for 
consumption. 

“If necessary, the board may restrict water supply to con- 
sumers until the situation improves,” the board said in a 
statement. 

The haze has also taken its toll on public health in Sarawak, 
with more than 5,000 people seeking treatment since the state 
was placed under emergency last Friday. The Star reported. 

Elsewhere in Malaysia the haze eased and in Kuala 
Lumpur the pollution index dropped to 144 after reaching 
260 late Monday. 

An Environment Department spokesman attributed the 
slight improvement to an increase in the speed of the wind, 
which helped to clear the haze panicles after a period of stag- 
nation. 

But the department forecast that the wind pattern from the 
southeast would persist over the week, without any likeli- 
hood of a strong improvement in conditions. 


China shoe factory fire kills 32, injures 4 


BEUING (R) — A pre-dawn fire raged through a Hong 
Kong-owned shoe factory in China’s southeastern province 
of Fujian this week killing 32 workers, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Fire-fighters and villagers battled the blaze arid rescued 
about 50 people trapped in dormitories above the factory, 
the officials said. 

Damage caused to property was not immediately known. 

The fire broke out on the first floor of the Yu Hua factory 
in Jinjiang city at 5 a.m. Sunday (2100 GMT Saturday) and 


quickly spread to the upper floors, which were used as the 
dormitories and as a warehouse, city government officials 
said. 

The 32 dead included 19 women. Four people were 
injured, the officials said, adding that the cause of the fire 
was under investigation. 

They declined to give further details. From 1993 to 1995, 
about 86,500 fires in China, or an average of 79 a day, killed 
nearly 6,580 people, injured 1 1,480 and caused direct losses 
of 3.0 billion yuan (S361.4 million), Chinese media has said. 


Volunteers rush to test experimental AIDS vaccine 
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WASHINGTON iR) — An 
international group of doc- 
tors said Monday they were 
volunteering themselves for 
human tests of a vaccine 
using the HIV virus that 
causes AIDS. 

About 50 members of the 
Internationa] Association ot 
Physicians in AIDS care 
have signed up for safety 
tests of "the attenuated viral 
vaccine — a version of the 
vaccine that has been genet- 
ically weakened. 

“We cannot sit around 
after 1 6 years and continue 
to debate how quickly we 
can do trials,” said Gordon 
Nary, executive director of 
the Chicago-based associa- 
tion and one of the volun- 
teers. 

“There are 8.000 new 
cases of AIDS a day and 
1.000 children a day bom 
with this disease, and all the 
drugs that get so much press 
attention only go io 6 per 
cent of the world’s popula- 
tion with this disease. A 
vaccine is the only signifi- 
cant type of scientific inter- 
vention that is going to have 
any impact." 


Dr. Nary said his group 
had an informal meeting 
scheduled Thursday with 
the National Institutes of 
Health (NTH). The NIH 
would have to approve any 
tests using people. 

But Anthony Fauci, direc- 
tor of the NlH’s National 
Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, said he 
thought it was too early. 

“Given what is known I 
think it is premature to say 
let’s go inro people now and 
start resting it," be said. 

Dr. Nary said the group 
was not proposing the ulti- 
mate test of a vaccine — 
exposure to the infectious 
agent, in this case HTV. 

~He said the organisation 
had been swamped with 
offers to volunteer after Jt 
released news about the 50 
doctors over the weekend. 
AIDS organisations already 
had lists of volunteers. 

“It has touched a nerve. I 
think, among the public,” he 
said. “Just on e-mails alone 
and calls and faxes — * 
we’ve just been inundated 
with responses.” 

Most good vaccines use a 


weakened version of the 
infectious agent, or a dose 
relative. Examples include 
the vaccines against 
measles, mumps and, most 
successful of all, smallpox. 

The HTV virus causing 
AIDS is a special case — in 
part because it mutates into 
different strains so quickly 
and also because it attacks 
the immune system, which 
is what a vaccine is sup- 
posed to stimulate. 

A vaccine prompts the 
immune system to produce 
antibodies. But people 
infected with HTV produce 
plenty of antibodies, and yet 
they still develop AIDS. 

Dr. Fauci said with most 
vaccines, the body eventu- 
ally got rid of the virus used 
to prime the immune sys- 
tem. 

“HTV is an entirely differ- 
ent kettle of fish because 
HIV has the unusual charac- 
teristic of being able to ime- 
grate its own genes into the 
cells of your body.” he said. 

“’Once someone gets the 
vaccine, that virus is poten- 
tially with them for the rest 
of their lives. You are left 


with the possibility not only 
of it reverting to a virulent 
virus, but the possibility of 
other effects," he said. 

For instance, many virus- 
es are known to eventually 
cause cancer. 

Dr. Nary said his group’s 
members were simply car- 
rying on a long-standing 
tradition in medicine. 

“These are informed deci- 
sions by scientists who 
understand that there will be 
some risks but who are step- 
ping up to the plate," he 
said. 

“This is how the principal 
vaccines that we enjoy 
today have been developed. 
This is what medicine is 
about — it’s putting our- 
selves at risk.” 

He added: “If we do not 
do everything that is 
humanly possible we are in 
some part responsible." 

The attenuated virus has 
shown strong effects in tests 
on monkeys at Harvard 
University. Other vaccines 
use various proteins from 
the surface of the HIV virus 
and have been less effective 
in animal tests. 


Milosevic’s left bloc denied 
majority in Serbian elections 


BELGRADE (R) — 

Slobodan Milosevic's leftist 
bloc led in Serbia’s presi- 
dential and parliamentary 
elections but faced an 
unsavoury choice of a coali- 
tion partner to secure power 
for another four years. 

With two thirds of Sun- 
day's vote counted by Mon- 
day evening, Mr. Milose- 
vic's Socialist Alliance was 
falling short of an absolute 
majority of parliamentary 
seats and was followed 
closely by the hardline na- 
tionalist Radical Party 
(SRS). 

Interim figures from the 
Republican Electoral Com- 
mission forecast a second 
round of voting for the pres- 
idency of Serbia and that no 
party would win an outright 
majority in parliament. 

The electorate of just over 
seven million chose a new 
250-seat parliament as well 
as a new president of Serbia 
for a four-year term. 

Mr. Milosevic, now presi- 
dent of Federal Yugoslavia, 
was not a candidate in 
Sunday’s elections. Ex- 
Communist Milosevic was 
barred by the constitution 
from standing for a third 
term for the Serbian presi- 
dency, his power base for a 
decade, and has taken over 
as Yugoslav president. 

The voting trend was a 
setback for Mr. Milosevic, 
whose ruling Socialist Party 
(SPS) might win only 102 

Hot gas, 
rocks spew 
again from 
Montserrat 
volcano 

OLVESTON, Montserrat 
(R) — Montserrat’s airport 
was a smouldering ruin and 
several villages were in 
flames Monday as waves 
of ultra-hot rock, gas and 
ash poured out of the is- 
land’s volcano for a second 
straight day. 

“Just a few minutes ago, 
we had another pyroclastic 
flow,” Richard Aspin, 
spokesman for Montser- 
rat's Emergency Opera- 
tions Centre, said, referring 
to the white-hot rushes of 
volcanic material, which 
travel at speeds up to 100 
mph (160 kph). “It was tra- 
velling at very high speeds 
and very high tempera- 
tures." 

Mr. Aspin said the flows 
adding to the British terri- 
tory's \nisery Monday 
seemed to be of the same 
magnitude as spewed from 
the Soufriere hills volcano 
on June 25. On that day, 
officials said the volcano 
claimed up to 20 lives. 

There were no reports of 
casualties Sunday or Mon- 
day. 

Montserrat’s government 
tightened rules barring res- 
idents from the southern 
evacuated zone after the _ 
June 25 disaster, barring 
more of the island to resi- 
dents and removing some 
people by force from areas 
scientists deemed in danger 
from the rumbling volcano. 

On Sunday morning, the 
volcano shook Montserrat 
with earthquakes before 
and after a large pyroclastic 
flow streamed down the 
volcano's flanks, destroy- 
ing remaining buildings in 
three abandoned villages 
that had been hit before and 
levelling the island’s W.H. 
Bramble Airport before 
rushing into the sea. 

The airport, on Montser- 
rat’s east coast, had been 
closed just before the June 
25 eruption. Sunday’s blast 
set its main terminal on 
fire, leaving it a mess of 
twisted wood and metal 
and burying parts of its 
runway under ash and 
ultra-hot rock. 

Fires continued to bum as 
more ash and rock spewed 
out Monday and the gov- 
ernment urged a few last 
residents to leave homes 
near the Belham River Val- 
ley on the western side of 
the island. 


seats in parliament, com- 
pared with 123 in 1993, and 
need a coalition partner to 
stay in power. 

Unofficial media projec- 
tions said the radicals could 
win around SO seats and the 
Serbian Renewal Movement 
(SPO) about 48 which 
together would give them a 
potential majority of three. 

Political sources said Mr. 
Milosevic would be forced 
to offer strong inducements 
to the SPO to team with 
SPS and prolong 50 years of 
unbroken Communist- 
Socialist govemmeoL 

A boycott by opposition 
parties hoping to invalidate 
the polls with a turnout 
below the 50 per cent legal 
minimum failed when more 
than 60 per cent of the elec- 
torate voted, the commis- 
sion said. 

"That only helped the 
Radical Party to win more 
votes than they hoped for or 
deserved,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

“In that respect the boy- 
cott did succeed. It will now 
make life for the SPS a lot 
more unbearable in the par- 
liament. The embrace of the 
Radicals might prove dead- 
ly,” he said. 

Ivica Dacic, spokesman 
for the Socialists, said late 
Monday their presidential 
candidate Zoran Lilic had 
1 .2 million votes out of 3.2 
million counted so far. SRS 
leader Vojislav Seselj was 


second with 936,000 and 
Vuk Draskovic of the SPO 
third with 752,000, accord- 
ing to Ms. Dacic. 

The SPS said the result in 
the parliamentary poll was 
closer with the ruling SPS 
coalition winning so far 94 
out of 250 seats, the 
Radicals, scoring much 
more strongly than expect- 
ed, taking 73 and the SPO 
tr ailin g behind with 45 
seats. 

The presidential battle hea- 
ded for a run-off on Oct. 5 
since no candidate appeared 
likely to have achieved more 
than 50 per cent Sunday. 

Mr. Lilic, a former presi- 
dent of Yugoslavia, was fa- 
voured to win die second 
round with the support of 
moderate voters fearful of 
Mr. Seselj’s nationalist rhe- 
toric. 

If the outcome is in line 
with the preliminary fig- 
ures, tough negotiations and 
tactical alliances between 
the parties are expected in 
the quest for a working 
majority in parliament 

Mr. Milosevic, threatened 
with French-style cohabita- 
tion with different parties 
controlling the presidency 
and government, could be 
forced into competition 
with Mr. Seselj to try to woo 
Mr. Draskovic as a coalition 
partner. 

An unlikely alliance bet- 
ween the Radicals and the 
pro-monarchist Draskovic 


would drive the SPS into 
opposition and threaten Mr. 
Milosevic’s own political 
future. 

“Mr. Draskovic would not 
dare ally with Mr. Seselj, it 
would mean political death 
for him in the West and 
among his moderate sup- 
porters," the diplomat said 

The Radical leader, him- 
self a feared wartime para- 
military leader, is a dedicat- 
ed foe of the Bosnian peace 
agreement and a strong ally 
of Bosnian Serb hardliners 
led by indicted war criminal 
Radovan Karadzic. 

Mr. Seselj would do his 
best to destroy the agreement 
compared with Mr. Milose- 
vic's efforts to obstruct it 

The Radical leader would 
also brake the slow rap- 
prochement with Croatia 
which broke from former 
Yugoslavia in 1991. 

Although the West blames 
Mr. Milosevic for the 
breakup of ex- Yugoslavia 
and has found him a slip- 
pery and unreliable negoti- 
ating partner, it regards him 
as a more palatable alterna- 
tive to Mr. Seselj. 

“With SPO joining the 
ruling opposition party and 
in reward taking on several 
ministries posts with Mr. 
Draskovic obtaining an in- 
fluential post, Mr. Milose- 
vic could argue with con- 
viction that Serbia is closer 
to democracy than ever,” 
the diplomat said. 


Poland’s president says right 
must govern after elections 


WARSAW (AFP) — Left- 
wing President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski said Poland's 
next government must be 
formed by the conservative 
opposition parties that won 
Sunday’s legislative vote, in 
an interview published 
Tuesday. 

When pressed, Mr. Kwas- 
niewski — who starts the 
search for next premier this 
week — said “the most 
likely prospect” is a govern- 
ment team formed by the 
union-led Solidarity Elec- 
tion Action (AWS) party 
and the Union for Freedom 
(UW), in his comments to 
the daily Gazeta Wyborcza. 

“A coalition drawing on 
the broadest possible sup- 
port in parliament is better 
than another with less sup- 
port," Mr. Kwasniewski 
said in the interview. 

The comments appeared 
to quash speculation that 
Mr. Kwasniewski might try 
to encourage a coalition 
between the third-place UW 
and the former communists 
of the Democratic Left 
Alliance (SLD), who wens 
pushed out of first place by 
the Solidarity-led conserva- 
tive after four years in 
power. 

When asked about the 
SLD, which he helped 
found before becoming 
president in 1995 and which 
under a right-wing govern- 
ment would go into the 
opposition, Mr. Kwas- 
niewski said it “was natural 


that a party would some- 
times be in power, some- 
times in the opposition.” 

According to preliminary 
results, the SLD came out 
second in Sunday’s poll 
with 26.8 per cent behind 
the AWS with 33.8 per cent, 
but the UW, in third place 
with 13.4 percent, will hold 
the balance of power in a 
hung parliament. 

Insisting that a “two-party 
coalition is easier than a 
three-party one,” Mr. 
Kwasniewski nonetheless 
referred to differences 
between the two right-wing 
winners in Sunday’s vote, 
saying before the election “I 
never would have thought 
such a coalition could have 
been formed.” 

“But I realise that the 
election results have given 
great force to the AWS, 
which must be recognised. 
In a democracy, this must 
be respected. These two 
par ies are thirsty for power. 
This must not be seen badly, 
it’s normal for the opposi- 
tion. 

“I think this will play a 
big role in the negotiations 
between partners," he said. 

He skirted questions 
about who might be the 
next prime minister, saying 
only, “Why not?" when 
asked about the chances for 
some of the most-men-: 
tioned names — AWS head, 
Marian Krzaklewski, UW 
head, Leszek Balcerowicz 
or Andrzej Zakrzewski, a 


key AWS figure who is a 
former advisor to one-time 
Solidarity leader and former 
president Lech Walesa. 

On Monday, Mr. 
Krzaklewski. despite being 
the obvious candidate to 
head a government, said he 
would not want the pre- 
miership. 

Questioned about the pos- 
sibility of Mr. Walesa as 
next prime minister, Mr. 
Kwasnieweski said “know- 
ing the two parties (AWS 
and UW) he would be very 
surprised.” 

The president is expected 
to start formal talks to des- 
ignate the head of govern- 
ment on Thursday after the 
election results are finally 
tallied. 

In the interview, Mr. 
Kwasniewski also asked 
SLD chief, Jozef Oleksy, to 
resign after his party 
slipped out of first place. 

But Mr. Oleksky retorted 
on radio Tuesday that he 
“had no intention of leaving 
and that it was not up to the 
president to decide.” 

Mr. Kwasniewski said in 
the interview that Mr. 
Oleksy “would probably 
leave and that, if the SLD 
leaders had any sense of 
responsibility, would open 
the way for new men.” 

But Mr. Oleksy said such 
decisions belonged to the 
party leaders and de- 
nounced “the tendency by 
the president's advisors to 
interfere.” 


Mir crew sleeps after making repairs 


MOSCOW (R) — The crew of Russia's 
troubled Mir space station slept Tuesday 
after a hard night shift fixing the main com- 
puter and restoring automatic steering, cru- 
cial for a planned docking Sunday with a 
U.S. shuttle craft, mission control said. 

As the three men slept, NASA was prepar- 
ing to take a final decision on whether lo 
send a relief U.S. cosmonaut to the ageing 
space laboratory, which has suffered a series 
of computer problems, a major collision, a 
fire and other glitches in less than a year. 

’The cosmonauts have done a good job 
during the night and have to sleep now.” a 
mission control spokesman told Reuters 
from the town of Korolyov outside Moscow. 

He said the three-man crew had to repair 
the main computer by using spare tools and 
. parts of old malfunctioning computers. 

“Basically we can say they assembled a 
new computer, just like they did last week,” 
the spokesman said, adding that the break- 
down mirrored similar failures last week and 
two weeks ago. 

The spokesman said automatic orientation 
by 10 gyrodine rotating devices, which help 
keep the station in a stable position in orbit, 
was fully restored The gyrodines were 
switched off after the computer crashed 
Monday. 

Mir's solar panels must face the sun to 
soak up maximum solar energy, and stable 
orientation is critical for the docking with the 
U.S. space shuttle, Atlantis, due to blast off 


from Florida Friday and dock with Mir early 
Sunday. \ 

But the spokesman said mission control 
and the cosmonauts still did not know what 
kind of “brown substance" the crew saw 
floating from Mir Monday. He also said 
repairs to a “minorf breakdown in the air 
purifying system, which removes carbon 
dioxide from Mir, had not yet begun. 

Monday’s malfunctions were latest in a 
series of problems that have plagued Mir 
since its power supply was damaged during 
a collision with a cargo ship on June 25, the 
worst accident in the station’s 11 years in 
orbit. 

They came at an embarrassing time for 
Russian space officials who hosted NASA 
administrator, Daniel Goldin, for talks 
Monday on safety standards on the station, 
and just a day ahead of NASA’s decision on 
the Adantis mission. 

The spokesman said a video link-up was 
planned to begin at around 1000 GMT 
between Russian and U.S. space officials to 
discuss the situation on Mir and preparations 
for the Adantis flight. NASA would then tell 
the Russians what it had decided. 

NASA plans to send medical doctor and 
engineer, David Wolf, 41. to replace Foale, a 
British-born astrophysicist who has been on 
Mir since May. But voices have been raised 
in Congress against sending another 
American to the 11-year-old station. 
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Stiffer traffic laws needed 


THERE IS a national consensus on the need for 
■stiffer, more effective traffic laws to curb the increas- 
ing number of road violations, especially those that 
end in fatalities. The alarming traffic conditions in 
the Kingdom make it incumbent on the government 
to act and adopt a temporary law to help correct the 
situation now as the matter is urgent and cannot 
await the reconvening of Parliament. 

Much has been written on ways and means to 
improve traffic conditions on Jordan’s streets and 
high ways, and the emerging meeting of the minds on 
the subject should render speedy governmental inter- 
vention possible. The broad outline of new legislation 
should cover a variety of issues including regulating 
the import of all new vehicles so that they satisfy 
basic safety guidelines in line with international stan- 
dards. It is ridiculous that all new car imports are 
still allowed to he stripped of most safety features for 
licensing purposes as if they are luxury items. On the 
top of the list of such safety features are safety belts 
for all passengers including backseat passengers and 
all seats on inter-city public transportation buses, air 
bags for at least frontseat passengers, and the use of 
unleaded fuel. This much the country can legislate 
into law immediately without needless hesitation. 

The second phase of corrective measures to end the 
carnage on our roads would encompass driving con- 
ditions including speeding, bypassing and lane rules. 
Jordanian drivers have the least respect for lanes and 
have the habit of zigzagging from one lane into anoth- 
er just for the fiin of it or to save a second of driving 
time. Tinning left from even ex t reme right lanes 
appears to be a common phenomenon. Jordanian dri- 
vers seem to believe that they must widen their curve 
when turning left or right even at the expense of the 
safety of other drivers or pedestrians. 

Stopping at stop signs does not seem to be part of 
our driving culture. Stop signs are often interpreted 
to be “go” signs. The same criminal negligence is 
observed with regard to red and yellow traffic lights. 
Pedestrian safety does not appear to figure high on 
the list of priorities of our Traffic Department as 
there are no safe places for them to cross streets on 
such streets as Wasfi Tefl (Gardens) Street This is not 
to mention the alarming neglect of schoolchildren on 
their way to and from schools. Why the Traffic 
Department and the various schools in the country 
have not yet seen fit to assist pupils in crossing streets 
in the vicinity of schools is most disheartening? 

The third major category of concern is the applica- 
tion of traffic rules and regulations in an effective 
manner. Law enforcement is a critical element in the 
overall process aiming for greater observance of traf- 
fic rules. When we start fining drivers who ignore 
stop signs with very high fines, they may start taking 
traffic rules more seriously. The same goes for speed- 
ing, overpassing and dangerous shifting of lanes. 
There are occasions when driver's licences should be 
suspended or even revoked when violations are 
repeated. Above all, though, we must be prepared to 
apply one standard on aD drivers and not a flexible 
standard depending on the social or political status of 
the driver. 

A bolder treatment of traffic conditions in the coun- 
try is long overdue. Jordan's traffic situation is 
among the worst in the world. More needs to be done 
and fast 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour decried the resolution of the Arab 
League foreign ministers meeting in Cairo to “float” the ques- 
tion of attending the Doha economic summit due in 
November. Oreib Rintawi said that the Arab League's 
announcement that the Arab countries are free to decide 
whether to attend or boycott the Doha summit was a mild 
diplomatic expression, implying that the Arab ministers failed 
to reach a consensus on the question of the Doha summit. The 
announcement az the conclusion of the minis ters' meeting 
marked a clear retreat from a decision taken by the Arab lead- 
ers meeting last year when they made it a condition that 
progress in the Middle East-peace process should be achieved 
for them to attend the Doha summit, where Israel is to be rep- 
resented. said the writer. He added that in light of the foreign 
ministers' decision, one can safely conclude that the Doha 
summit will be held as scheduled, regardless of any progress 
in foe peace process. It is lo be regretted that the foreign min- 
isters' meeting, which should have been dedicated to tackling 
die Aiab-Israeli conflict, turned out to be an arena for pro- 
jecting inter-Arab differences, said the writer. He said there is 
no doubt the U.S. will thank the Arab T eag n g for taking such 
a decision which, said the writer, is solely designed to serve 
Israel’s interests. 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i reflected on the outcome of U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s miss ion in the Middle 
East region, saying that it is to be regretted that no meaningful 
results have ensued. The U.S. is a signatory to the Oslo 
accords, and it is regrettable to see the U.S. administration 
appear impotent and unwilling to interfere in the current crisis 
to give the peace pnxess some momentum, thus endangering 
its own credibility, said Fahed Fanek. The Washington Post, in 
its Sept. 15 edition, pointed out the fact that the U.S. diploma- 
cy has failed to carry out its duty in this sense and blamed Ms. 
Albright for failing to persuade the Israelis and the 
Palestinians to resume the peace negotiations noting that all 
Ms. Albright did was to exercise pressure on Yasser Arafat to 
dismantle the infrastructure of Hamas, said the writer. While 
Ms. Albright has failed to persuade Mr. Netanyahu to hah die 
settlement programme, her visit helped further weaken Mr. 
Arafat, making him less liable to confront Hamas in light of 
Israel's adamant position, the writer pointed out. He said that 
Ms. Albright should have voiced her country’s support for the 
Palestinian people’s legitimate rights and not only declare 
Washington’s continued support For the Jewish state. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


Discrediting Arab Americans 


a bigoted campaign 


BY NOW the world knows of Roger Tamraz, a 
Lebanese American, and of his appearance 
before the U.S. Senate Committee investigat- 
ing campaign finance irregularities in 1996. 

What is not so well-known is how some on 
the far right of U.S. politics have attempted to 
use the Tamraz case to harm Arab Americans, 
in general, and in particular, Ed Gabriel, an 
Arab American nominated by President 
Clinton to serve as ambassador to Morocco. 

The allegations in the Tamraz case are simple 
and, given the state of U.S. politics, quite com- 
mon. He is a businessman seeking support for 
a major international oil pipeline project As a 
major donor to both the Democratic Party and 
the president’s 1996 reelection campaign, party 
officials apparently assisted Tamraz in gaining 
access to White House officials to discuss his 
project There have been no allegations that 
Tamraz violated any laws. Rather, the focus of 
the committee’s attention is whether or not 
Democratic Party and White House officials 
gave improper attention to a campaign donor. 

While this case was being played out in full 
view of a national television audience, a dis- 
turbing game was being played behind the 
scenes. 

For several weeks now, both congressional 
officials and selected media figures have been 
receiving strange phone calls alleging a con- 
nection between Tamraz and Ed Gabriel, the 
ambassadorial nominee. There have also been 
suggestions of a connection between Tamraz 
and myself. 

Gabriel was to have his Senate hearing on 
Thursday to determine whether he would be 
confirmed for his post. But on Sunday, a staff 
person from the committee that was to review 
Gabriel’s nomination received a call from an 
individual claiming to be Tamraz, saying that 
Gabriel had improperly solicited funds from 
him in return for political access. 


Tamraz has publicly denied thai he made that 
phone call and denies that he knows Gabriel or 
that Gabriel had ever called him soliciting 
money. Furthermore, Gabriel asserts that he 
has never met Tamraz and does not know him . 
Nevertheless, given the hysterical state of poli- 
tics in Washington, the false allegations alone 
were enough to put a delay on Gabriel’s hear- 
ing. It has now been postponed and needs to be 
rescheduled. 

An article that appeared last Wednesday in 
the Washington Times, whose editorial pages 
are notorious for their anti- Arab and right wing 
views, further compounded the situation. The 
author was Kenneth Timmerman, a columnist 
associated with a number of far-right groups. 
T imme rman’s article not only suggests a con- 
nection between Tamraz and Gabriel, it also 
suggests a link between the Arab American 
Institute and Tamraz. 

Timmerman's article is filled with anti-Arab 
innuendo, warning, for example, of "obscure 
Arab businessmen who have been seeking for 
years to influence U.S. policy,” and of "Arab 
money” seeking "political favours.” 

Timmerman even suggests that Secretary 
Albright’s recent decision to lift the travel ban 
on Lebanon was bought by Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri and asks, "how much 
money changed hands... to win this change in 
U.S. policy?” And all these outrageous charges 
are persuaded by Timmerman without a shied 
of evidence to back them up. 

The Timmerman article is a classic example 
of unsubstantiated anti-Arab bigotry. It is 
wrong not only in its basic assumption: Ed 
Gabriel never met and does not know Roger 
Tamraz; it is filled with countless other errors 
as well. 

We can and have rebutted in press releases all 
the false allegations and the errors in fact. But 
to merely criticise the errors and lies of the 


Timmerman article misses the point of why it 
was written in the first place. The key question 
to be asked is what individuals and groups 
were behind the calls to Congress and the 
media and the T imm erman article? And what is 
their agenda? 

On the face of it, the motives seem clear: to 
hurt Ed Gabriel’s chances to become an ambas- 
sador (he will be the first high-level Arab 
American appointed by President Clinton's 
second term) and to discredit Arab Americans 
in general by suggesting that their activity is 
part of some foreign conspiracy to "buy influ- 
ence to subvert the U.S." It is also a part of the 
continuing effort to discredit the Clinton 
administration, by linkin g them and their poli- 
cy decisions to shadowy Arab money. 

In any case, whoever these groups and indi- 
viduals might be, they will certainly fail. First, 
the White House has made it clear that they are 
supporting Mr. Gabriel and that they know the 
allegations are false. They are therefore contin- 
uing to push for his appointment. Even foe 
Senate committee has rejected the false allega- 
tions and has decided, instead, to investigate 
the “fake” phone call attributed maliciously to 
Mr. Tamraz. 

And Arab Americans will not be so easily 
defeated. We faced similar anti- Arab attacks in 
foe past and know how to fight back. We have 
complained to foe White House and foe 
Department of Justice about the effort to vio- 
late our civil rights and have made it clear to 
foe congressional committees and foe media 
that these false and bigoted attacks have no 
place in our political system. 

What is important to note is that these attacks 
will be defeated because Arab Americans are 
resolved to do so and have foe political strength 
and organisation to win. But it remains dis- 
heartening, nonetheless, that after all these 
years, foe struggle must continue. 


Palestinians aspire to the peace 
of the brave, not a deceptive one 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


IT IS admitted that there are 
no peaceful relations 

between Palestinians and 
Israelis. The Israeli army 
and Israeli intelligence 

instruments, such as Shin 
Bet, are vigorously pursuing 
and detaining Palestinians, 
especially combatants who 
fought and resisted years 
ago foe atrocious Israeli 
occupation or those who are 
currently resisting it Almost 
daily clashes occur between 
Arab owners of land and foe 
Israeli army and foe Jewish 
settlers who want to grab 
more Palestinian land. 

The Israeli army is open- 
ing bypass roads to encircle 
Arab towns and villages and 
foe Israeli government and 
foe settlers are enlarging 
their settlements at foe 
expense of die Arab owned 
land. The Palestinian village 
population is being harassed 
daily by foe Jewish settlers 
to squeeze them out of their 
villages. All these Israeli 
practices augur badly for the 
Palestinians as they indicate 
a subtle device to transfer 
them from their homeland, 
as called for by some Israeli 
parties. 

It is under these circum- 
stances, which might cause 
an explosion in foe occupied 
territories if they aggravate, 
that U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright came to 
the Middle East to urge 
Israel and foe Palestinian 
National Authority (FNA), 
as well as foe Syrians and 
foe Lebanese, to revert to the 
table of negotiations. 
Following her mediation, 
Israel and the PNA agreed to 
send delegates to 
Washington to negotiate 
under U.S. auspices. But this 
is, in effect. Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s desire; he often 
repeated (as Yitzak Shamir 
once said) that “we should 
keep on negotiating” while 
Israel continues to confis- 
cate more land until there 
will be nothing to negotiate 
about 

During her stay in Israel 
and Palestine, Ms. Albright 
made statements which 
repeatedly emphasised foe 
need to combat terrorism 
against IsraeL She men- 
tioned rather peripherally 
the unilateral actions taken 
by Israel and that are clearly 
detrimental to foe two transi- 
tional periods and the final 
status negotiations, as pro- 
vided for iD foe Oslo 
accords. She never mention 
Jewish terrorism against 
Palestinians. 


One may very well agree 
wifo^Ms. Albright that the 
action of bulldozers cannot 
be morally equated with foe 
killing of people. But it 
should be emphasised that it 
is not simply a matter of 
bulldozing to build Jewish 
houses (as foe Israelis are 
wont to repeat ad nauseam); 
it is a matter of destroying 
Arab houses, expropriating 
and confiscating large areas 
of land belonging to 
Palestinians and building 
bypass roads for foe benefit 
of the settlers. All this results 
in depriving hundreds of 
Palestinians of their means 
of livelihood and. as foe 
Arabic proverb goes: "To 
deprive a person of his 
means of livelihood is equal 
to killing him.” 

Thus, foe usurpation of 
Palestinian lands causes 
frustration and desperation 
and incites especially foe 
deprived to commit desper- 
ate actions such as the sui- 
cide bombings; foe latter 
have never been condoned 
by the PNA and have been 
severely condemned. 

Israel is asking foe PNA, 
in so many words, to guaran- 
tee Israel’s absolute security, 
a feat that cannot be 
achieved for or by any state 
in foe world. The Oklahoma 
bombing is just one example 
of thousands. As one writer 
stated, if a state tries to 
achieve its absolute security, 
it will necessarily encroach 
upon foe jurisdiction of its 
neighbouring state. How 
can, then, foe PNA, which 
controls a minimal fraction 
of foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, be expected to prevent 
a suicide action by any per- 
son who might have slipped 
or infiltrated into Israel or 
through foe Israeli occupied 
areas, both tightly controlled 
by foe Israeli array. 

It is thus incumbent upon 
Israel itself to prevent such 
infiltrations, especially as 
foe Israeli army has often 
boasted that even a bird can- 
not fly in Israel’s sky with- 
out it knowing. 

The argument of foe Israeli 
prime minister and his advi- 
sor that freezing foe building 
of settlements is like freez- 
ing life does not hold water 
for several reasons. First, it 
is ascertained that there are 
thousands of unoccupied 
bouses in foe present settle- 
ments. Second even if this 
is not true (as Netanyahu has 
recently mentioned), the 
argument does not justify 
taking foe houses and land 
of other people. Third, foe 
question of settlements has 


to be decided upon (together 
with other problems) during 
the final status negotiations, 
as stipulated in Article V 
Paragraph 3 of foe Oslo 
Accord of 1993. 

Ms. Albright has often 
repeated, in Washington and 
in foe Middle East, that foe 
parties to foe conflict should 
themselves try to reach 
agreement and the U.S. will 
encourage them to do so. 
But she overlooks foe fact 
that Israel is foe stronger 
party, militarily and territori- 
ally. and is supported and 
backed by foe Congress and 
Zionist Jews throughout foe 
U.S. It is thus in an advanta- 
geous position that enables it 
to try dictate its will and 
conditions which cannot be 
accepted by foe PNA since 
they are unjust and against 
Palestinian interests. The 
result will be stalemate. 

Consequently, it is incum- 
bent upon foe U.S. to use its 
power and influence to bring 
pressure to bear upon Israel 
to abide faithfully by all 
agreements already conclud- 
ed between foe previous 
Israeli Labour government 
and the PNA It is well- 
known that Israel and Egypt, 
under Anwar Sadat, would 
not have reached foe agree- 
ments in 1978 and 1979 bad 
President Carter not effec- 
tively exercised his moral 
influence and prestige. 
President Carter actually 
took pan in the negotiations 
between Egypt and IsraeL 

It must be admitted that 
foe late Yitzhak Rabin made 
a vault-face when he recog- 
nised foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and 
then concluded with Arafat 
foe Oslo accord of 1993 
which, with all its weakness- 
es as far as foe Palestinian 
rights and interests are con- 
cerned, might still be called 
foe “peace of the brave” 
(just as De Gaulle called 
upon foe Algerian fighters to 
conclude with him foe “paix 
des braves”, thus putting 
both parties, France and foe 
Algerians, on equal footing. 

Can the Palestinians 
expect such a call from 
Netanyahu in implementing 
foe already concluded agree- 
ments between Israel and the 
PNA? It is doubtful, unless 
foe U.S. forces him to do so 
in foe interest of peace. 


The writer was an advocate 
in Palestine in 1944 and, for 
many years, legal officer at 
UNRWA headquarters in 
Beirut and Vienna. He con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


LETTERS 


Slap in the face for women 

lb the Editor: 


IT IS frustrating that, after all foe efforts to raise commu- 
nity awareness towards women’s rights, foe 120 grass- 
roots women who met four times this year in several gov- 
ern orates did not find fit to call for tougher penalty for 
"crimes of honour”. 

It is distressing to see this matter, and foe demand to 
include teaching subjects regarding women rights and 
legislation foal affects women in secondary and prepara- 
tory school curricula, come last on their list of 26 
demands to be addressed by parliamentary candidates and 
MPs when they are elected. 

In his column ‘Thank you, ladies, for this historic kick 
in foe pants" (Jordan Times, Sept 23, 1997), Rami 
Khouri, praising foe work of foe group, made no mention 
whatsoever of these two important issues. 

When will these grassroots women, whose votes placed 
foe demand to include women's issues and rights in 
school curricula at foe bottom of their demand list, realise 
that education is foe base of everything in life? How much 
more "poignant” is foe fact that about 26 women a year 
are slain in foe Kingdom in “crimes of honour"? 

It is no "historic lack in foe pants” for men if fathers, 
brothers, cousins can continue to murder their women kin 
under foe pretence of "honour", get applauded for that and 
walk out of prison after an insignificant sentence. It is a 
slap in foe face for women. 


Sa’eda Kilani, 
Rana Husseini, 
Amy Henderson, 
Amman. 


Owning up. 


To the Editor: 


I WOULD like to comment on the ad “Maid missing” 
that appeared on page nine of Sept. 23, 1997. issue of 
foe Jordan Times. 

It really angered me. as it read: ”... and she did not 
return to her owner's residence...” 

I hope that it was just a printing error, because I 
strongly resent foe idea that a person could own anoth- 
er person. 


Basem Masarweh, 
Trans Global Petroleum Jordan, 
Amman . 


To fault 


To the Editor: 


I WAS shocked to read foe ad in your issue of Sept. 23, 
1997, about a missing Filip ina maid which had been 
reported missing and “did not return to her owner’s res- 
idence.” 

Are we now, all ot a sudden, back to the time when 
human beings were bought and sold? How could such 
phrasing be allowed? 1 think foe newspaper staff share 
the responsibility in allowing foe use of such a phrase 
and foe one threatening that “those who conceal any 
information about her will be subject to legal punish- 
ment” 

No wonder she escaped. 


M aha El Metwalfy, 
Amman. 


Vie Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain the 
writers full name and preferably address as well. 
Names can be withheld upon request but onh under 
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IT 

OCCURRED 
TO ME ... 


A fine 


fine 


By Ah* Kassay 


EVERY YEAR there comes 
a lime for people id go on a 
pilgrimage of a very special 
nature. They carefully gather 
all the relevant documents, 
collect foe necessary funds, 
prepare their motor vehicles 
as well as their spirits for the 
ordeal that both would under- 
go very soon, and they set 
forth to renew their car 
licence. It was probably this 
that the Caliph Omar had in 
mind when be said his 
famous prayer. “Oh God, I 
do not ask you to reverse 
your judgement but I ask you 
to be gentle in applying it” 

In every country of the 
wodd this process is taxing 
for foe souL In Jordan, how- 
ever, it is one of the many 
areas where the Jordanian 
civil servant gives full reign 
to his imagination and inven- 
tiveness. The reader can 
understand, therefore, why it 
was with trepidation and a 
sinking heart foal the better 
half went last week to renew 
her licence. 

When she returned home at 
the end of foe day she natu- 
rally had to go through foe 
extensive rehabilitation 
process (hat is necessary to 
restore people who have 
spent a day in a government 
office to a stale fit for human 
composure. For foe uninitiat- 
ed, 1 mention some of foe 
rites involved, which include 
kicking off shoes, collapsing 
in an easy chair, gasping for 
breath while shaking foe head 
in disbelief and simultane- 
ously fanning foe face with a 
newspaper, while some min- 
istering angel rallies forth 
with an invigorating drink to 
restore foe tissues, and some 
eau de cologne with which to 
massage foe temples. 

When finally she was capa- 
ble of utterance, there was foe 
usual unintelligible gush of 
words that always comes 
from people who have been 
tried beyond endurance, as 
their mind struggles to relate 
all foe tales of horror that it 
has endured, and finds itself 
handicapped by having only 
one organ of speech. Then, 
when reason regained control 
and sorted out an agenda of 
the narrative, she was able to 
telf her tale one story at a 
time, die first one of which I 
shall share with you. 

Once upon a time, way 
back in 1993, a motorcar 
committed a driving offence 
for which it was given a tick- 
et by a traffic warden who 
had probably been carried by 
his zeal into fillin g die form 
before realising that the 
offending car belonged to an 
important charily organisa- 
tion. Still, no permanent harm 
was done because the traffic 
department soon realised that 
die matter of paying fines for 
offences committal might 
distract this charily from its 
noble endeavours, so it 
picked a name from a bat 
which happened to be that of 
my wife, and slapped the fine 
on her, clearly in the fall cer- 
tainty that any Jordanian 
should be only happy to pay 
the fine out of his own dwin- 
dling prase not only in view 
of the important work done 
by this charity, but also 
because the alternative would 
be foe loss of his car licence. 

But here was one Jordanian 
who refused to pay, and she 
contested the fine in court 
The judge reflected upen bff 
assertion that she had not at 
any time in her life had any 
connection with the charity 
concerned, and ordered o® 
the fine be dropped fromhtf 
record, which it was. That & 
until foe following year wWj 
it was claimed again, ano 
again every year since- 
Finall y, in confirmation oi 
the truism that anything o* 
be achieved through 
fence, my wife agreed to T*v 
foe fine. Guess whtfW’ 
pened then. The 
charge sai± “Waiianwi®^ 
Why are you going ®^^ 
paying the fines of this 
ty when your 
dearly that you wontM, 
different outfit altogem*^, 
am not sure that I shomO 
you get away with fflSr. 
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Catherine MeCaw prepares for take off in an aluminium Fly by Wire tethered plane at Paekakariki, near Welling- 
ton. The ‘Fly by Wire’ invention is the world’s first adventure ride offering full pilot control of a high-speed teth- 
ered plane (Reuter photo) 

New Zealand ride offers 
flight with strings attached 


By Catherine McCaw 
Reuter 

WELLINGTON — A 
New Zealander has peo- 
ple queuing to lie on a 
piece of aluminium and 
hurtle through the sky at 
break-neck speeds, at 
limes just 1 .5 metres from 
the ground. 

Neil Harrap's "Fly by 
Wire” invention, the first 
adventure ride offering 
full pilot control of a 
high-speed tethered 
plane, is attracting inter- 
est from around the 
world. 

The concept is simple 
— imagine dangling a 
pen from a piece of string 
and swinging it around 
beneath a central point. 
Now imagine the pen 
controlling its own speed 
and direction. 

The Fly by Wire pilot is 
strapped prone into a 
four-metre rocket-shaped 
aluminium capsule, sus- 
pended from a single 
point among overhead 
wires strung across a 
gully. 

The plane is first lifted 
from the ground, then 
winched backwards up 
the slope until the pilot’s 
feet are almost directly 
above her head. 

Once sufficient blood 
has rushed to the brain to 
convince the pilot that 
plunging into space is a 
good idea, she grasps the 
throttle and the release 
lever simultaneously. The 


It 

ble 


ride begins. 

The plane, powered by a 
24-horsepower rear 

engine, flies to a maxi- 
mum height of 65 metres 
and within a teeth-gnash- 
ins J.5 metres of the 
ground in places. It reach- 
es speeds of 120 kmh an 
hour on full throttle. 

During the NZS 1 29 
l$S2) six-minute ride, the 
pilot's visceral fortitude 
is challenged both by- 
weightlessness and maxi- 
mum G-forces of three 
times gravity. 

is humanly impossi- 
to hit anything, but 
the plane has a kill switch 
to stop the’ motor in case 
of uncontrollable panic. 
Mr. Harrap said only one 
person had used the 
switch since the operation 
began in May. 

The Fly by Wire experi- 
ence is about as close as 
most mortals will come to 
flying a fighter jet. 

Within seconds of the 
initial plunge down the 
hillside the plane has 
swooped low across the 
launching pad and is 
rushing headlong towards 
rocks on the opposite wall 
of the gully. 

In a last-minute reprieve 
the plane pulls up for a 
hairpin turn, is suspended 
for a split second in 
which each blade of grass 
below is visible, then 
dives once more into the 
valley. 

Cautious pilots can nav- 
igate the gully in a wide 


circle but Mr. Harrap rec- 
ommends high speed and 
tight turns to maintain 
height. 

The ride is by no means 
over when the timer 
stops, killing the motor. 
The plane soars silently 
above the earth for sever- 
al minutes, the Tasman 
Sea a hazy blue in the dis- 
tance and the only sound 
that of a small stream 
below, before the pi I or is 
brought back to earth 
with a gentle bump. 

Mr. Harrap said rhe 
plane, designed by aero- 
nautical engineer John 
Ten Have, meets all engi- 
neering and safety stan- 
dards. Its support cable 
has a seven tonne break- 
ing strain. 

At present there is only 
one in operation, near the 
coastal town of 
Paekakariki. 40 km north 
of Wellington. However, 
the patent arid trademark 
have been registered in 21 
countries and Mr. Harrap 
has big plans. 

Foreign investors 
enthusiastic 

Mr. Hanap said he had 
been approached by sev- 
eral foreign companies 
and individuals wanting 
to buy the system, includ- 
ing theme park operators 
and hoteliers. 

However, while he was 
open to cooperation with 
panics in other countries, 
he considers it would be 


foolish to sell. 

“Right now it's as 
though your house is 
worth S200.000. but you 
know in 12 months it will 
be worth S500.000, so 
would you sell it? The 
answer, of course, is no,” 
he told Reuters. 

"It could be idea to do a 
public company, a share 
offer in New Zealand or 
overseas. It’s hard to 
know which way to go at 
the moment.” 

Parties in the United 
States. Hong kong. 
Indonesia and Australia 
had expressed their inter- 
est. and Mr. Harrap said a 
German group was very 
keen to acquire European 
rights. 

“They’re anxious to 
proceed to the point 
where they’re doing the 
research and looking at 
sites already, even though 
we don't have an agree- 
ment,” he said. 

Mr. Harrap's immediate 
priority is to build anoth- 
er Fly by Wire in Queen- 
stown, New Zealand's 
tourist capital, where he 
expects strong demand 
and the ability to charge 
more per ride. 

“It's still in develop- 
ment. but when we do the 
next one we expect to 
achieve speeds of at least 
250 km an hour. That will 
make it the fastest adven- 
ture ride ever built in the 
world," he said. 
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Food is serious 
business for Japanese 


By Seth Sutel 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — It's Friday 
night, and the set is really 
cooking. 

The “iron man" and his 
challenger are locked in 
combat before a panel of 
steely faced judges. As 
the battle reaches a 
crescendo, the TV screen 
cuts to instant replay. 

Commentators oooh and 
ahhh — the brash chal- 
lenger has sent a huge 
seafood omelet somer- 
saulting gracefully into 
the air from his frying 
pan. 

The “battle of iron chef’ 
show may be wild and 
campy, but it speaks to 
the Japanese, as do the 
countless other cooking 
shows that fill the televi- 
sion schedule. The Japan- 
ese, while perhaps not 
known for it overseas, are 
among the most devoted 
food fanatics in the world. 

They put their money 
where their mouths are. 
spending more than any- 
one else on going out to 
eat According to die Lon- 
don-based market 

research firm Euromoni- 
tor, the Japanese spend an 
average of 197,000 yen 
each in restaurants every 
year. That's $1,670, 
which is about twice what 
Americans and the french 
shell out. 


Such figures shouldn’t 
come as a surprise, says 
food consultant Masako 
Ogawa. who recently 
rerurned from a tour of 
France and Italy devoted 
exclusively to visiting 
exotic cheese makers. 

“I believe Japan has a 
highly developed culinary 
sense — at least as high 
as the Chinese or the 
French.*’ she says. “We’re 
surrounded by wonderful 
flavours from the sea and 
the mountains, so we've 
learned to appreciate fine 
tastes.” 

For many Japanese, eat- 
ing out a lot is a necessity 
because they usually live 
far from where they work 
and have tiny apartments. 
Streets in some densely 
packed neighbourhoods 
have nothing but small 
restaurants mid bars for 
several blocks. 

But it's also Japan’s 
love of fine food and will- 
ingness to pay top yen to 
get it that built this coun- 
try's restaurant industry 
into a 24.7 trillion yen 
($210 billion) colossus — 
an amount larger than the 
entire economy of South 
Africa. 

Top chefs routinely 
spend long periods study- 
ing in Europe with the 
masters. A Japanese wine 
expert, Shinya Tasaki. 
was ranked die world’s 
No. 1 Sommelier in 1995, 


and France's top-ranked 
Cordon Bleu culinary 
school has a branch in 
Japan. 

“Japanese have good 
taste and they don’t mind 
paying for it,” says Amer- 
ican entrepreneur John 
Kuhn, who began an 
exporting business 

expressly to sell fancy 
mustards, salsas and salad 
dressings in Japan. “It's a 
perfect market for high- 
end foods.” 

But even the cheaper 
fare is held up to high 
standards. “Tampopo,” a 
modern film classic from 
satirist Juzo Itami, is a 
story of a quasi-religious 
quest for the perfect bowl 
of RameD noodles. 

Still, “iron chef* takes 
the cake for unbounded 
exuberance about food. In 
a nation that lusts after 
top brand names, it gives 
ordinary viewers a chance 
to drool over concoctions 
made by top chefs whose 
restaurants most people 
can’t afford to eat in. 

The show trots out a 
panel of culinary experts 
to explain the techniques 
used by the competing 
chefs. 

In the meantime, a 
hyperactive narrator, 
Shinichiro Ota, wanders 
with a microphone, blurt- 
ing out updates , from the 
floor of a giant set known 
as the kitchen stadium. 


“We’ve just received 
word that the challenger's 
assistant is using spinach 
juice to color his 
dumplings," he reports 
breathlessly. 

The face-offs in kitchen 
stadium start with a 
grandiose call of la 
cuisine,' 7 from sequined 
showman Takeshi Kaga 
— loosely rendered from 
the french as “Gentlemen, 
start your blenders," the 
contests end with a final 
taste-test from the panel 
pf judges to determine the 
week's winner. 

Besides this culinary 
showdown, there are end- 
less other shows on 
Japanese TV and stories 
in magazines that explain 
new recipes for home 
cooks and show off out- 
of-the way restaurants. 

There is no sign of the 
food fuss diminishing. 

Some experts believe it 
will increase as more and 
more Japanese spend less 
time at work and seek out 
luxuries. 

“No one can afford 
fancy cars or bouses 
here,’’ says Yukio Hat- 
tbri. one of the country’s 
best-known epicures and 
a commentator on “iron 
chef.’’ “Fine food is one 
of the only ways the 
Japanese have to enjoy 
themselves.” 


THE HOUSING BANK JORDAN 

FUND 


The Housing Bank (Jordan) is pleased to announce the commencement of 
subscription to the Housing Bank Jordan Fund E.C. (a mutual fund) which is 
managed by Alliance Capital Management L.P. - a leading U.S. investment 
manager with extensive experience in the Middle East markets . 

THE HOUSING BANK JORDAN FUND E.C. 

is the first ever country fund dedicated to investing only in the 

Jordanian Securities 



•Type : 

Closed Mid for die first three years, open end thereafter 

• Registration : 

Bahrain 

• Listing & Trading : 

Amman Financial Market (AFM) & Bahrain Stock 
Exchange (BSE) • 

• Investment objective and 
Policy : 

Long term capital appreciation through investment in a 
diversified portfolio of Jordanian securities, fixed 
income and Pre-IPO 

• Size : 

Up to JD 20,000,000 

• Fund Currency : 

Jordanian Dinar (JOD) 

•Initial Subscription Price : 

JOD 100 per share 

• Minimum Subscription : 

10 Shares (costing 1000 JOD) 

•Investment manager : 

Alliance Capital Management LJP. 

• Sponsor & Advisor : 

The Housing Bank (Jordan) 

• Custodian : 

Arab Banking Corporation (Bahrain) 

•Administrator : 

Arab Banking Corporation (Bahrain) 

• Sub-Custodian : 

The Housing Bank (Jordan) 

• Sub-Administrator : 

The Housing Bank (Jordan) 

•Transfer & Registrar Agent 

: Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Int’l (Bahrain) 

•Sub-Registrar : 

The Housing Bank (Jordan) 


I Subscription period starts on Sept 15th 1997 and will end on October 
16th 1997. 

I Subscription can be made through any of the Housing Bank branches in 
Jordan and Palestine . 




AN WTERMT10NAL COMMERCIAL BANK 
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World Bank calls for action on social injustice 


HONG KONG (R) — 
World Ban): President 

James Wolfensohn Tuesday 
appealed to the world to 
reverse economic and 
social inequality before it 
was too late. 

“We must recognise that 
we are living with a time 
bomb, and unless we take 
action now, it could 
explode in our children’s 
faces" he told the World 
Bank/lntemational Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) annual 
meetings. 

Three billion people lived 
on less than $2 a day, and 
1.3 billion on less than $1 a 
day, 100 million went hun- 
gry each day and 150 mil- 
lion did not get a chance to 
go to school, he said. 

“They have one thing in 
common. They do not want 
charity. They want a 
chance. They do not want 
solutions imposed from 
without They want the 
opportunity to build from 
within," Mr. Wolfensohn 
said. 

The meetings have 
already produced action on 
poverty, approving moves 
to help highly-indebted 
countries mainly in Africa, 
and increasing funding for 
the cash-strapped Multilat- 
eral Investment Guarantee 
Agency (MIGA). 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus has also 
praised a British proposal 
to help get debt-laden poor 
countries on track to repay 
their debts using a current 
World Bank/IMF initiative. 

Mr. Wolfensohn also 
spoke out against graft, a 


recurrent theme during this 
year’s World Bank/IMF 
meetings. 

“We have seen how cor- 
ruption flourishes in the 
dark, how it prevents 
growth and social equity 
and how it createst the 
basis for social and politi- 
cal instability” he said. 

The World Bank’s bottom 
line was simple — if a gov- 
ernment was unwilling to 
act against corruption, then 
the World Bank must cur- 
tail its level of support to 
that country. 

“Corruption, by defini- 
tion. is exclusive,” Mr. 
Wolfensohn said. 

“It promotes the interests 
of the few over the many. 
We must fight it wherever 
we find it,” he stressed. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said pub- 
lic decisions must be 
brought “into the sunshine 
of public scrutiny," and 
called for action on social 
and economic injustice. 

“Without economic hope, 
we wUI not have peace. 
Without equity, we will not 
have global stability. With- 
out a better sense of social 
justice, our cities will not 
be safe, and our societies 
will not be stable,” he said. 

“Without inclusion, too 
many of us will be con- 
demned to lead separate, 
armed and frightened 
lives,” the World Bank 
president emphasised. 

Both Mr. Wolfensohn 
and Mr. Camdessus identi- 
fied the poor as the real vic- 
tims of economic turmoil. 

Mr. Wolfensohn told cen- 
tral bankers and finance 


officials from 181 countries 
that the World Bank would 
respond to. market shocks 
in South East Asia by beef- 
ing up its efforts to 
strengthen financial sectors 
in developing countries. 

He vowed to “expand (the 
bank’s) capacity for bank- 
ing and financial system 
restructuring” because “it 
is the poor who pay the 
highest price when invest- 
ment and access to credit 
dries up, when workers are 
laid off. when budgets and 
services are cut back to 
cover losses.” 

Mr. Camdessus delivered 
much the same message to 
those who defend the poor, 
saying that national policy 
reponsibility involved 
“avoiding macroeconomic 
imbalances and correcting 
them when they arise.” 

“For indeed, it is the poor 
who are most likely to lose 
their livelihoods during 
economic downturns and 
who are least able to pro- 
tect the real value of their 
incomes and savings dur- 
ing periods of high infla- 
tion," he said. 

Mr. Camdessus said that 
the main order of business 
for the IMF was to help 
countries achieve monetary 
and macroeconomic stabil- 
ity, along with the neces- 
sary structural reforms. 

While the global environ- 
ment was “generally 
favourable,” he said, there 
were problems in achieving 
sustainable growth “that 
results in a permanent 
reduction in poverty and 
greater equality of econom- 


ic opportunity, and is 
respectful of national cul- 
tures and traditions.” 

Inefficient use of public 
resorces perpetuated pover- 
ty and impeded develop- 
ment in “all too many 
countries," Mr. Camdessus 
said. 

Mr. Wolfensohn said that 
while social progress as 
determined by growth 
rates, the pace of capital 
flow and life expectancy 
has been dramatic, he 
maintained, “the glass is 
almost totally empty for. 
too many.” 

“Indeed, for too many, it 
is the worst of times, as 
huge disparities persist 
across and within countries 
...” Mr. Wolfensohn said. 

In the next three decades, 
with the world’s population 
growing by SO million a 
year, the number of people 
living with less than $2 a 
day could rise from three to 
five billion. 

In addition to practising 
what the bank calls “good 
governance,” Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn urged world leaders to 
devote more resources to 
social development and to 
ensure that their economies 
are underpinned by sound 
financial structures. 

Mr. Camdessus said the 
lesson to be drawn from the 
recent developments in 
South East Asia was “not 
about the risks of globalisa- 
tion — and still less about 
demonising the markets — 
but rather about the impor- 
tance of good citizenship 
when tapping them.” 

“Indeed, countries cannot 


compete for the blessings 
of the global capital mar- 
kets and refuse their disci- 
plines,” he said. 

Urging “an orderly liber- 
alisation of capital mar- 
kets,” Mr. Camdessus 
encouraged countries to 
“remove controls in a way 
that supports the drive 
towards sustainable macro- 
economic policies, strong 
monetary and financial sec- 
tors and lasting liberalisa- 
tion.” 

He said that the crisis that 
emerged in Thailand was 
“distuibing ... because it 
was foreseen and pre- 
ventable, but still struck 
with full force.” 

Pressure on Thailand’s 
baht, intermittent in 1996, 
increased and “in the 
absence of a sufficiently 
comprehensive set of mea- 
sures. the crisis broke” 
spreading anxiety to other 
countries in the region. 

The decision to free the 
baht from its dollar link on 
July 2 sent the currency 
plunging and necessitated a 
$17.2 billion IMF-brokered 
rescue as Thai financial 
markets came under an 
attack that spread to 
Malaysia. Indonesia and 
the Philippines. 

Mr. Camdessus said 
countries seeking to tap 
global capital markets must 
• pursue sound and transpar- 
ent policies that instill con- 
fidence and respect the sig- 
nals the markets provide. 



Under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Sarvath El-Hassan 



the 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

wiB host its 

Fifth ABS Annual Charity Funfair 


The fair will be an all day event which will be 
held in the school on Friday, September 26* 
1997, from 10 am till 5 pm. 


The fair will feature various games, prizes, Gve 
performances, raffle tickets, roller blading, varieties of 
food, fashion shows & exhibits of various products. 


Al proceeds w* go to ihe Jordanian Society for Therapeutic Rkling. Al 
Hussein Society for the Handicapped. YMWA & other charity centres. 


Entrance fee: JD 1 


Survey: 80 per cent of Japanese say 
China will become economic rival 


TOKYO 
Eight out of 10 Japan- 
ese see China as a 
future economic rival 
for their country in the 
future, according to a 
survey. The survey 


conducted by Kyodo 
News showed 39 per 


cent thought China 
will become a “power- 
ful rival.” with 42 per 
cent saying that China 
will become “some 
sort of rival.” 

Moreover, 46 per 
cent believe China 
will become a military 
threat. 

The news 
interviewed 


the respondents said 
they felt a strong or a 
certain degree of 
closeness to China, 
compared with 42 per 
cent who said they 
held little or no such 
sentiment, the survey 
showed. 

On the scope of the 
ongoing review of the 
1978 Japan-U.S. 
defence cooperation 
guidelines, 31 percent 
said Taiwan should be 
included in the 


areas 


surrounding Japan” 
covered by defence 


agenc 


people by telephone. 
Some 57 per cent of 


cooperation between 
Japan and the U.S. 
Only 21 per cent dis- 




he issue 


triggered 


strong criticism from 
China after Japanese 
Chief Cabinet Secre- 
tary Seiroku Kajiyama 
suggested last month 
that Taiwan, consid- 
ered a renegade 
province by Beijing, 
falls within the scope 
of the guidelines. 

A total of 46 per cent 
said Taiwan should 
become independent 
against 35 per cent 
who said it should 
retain its present sta- 
tus. 

Another 13 per cent 
said Taiwan should 
reunite with mainland 
China. 


Egypt, 

Jordan 


negotiate 
construction 
of gas 
pipeline 


CAIRO (AFP) — Negotia- 
tions are underway between 
Egypt and Jordan for the 
construction of a pipeline to 
pump 300 million cubic feet 
(nine million cubic metres) 
per day. of Egyptian natural 
gas to Jordan, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Egyptian Petroleum Min- 
ister Hamdi Al Banbi dis- 
cussed the scheme in talks 
Monday with Jordan's ener- 
gy and mineral resources 
Minister Mohammad Saleh 
Al Horani, a spokesman for 
the oil ministry here said. 

Mr. Horani, meanwhile, 
told the Egyptian govern- 
ment daily Al Ahram that 
the pipeline will be 280 
kilometres long and would 
pump natural gas through 
the Sinai to a location near 
the Red Sea Port of Aqaba. 

Mr. Horani expected 300 
milli on cubic feet (nine mil- 
lion cubic metres) of natural 
gas to be pumped daily once 
the deal goes through and 
die level to be increased to 
400 milli on cubic feet (12 
milli on cubic metres) per 
day at a later stage. 

He said negotiations were 
underway with the U.S. 
firm Amoco to build the 
pipeline and link it to a Jor- 
danian grid aimed at sup- 
plying power stations as 
well as phosphate and fer- 
tiliser plants. 

Meanwhile. Egypt and 
Jordan will connect their 
electricity systems in 
December as part of a pro- 
ject to create a regional grid, 
Egyptian Energy Minister 
Maher Abaza was quoted 
Monday as saying. 

The English-language 
Egyptian Gazette said work 
was under way to ran a 
cable beneath the Gulf of 
Aqaba. The $ 250 million 
cost is being funded in part 
by the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Develop- 
ment, the paper said. 

Mr. Abaza made the 
announcement after a meet- 
ing with Mr. Hourani, the 
paper said. 

The ministers also dis- 
cussed the use of the wind 
for generating electricity, 
the paper said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Gelatinous 
garnish 
6 Mail 

10 Turn white 

14 Bone partner 

1 5 Part of the iris 

16 Tve Got — in 
Kalamazoo" 

17 — car (airport 
offering) 

18 Algeria neighbor 

19 Geek 

20 Hold title to 

21 Truffaut film 

24 Himalayan ape- 
men 

26 Bully 

27 Globetrot 

29 Ship to 
remember 

31 Napa export 

32 Running wild 
34 Law 

38 Play a part 

39 Abruptly, so to 
speak 

41 Lennon's love 

42 Continental — 

44 Painter Magritte 

45 Blue pastel 

46 Caulking fiber 
48 Speckled 

songbird 

50 Puppet 

53 Kind Of ballerina 

54 Bogdanovich 
comedy 

57 Vitamin amt. 

60 Pulitzer author, 
James 

61 Shark’s offer 

62 U. of Florida 
athlete 

64 Trepidation 

65 Port Pound 

66 Happening 

67 Coffee .servers 

68 Film holder 

69 Unwashed 
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by Chuck Deodene 


DOWN 

1 Hairdo 

2 Multitude 

3 Trifling, 
financially 
speaking 

4 Adherent suff. 


5 Pure 

6 Catamounts 

7 Coliseum 
shape 

8 Vend 

9 Eastern 
relaxation 
technique 

10 Wonder drug 

11 Mote 

12 Bogart’s "Key—* 

13 Tribe bigwig 

22 Po Valley city 

23 Therefore 
25 Party night, 

often 

27 "■ — the night 
before..." 

28 High-calorie 

29 Computer 
device 

30 Similar 
33 Word on 

Japanese ships 

35 Show — (be 
merciless) 

36 Burden 

37 Storied 
boa tb uilder 



□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□□ Q 

□□ EJ 

QQJiBQO □□□□□ 


e 1997 Tiflxme Madia 
All rights resented. 

39 Old enough 

40 Paris subway 
43 Cuties 

45 Fortify 
47 Disabilities 
conqueror, 
Helen 

49 Jointed 

50 Foul-up 


Services, Inc. 


51 Detroit batsman 

52 Tar's milieu 

53 Kind of code or 
colony 

55 Seepage 

56 “How — you!" 

58 Word of warning 

59 Bohemian 
63 Bird: pref. 


Peanuts 


SO! ANOTHER DAT 
OF WALKIN6.. 





Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1997 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: 

(March 21 to April 19) There’s more work coming in all 
the time. It’s important that you do it There’s quite a bit 
of money involved. Delegate some of die other chores, 
but keep the authority for yourself. You have a great deal 
of energy, so don’t worry about it. You’ll get everything 
done. 


TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) Even if you have to work, you’re iii 
a good mood. There are a bunch of old, overdue assign- 
ments stacked up in the comer. Take care of those first 
Some of foe customers are starting to holler. Tell them it 
will all be handled as quickly as possible. Then, get busy! 


GEMINI: 

(May 21 to June 21) You would rather stay home today. 
That’s not happening. Work will go welL once you get 
into iL Convince yourself that whatever you're doing is 
important and interesting. A person who’s usually diffi- 
cult to get along with is in a good mood. Finish a job for 
a friend. 


MOON CHILDREN: 

(Jiine 22 to July 21) You're very good with details right 
now! And, you’re lucky in love. If you've already got a 
sweetheart, pay attention to that ally not a date night. 
Make an exception to that rule. 


LEO: 

(July 22 to August 21) You have plenty of financial pres- 
sures, What’s more, your romantic partner is still being 
stubborn. Don't argue. There’s going to be a little more 
freedom for you soon. That will be good for tire relation- 
ship. You do better when you’re the person making the 
decisions. _ ■ 


"VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September ^)' Focus your concentration 
on earning as much as possible. Then, pay off as many 
bills as you can. Think how proud you'll be! The only 
problem with this scheme is fear you're going to waut to 
spend the money once you get it. It's not going to be easy 
to save, but give it a try. - 


LIBRA: 

. (September 23 to October 22) The theme of the day is to 
get firings cleaned up. Make sure everything is sent out, 
checked off, finished, and done with.' It's a pretty good 
day for starting new projects, especially the planning 
phase. A good beginning is very important. It quite often 
leads to success. 


SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21) Tins is an especially good 
day to meet with friends and associates. You are very 
decisive, and forthright .You- 11 be constantly surrounded 
by people who want to do whatever you request. This 
could also be true in romance, by the way. 


SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) Today is the same as 
yesterday, hut in a different setting. You may be ordered 
to do soraethmg'you don’t think you should have to do. 
Don’t be pushed around. Be forthright and honest about 
what you want Hash this thing out so it's settled once 
and for all. 


CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) Go along with an older per- 
son’s demands. You'll make everbody’s life easier. Offer 
your opinion in a nice way. That’s not easy for you. Your 
middle name is “Confrontational.” You should learn 
something by being slightly tactful. It’ll help you become 
more effective. 

AQUARIUS: 

( January 21 to February 19) If you need to get a loan, put 
in your application. It’s an excellent time to ask for a 
raise, too- If you’re out to sell something, make sure 
you’ve done the homework first You’ll have to pass a 
test. If you’re not sharp, you won’t get what you want 
But it’s good practise. 


PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) Things are falling into place. 
Enterprises you launch now will be very lucrative. If you 
want to apply for a better job, move on it right now. Con- 
ditions are changing tomorrow. Talk to a person who lives 
far away to find an additional source of funding. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“An aspirin a day could prevent a 
heart attack — but opening the 
bottle could cause one!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 

® by Henri Arnold and Mka Ar^rfeff 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter lo each square, to term 

bur orcSnary words. 
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WHAT He ATE 
WH94 HIS 
PIET FAIL® 


Now arrange the Girded MWV 
form ths surprise answer, u ** 
gested by tha above carton 
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Answer A poor way to buy property - SITE 
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review oj news from the r Jlra6ie press 


Ministry of Health plans to raise 
medical charges, prices of medicines 


** HEALTH INSURANCE premiums 
and the prices of medicines and tests will 
be hiked when the 1998-2010 health care 
strategy, approved recently by the Council 
of Ministers, goes into effect in about two 
years. Health Minister Ashraf Kuirii 
announced Tuesday. He told a press con- 
ference that the ministry is about to con- 
duct a serious study of the imbalances 
between the earnings and the expenditures 
as the ministry's JD106 million budget is 
no longer sufficient to cover expenses in 
the health sector. 

The minister indicated that expenses 
represents 7.9 per cent of the national 
income, a rale, he said, was high com- 
pared to what neighbouring Arab states 
spend on their health sectors. Dr. Kurdi 
explained that the ministry spends on civil 
health insurance alone around JD21.5 
million from its own budget. The amount 
translates into 25 per cent of the total 
health expenditure. Another 24 per cent of 
the spending, or JD20.5 million, goes to 
treating military personnel. 

The ministry also spends about JD38.5 
million, or around 45 per cent, on capable 
persons who do not have cards from the 
National Aid Fund (NAF). The underpriv- 
ileged who hold NAF cards account for 
JD4.5 million of the total health expendi- 
tures. To cover this spending the ministry 
collects no more than JDS. 5 million from 
insurance premiums of which mili tary 
personnel contribute only JD1 million. 

“As such, it is imperative that a new eco- 
nomical health strategy be implemented 


RbU i LNS : = 


to ensure less hospitalisation periods and 
curb waste of medicines and in operation 
rooms and laboratories,” the minister 
stressed. He also emphasised the impor- 
tance of having health services beneficia- 
ries participate in covering the cost of 
these services to ensure its sound co ntin u- 
ity- 

Dr. Kurdi told journalists that fees 
charged by government hospitals for vari- 
ous services were unfair and did not rep- 
resent more than a small share of the real 
costs. He said his ministry was being 
unjustly treated, especially when, for the 
most part, its earnings end up going to the 
Department of Traffic and the Municipal- 
ity of Greater Amman or the Ministry of 
Finance. The minister indicated that work 
is under way to rectify the situation and to 
have the earnings flow into the ministry's 
budget to improve its services at hospitals 
and health centres. 

He emphasised that the ministry will 
endeavour to balance its earning*; and 
expenditures even by saving on the elec- 
tricity and fuel consumption. “Fees will 
be levied on testing food and medicines.” 
he said noting that medical charges at 
government hospitals, for those who are 
able to pay, are the lowest in the world. 

The minister concluded by pointing out 
that in 1996. expenditures in the health 
insurance field amounted to JDS5 million, 
whereas the gross earnings were JD 18.5 
million. “This clearly shows the imbal- 
ance between the size of spending and 
that of earnings” (A1 Ra'i + A1 Aswaq). 
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Currency 
US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
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NL Guilder 
FH Franc 


Currency 
US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
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Metal 
Gold (ox's) 
Stiver (oz's) 
Platinum (oz's) 

Bid 

320.7 
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Offer 

32122 

4.71 
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AL (3 Months) 
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Industrial Development 
Bank and Europe’s EIB 
end talks on 3 accords 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Jordanian delegation 
headed by Rajab AlSa’d. 
general manager of the 
Industrial Development 
Bank (IDB) and two 
senior officials from the 
Luxembourg-based 
European Industrial 
Bank (EIB.) Tuesday 
wound up a series of 
negotiations aimed at 
concluding three finan- 
cial agreements. 

Under the first agree- 
ment. the EIB will grant 
the IDB a 30 million 
ECUs (European Cur- 
rency Unit) loan to 
finance the normal lend- 
ing facilities provided by 


the IDB to Jordanian 
industrial, tourist and 
service projects. 

Under the second 
agreement, the EIB will 
grant the IDB five mil- 
lion ECUs to cover the 
requirements of risk cap- 
ital ventures involving 
the bank's or the 
investors’ contribution to 
projects’ capital. 

The third agreement, 
however, provides for 
granung five million 
ECUs to the IDB to 
cover the EEB’s contribu- 
tion to increasing the 
IDB’s capital, which will 
be raised to JD 24 mil- 


Large Jordanian 
industrial delegation 
leaves for Baghdad 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
60-member industrial 
delegation, headed by 
Amman Chamber of 
Industry President Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan.Tues- 
day left for Baghdad for 
talks with Iraqi officials 
and businessmen on bol- 
stering existing bilateral 
relations and identifying 
the needs of Iraqi mar- 
kets. 

In a statement to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. 
Abu Hassan said the visit 
aims at achieving eco- 
nomic integration and 
complementarity with 
Iraq in addition to show- 
ing solidarity with and 


support for the Iraqi 
people. 

The delegation will dis- 
cuss possibilities of 
increasing Jordanian 
industrial exports to Iraq, 
in line with the provi- 
sions of the trade proto- 
col signed by both coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said 
the delegation will deliv- 
er essential medicines 
badly needed by Iraqi 
hospitals noting that the 
delegation will discuss 
possibility of importing 
some raw materials 
which can be used in Jor- 
danian industries. 


Kuwait tanker firm reports 
record $61 million profit 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Oil 
Tanker Co. (KOTO, surviv- 
ing two Gulf wars and 
embezzlement, Tuesday 
reported a record 1996/97 
net profit of $61 milli on. 

State KOTC said in 3 state- 
ment its net profit for the fis- 
cal year which ended June 30 
reached 18.38 milli on dinars 
compared to 8.5 milli on 
dinars the previous year. 

Total profits would be 
transferred to KOTC mother 
company, the state Kuwait 
Petroleum Coip (KPC), 
which would in rum hand die 
funds to the state, KOTC 
Ch airman Abdullah AJ 
Roumi said in a statement 
sent to Reuters. 

He attributed part of the 
improvement to a rise in 
international shipping rates 
compared to previous years. 

Mr. Roumi said KOTC car- 
ried a total of 22.63 million 
tonnes of crude oil, petrole- 
um products and liquefied' 
gas in 1996/97, some 2.27 
million tonnes less than the 
previous year. The company 
sold four of its vessels in the 
last fiscal year. 

In May. Sheikh Salman A1 
Sabah, KOTC deputy man- 
aging director for adminis- 
tration and finan ce, told 
Reuters that actual net profit 
until March 1997 had 
reached 14 milli on dinars. 

KOTC, which carries about 
20 per cent of Kuwait's 
exports of crude and oil 
products, suffered heavy 
losses during the 1980-88 
Iran-Iraq war when its ves- 
sels were repealed targets for 
Iran, angered by the tiny 
Gulf state’s firm political and 
financial support for fellow 
Arab Iraq. 

The firm moved to the 
United Arab Emirates from 
Kuwait when Iraq invaded 
and occupied Kuwait in 


1990, chartering most of its 
fleet to Saudi Arabia which 
swiftly raised its crude out- 
put to make up for lost Iraqi 
and Kuwaiti exports. 

The company — which 
now operates some 29 crude, 
products and gas carriers — 
was then hit by a financial 
scandal costing more than 
$100 million and triggering a 
major restructuring. 

Mr. Roumi Tuesday said 
KOTC would take delivery 
in mid-1998 of two 309,000- 
tonne crude tankers ordered 
from South Korea's Hyundai 
Industries Co. in December 
for a total $170 million to 
raise the number of crude 
tankers to six with a total 
capacity of 1.76 milli on 
tonnes. 

Sheikh Salman had earlier 
told Reuters that KOTC, 
formed in 1957. would for 
the first time internally 
finance the purchase of the 
new crude earners without 
any help from KPC. , 

KPC currently charters 
vessels to cany its exports to 
the United States while 
KOTC vessels deal mainly 
with Kuwait's customers in 
Asia and Europe. 

The new vessels will have 
a double hull to meet Ameri- 
can environmental regula- 
tions which industry experts 
say would eventually be 
adopted by Europe. 

KOTC officials have in the 
past refused to disclose the 
size of the firm’s cash hold- 
ings but said in May return 
on investment for 1996/97 
was $4 milli on. 

KOTC is only allowed to 
make bank deposits. 

Kuwait, which has an 
OPEC quota of two milli on 
bpd, hopes to reach a produc- 
tion capacity of three million 
bpd by 2005 from a current 
2.5 million barrels. 


AMMAN rZNANOZAL MAJUOET 
BOOS IMG BANK CENTER AHHU - SHMEISAXI 
TELEPHONE) 607171 / 607179 
CZXD MARKET SHARE PUCE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 23, 


23/09/1997 


PAST 12 
&XGH 


346.000 241.500 


COMPANY’S NAME 

P / * 

DXV- 

WO. 

or 

TRANS. 

■o. or 

SHARES 

• VALUE 
TRADED 
JD 

ARAB BANK 

15.5 

1.19 

10 

520 

175100 

JOR. NATIONAL BE. 

E 

0.00 

15 

7721 

15132 

BANK OP JORDAN 

6.3 

0.00 

6 

21053 

65SS9 

MID. BAST ZNV.BX. 

60.4 

0.00 

1 

100 

92 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

9.2 

6.82 

5 

9000 

22736 

JOR. COLT BANK 

4.5 

9.33 

2 

2000 

1500 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANE 

15.3 

3.10 

4 

1700 

6409 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

22.2 

0.00 

1 

150 

510 

BEIT . AL— HAL (BBZTNA) 

.6 

16.13 

1 

250 

233 


BAKE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX) 240.07 


JOR. ELECTRIC PER. 
BXKEH MINERALS 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
MID. BAST. HOTELS 
ARAB INTL.XNV.EDOC. 
ZARKA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


[| 109.98 *C 


4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEKJBTT TACT. 

25.8 

2.87 

4.140 

3.000 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.3 

2.70 

11.000 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL.REPXHARX 

10.5 

8.19 

7.200 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNING 

5.8 

6.38 

3.260 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.ACR. 

9 

0.00 

7.150 

5.800 

JOR .WORSTED MILLS 

11.0 

2.92 

4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MART. 

12.7 

4.33 

5.950 

4.300 

OAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

14.3 

4.27 

3.8S0 

2.220 

ARAB ALDK.ZHD. 

5.8 

10.08 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POOLTMT 

11.4 

0.00 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1.200 

.510 

INTEHHZD. PSTR0.CHXM. 

9 

0.00 

4.820 

4.510 

JOR . CHEM . INDS . 

19.4 

4.19 

.890 

.530 

JOR. SULFHO-CHEK 

9 

0.00 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEK. 

17.0 

5.26 

1.880 

1.080 

DHZV. KODN. INDS. 

P ■ 

.21 

1.460 

.900 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

12.1 

11-11 

1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.9 

4.43 

1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.4 

0.00 

1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX) 121.52 *C 
GRAND TOTAL INDEX) 174.90 *t 
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.630 

.300 

CENTRAL GEM . STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

.650 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.9 

0.00 

1.550 

1.060 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

72.2 

0.00 

.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWLXTAH 75* 

71.0 

0.00 

.710 

.490 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

9 

0.00 

.720 

.400 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

.750 

.400 

NATL. MULT.ZNC.KAMICO 

9 

0.00 

.960 

.890 


11.8 

0.00 

.640 

.410 

NAYZAK DIES 6 MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.58 

.730 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

.730 

.550 

HA 21 PHARM. 85* 

X 

0.00 

.550 

.290 

INDS. 8NC. 

9 

0.00 

.860 

.680 

INDS. CERAMIC 

18.1 

‘ 0.00 

1.000 

.690 

wax.alomiiiiuii. 75 * 

98.8 

0.00 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB INI. FOOD PACT. * 

40. S 

0.00 

.860 

.580 

MID. BAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 


.31 

.41 

1.10 

.40 .01+ 

.74 -02- 

.51. .01+ 

.39 .01- 

.42 

.98 .03+ 

.43 .02- 

.76 

.64 .01+ 

.68 - 

.30 " 

.69 .01+ 

.71 - 

.84 .04+ 

.62 - 


GRAND TOTAL 


117 271740 


Riyadh 

strikes 

major 

grain 

purchase 

PARIS lR) — Saudi Arabia 
bought 1.5 million tonnes of 
bailey from the world grain 
market Monday in a major 
deal worth over $200 mil- 
lion. grain traders said. 

The barley will be deliv- 
ered in October and Novem- 
,'ber and represents roughly 
‘one quarter of annual 
.imports needed for the desert 
kingdom's animal herds. 

Prices for the deal with 
seven multinational firms 
were not disclosed. But 
traders put them between 
$148 and $152 a tonne, mak- 
ing an average total invest- 
ment of $225 milli on. 

That is equivalent to just 
39 hours’ oil production for 
OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia, 
whose annual imports of up 
to six milli on tonnes of bar- 
ley — the world's largest — 
can be paid for with less than 
sLx days' oil, analysts esti- 
mate. 

• But it comfortably exceeds 
the size of most grain deals, 
where barley occupies a 
small but high-risk and 
potentially lucrative, comer 
of international commodity 
trade. 

’This is an important deal. 
Suppliers from almost 
everywhere will want to be 
part of this business.” a grain 
trader said. 

Other Middle East 
importers like Iran and 
Libya are also expected to 
buy barley soon, although 
their estimated needs are 
smaller at 200,000 tonnes. 

At London’s Baltic 
Exchange, centre of the 
world shipping market, ship- 
brokers reported a surge in 
orders for grain vessels to 
meet tight delivery deadlines 
for the Saudi imports. 

Shipowners stand to make 
518 a tonne from the voyage 
between North America, 
Europe and other grain 
exporting states and Saudi 
Arabia's ports in the Red Sea 
and Gulf. 

Traders who sold foe grain 
must also pick up foe $1 to 
$2 a tonne cost of colouring 
a tiny portion of it with 
harmless red dye. Saudi reg- 
ulations insist on foe practice 
to prevent imported grain 
being mingled with the local 
crop, which qualifies for 
heavy subsidies to Saudi 
farmers. 

Traders estimated foe 
resulting value of foe deal to 
grain exporting areas like foe 
European Union CELT) at 
$130 per tonne. 

That price may be too low 
for foe EU Commission 
which regulates grain export 
subsidies .to cover the gap 
between higher internal 
prices and lower world lev- 
els, but EU grain traders 
need subsidies to break even. 

A battle over export 
refunds between Brussels 
and grain houses looked 
'inevitable, traders said. 

The EU is the world’s 
largest producer and 
exporter of barley, which is 
split into feed barley sent 
mainly to the Middle East 
and malting barley used for 
beer brewing as far afield as 
China. 
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DAJAJNI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in!8k Gold • p^ 2 f ™ aKbS ■ 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HfilG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

• Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


ShmetsanI - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweffiehTel: 823891 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 

699634 EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem /^Conditioned 
Bisses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes torn Abdolf 
to Airport and Back 


For Further DefcSs call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abekas Branch 653313 




ith Circle 
Tel. 692672 Fiix 674551 


*1NT 

Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


h.i:h=ij« 

Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei 864230 — 8651 67 



























io Sports 


NBA changes aimed at scoring boost 


ORLANDO (AFP) — After 
complaints that defence and 
dull play was dominating 
too many games. National 
Basketball Association offi- 
cials are making changes 
aimed at producing points 
and excitement 
“There's no doubt we 
have slowed down some," 
league vice president Rod 
Thom said. “The look of 
our game is not what we 
would like it to be," 

To change that the NBA 
will vote on a rule change 
on illegal defence before 
the end of the month that 
would halt the practice of 
keeping some players away 
from "the action during 


some plays. 


The league has already 
moved its" three-point arc 
back to its original distance 
after playing with the closer 
international version for the 
past three seasons. 

Defenders also will not be 
allowed to use their fore- 
arms when guarding rivals 
and an area where charging 
fouls are not called near the 
basket is being better 
defined. 

“Basically we are trying 
to encourage more driving 
to the basket." Thom said. 


"Our hope is that teams will 
get a few more shot oppor- 
tunities. We would like to 
force some people to devel- 
op a medium-range game." 

Another change being 
discussed is a code of con- 
duct, a move that follows 
several off-season legal 
troubles among NBA play- 
ers and officials, including 
Charlotte owner George 
Shinn. 

The NBA might also use 
two female referees next 
season. Dee Kantner and 
Violet Palmer are among 12 
referees who will audition 
during next month’s exhibi- 
tion schedule for up to five 
vacancies. 

Several referees’ jobs are 
in doubt as a result of tax 
fraud charges in connection 
with their use of plane tick- 
ets purchased by the league. 

Kantner and Palmer 
worked -in NBA exhibitions 
last season. 

Kantner is supervisor of 
officials for the Women’s 
NBA, for which Palmer is a 
referee. 


Stem warning hints at labour fight 


NEW YORK (AFP) — National Basketball Association commissioner David Stem 
hinted that rising player salaries would force owners to reopen the six-year labour deal 
signed in 1995. 

Back-to-back lockouts in the off-season and a fight between union leaders wanting a 
deal and player agents seeking more money marked the prior money disputes. 

In a deal signed two years ago, the owners received an option to reopen the pact after 
the coming season. Stem said owners want more profit. 

‘It just seems wrong to us that along with enormous potential increases in television 
revenue and higher salaries for players, there is lower profit for teams and higher tick- 
et prices for fans,” Stem said. 

These same owners committed more than $1 billion in long-term contract money last 
year, with Shaquille O’Neal taking home $121 million and Alonzo Mourning and 
Juwan Howard getting more than $100 million. 

"We feel the salary system may be out of whack," NBA deputy commissioner Russ 
Granik said. “Owners will have to start thinking about whether we have to go back to 
the bargaining table. We’re going to consider the situation.” 

Next year could produce another bidding frenzy between owners. 

Scottie Pippen’s contract expires with Chicago and Kevin Garnett, who rejected $103 
million offer to stay with Minnesota, leads a host of young talent 

NBA rules adopted in the new deal mandate three-year pacts for rookies. The first 
class entering the league under those rules becomes eligible for new deals next year and 
only one of 29 such players has signed to stay with his current dub. 

Teams can re-sign such players until October 1 . Teams then have until a February 
deadline to trade the player before he becomes a free agent next July. 

The players’ union is ready for a fight that could jeopardize the NBA’s position as the 
only major United States league without a labour shutdown. 

The union has elected Patrick Ewing, a member of the hard-line protesters of the 
1995 union deal, as its president 


Bulls trade for Pippen backup 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Reigning National 

Basketball Association 
champion Chicago traded 
for small forward Scott 
Burrell here Monday, a 
possible protection against 
losing star Scottie Pippen. 

The Bulls sent reserve 
forward Dickey Simpkins 
to Golden State in 
exchange for oft-injured 
Burrell, who played in 57 
games last eason and aver- 
aged 5.2 points and 2.8 
rebounds for Golden State 
and Charlotte. 

Burrell. missed 24 games 
after undergoing arthro- 
scopic surgery on 
December 27 to repair tom 
cartilage in his right knee. 

Pippen, who like Michael 
Jordan has played on five 
NBA championship 
Chicago teams in the past 
seven years, is entering the 
final year of his contract 
and has feuded with club 
management several times. 

Jordan signed a one-year 
deal worth $33 million and 
might also be in his final 
season with the Bolls, as 
might coach Phil Jackson, 
who signed a one-year deal 
that was dubbed his last by 
team management. 

Burrell, 26, averaged 11.5 
points in the 1994-95 sea- 
son before a tom Achillies 
tendon knocked him out of 
the final 17 games. 


He suffered through on 
injury-plagued 1995-96 
campaign in which he com- 
pleted his rehabilitation 
from the Achillies injury, 
but dislocated his right 
shoulder after 20 games. 
He dislocated the shoulder 
again in practice and had 
season-ending surgery. 

Burrell was shipped to 
Golden State last season 



NBA 
talent set 
for world 
defence 


Scottie Pippen attempts a dunk against Orlando’s Anfernee Hardaway (file photo) 

for guard Donald Royal Simpkins . averaged 1.9 last year and was never 

and appeared in 29 games points and 1.9 rebounds in activated for the club’s 

with the Warriors. 48 games 'with the Bulls playoff roster. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Expect to see 1996 
Olympic champions 
Shaquille O’Neal, Grant 
Hill and Gary Payton on 
the United States team that 
defends its title at next 
year’s world champi- 
onships in Athens. 

A National Basketball 
Association selection com- 
mittee charged with choos- 
ing the members of the 
U.S. team completed meet- 
ings last weekend and 
made its picks, although 
players must first accept 
the invitations. 

Joining O’Neal, Hill and 
Payton on the wish list are 
Washington’s Chris 
Webber; New York's Allan 
Houston, Charlotte’s Glen 
Rice, Minnesota’s Kevin 
Garnett, Milwaukee’s Vin 
Baker, Cleveland's Terrell 
Brandon and Atlanta’s 
Christian Laettner. 

The names will be offi- 
cially announced next 
month. Two more players 
will be named in May to 
complete the roster. 

Houston coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich will guide the 
U.S. team in Greece. 

“Dream Team IT’ won 
the world title in Toronto 
three years ago, but the 
taunting and trash talking 
of the NBA’s rising young 
stars was not well received 
and helped push for a line- 
up of more established 
players at the Atlanta 
Olympics. 


Foreman fights again in November 


MASHANTUCKET, 
Connecticut (AFP) — 
Former world heavyweight 
champion George Foreman 
will fight next on 
November 22, seven weeks 
shy of his 49th birthday, 
here against fellow 
American Shannon Briggs. 

Foreman, with a career 
record of 76-4, became the 
oldest world champion in 
boxing history in 1994 by 
knocking out Michael 
Moorer in the l Oth round to 


win the International 
Boxing Federation and 
World Boxing Association 
titles. 

But Foreman was 
stripped of both in 1995 for 
failing to fight designated 
opponents and has since 
been taking on lesser foes. 

Promoters had wanted 
Foreman to face unbeaten 
Hasim Rahman, whom 
Foreman- rejected. Rahman 
will instead face Obed 
Sullivan (27-1 with one 


drawn) on November 1. 

Light-heavyweight 
champion Roy Jones, who 
had never before faced a 
heavyweight foe, offered to 
face Rahman (23-0) but 
promoters wanted more 
time before such a fight 

Jones might fight again in 
January at San Diego in a 
prelude to the Super Bowl 
there. 

While Foreman tries to 
squeeze himself back into 


ture, the real crowns will be 
at stake later this year. 

Britain’s Lennox Lewis 
will face Poland’s Andrew 
Golota, twice disqualified 
against Riddick Bowe, in 
Atlantic City. New Jersey, 
on October 4 for the World 
Boxing Council title. 

IBF champion Moorer 
and WBA champion 
Evander Holyfield meet in 
Las Vegas on November 8. 

Holyfield was to have 


the heavyweight tide pic- . had a reconciliatory meet- 


ing with Mike Tyson -at a 
ceremony honoring 

Muhammad Ali last week- 
end in Ali’s hometown of 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

But Tyson, who bit off a 
chunk of Holyfield’s ear 
last June in their tide 
rematch, did not appear, 
instead sending a message 
that problems chattering an 
airplane kept him from the 
tribute. 
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Becker preparing to bow out 
as Davis post beckons 


MUNICH (AFP) — Former 
World No. 1 Boris Becker 
said Tuesday that this 
week's Grand Slam Cup 
would be his last major 
tournament as he winds 
down his glittering career. 

“It will certainly be some 
while before I play again 
against so many good play- 
ers," joked Becker, now 
ranked 17 in the ATP stand- 
ings, as he prepares to bring 
down the curtain on a 15- 
year career in which he has 
won six Grand Slam tides. 

The German, who is also 
the holder of the Grand 
Slam Cup but needed a 
wildcard to gain a berth this 
year, indicated he would 
still play some tournaments 
in 1998 although not Grand 
Slams. 

But the 29-year-old would 
not be drawn on his full 
plans for the future amid 
reports that he was favourite 
to replace long-serving Niki 
Pilic as German Davis Cup 
team coach after Pilic 
announced earlier he would 
step down when his contract 
expires next year. 

“I’ve done this job whole- 
heartedly now for 15 years 
but the day comes when you 
no longer derive the same 
pleasure from it as before, 
so I’ll just give it one more 
year." said Pilic, 58. 

Thai could open the door 
for triple Wimbledon cham- 
pion Becker, who is the 
number one target of Claus 
Stauder, president of the 
German Tennis Federation. 

To complicate the equa- 
tion. Michael Stich. another 
former Wimbledon champ, 
is also jockeying for the 



0 



Boris Becker 
position. 


Becker admitted that "dis- 
cussions are ongoing,” but 
added nothing concrete had 
been decided. “The rest is 
just speculation." he said. 

On the impending end of 
his top class career, Becker, 
who turns 30 in November, 
said he felt great sadness 
that the time had come to 
call it a day. 


Liverpool stun Villa 


LONDON (AFP) — Liverpool’s outstanding teenage 
prospect Michael Owerr showed what a talent he is -on 
Monday being responsible for two of their' gods as they ran 
out easy 3-0 winners over Aston Villa — the third succes- 
sive season that Villa have lost at Anfield by the same 
scoreline. 

The 17-year-old Owen was fouled by Gareth Southgate 
for their first goal which Robbie Fowler converted from the 
penally spot and then turned two defenders to set-up Karl- 
Heinz Riedle for the third which sandwiched another 
superb individual effort from Steve McManaman. 

Liverpool, who moved upto sixth in the table, were 
forced to make several changes to the team that drew 1-1 
with Southampton on Saturday because of injury but found 
it easy to penetrate a porous Villa defence and inflict the 
visitors fifth Premiership defeat of the season. 

It was Owen’s sparkling play on and off the ball that 
shone out and it was his pace which provoked England 
defender Darren Southgate to bring him down in the 56th 
minute with Fowler, making his first full appearance of the 
season, sending keeper Mark Bosnich the wrong way. 

McManaman, who almost left Liverpool for Barcelona at 
the beginning of die season, set the crowd buzzing in the 
79th minute picking up a misplaced pass in the centre cir- 
cle racing into the Villa penalty area ghosting past the 
unfortunate Southgate to place the ball to Bosnich’s right. 

In the dying seconds Owen made a run into the area and 
unselfishly pulled the ball back for Riedle, who had come 
on for Fowler, and the German made no mistake in netting 
his third goal of the season. 

Aston Villa’s former Liverpool striker Stan Collymore 
had a miserable night, booed all the time by the unforgiv- 
ing home supporters, and had just one header which sailed 
over the bar to show for his efforts. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHJUUF 
A TANHAH HRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as Soath 
you hold; 


the bidding with one no trump. 
What action do you cake? 


4A10979S8 CA 09 6 S *AK 


Q. 4 ■ East-Weet vulnerable, i 
South you hold in first' seat: 


NORTH EAST SOOTH WEST 
IO Paaa 1* Paaa 

10 Paaa 7 
Wh&t do you bid now? 


*10984 CAKQJ62 05 *107 
What action do you take? 


Q. 2 ■ Both vulnerable, a s South 
you bold: 


Q.5 - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 


*QJ3 UQH3 OAK 10 9 6 *Q 10 


C’AK J4 *KQ3 


NORTH EAST 
1* ' Pass 


north East soi 
10 1* ? 
What da you bid now? 


SOUTH WEST 


What do you bid now? 


Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hold: 


0.6 ■ Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 


AAQ9B75 OQ 1096 OK J *10 
Your right-hand opponent opena 


AA8 «K7 OAKQJ2 *A872 
What is your opening bid? 


TEL: 07V Jim 


PHILADELPHIA 


PHILADELPHIA " 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 


Bruce Willis.. in 


THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 


Robin Williams & 
Gene Hackman ...in 


THE BIRDCAGE 


Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


BAD COMPANY 


Shows: 12:30, 3 JO, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


Jack Nicholson. Glenn Close. 
Danny Devito 
& Pierce Brosnan...in 
MARS ATTACKS 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30) 


eoHComo -a- 


BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only j 


ABDOUN 


SI 


John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 


ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 


FACE OFF 


Shows: 3:30. 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


He revealed he would cer- 
tainly not be laying claim to 
the title of best player ever, 
which he regarded as 
belonging to Pete Sampras. 


Becker said former greats 
Bjorn Borg, Jimmy 
Connors. John McEnroe 
and Ivan Lendl all had a 
legitimate claim but 
Sampras “stands out from 
them all.” 


FILA pays 
Grant Hill 
$80 million 
for 7-year 
endorsement 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Italy-based sports shoe 
maker FILA Holding SpA 
has signed NBA forward 
Grant Hill to an endorse- 
ment contract of at least 
$80 million over seven - 
years. The Wall Street 
Journal reported Tuesday. 

The deal marks one of the ! 
richest sports endorsement .-J 
contracts ever and was 
eclipsed only by basketball -j? 
superstar Michael Jordan’s 
arrangement with Nike 
Inc., estimated at more than 
$20 million per year. 

The Journal said FILA 
signed Hill “in a higjF-C 
stakes bid to bolster its sag: |r 
ging fortunes" and added $ 
that, like the Jordan deal's' 
with Nike, it would give® 
the Detroit Pistons star "aM 
sweeping role" in FILA’s|s 
operations. r - 

Hill’s take surpasses 
Reebok international Inc.’s' 
$50-million. five-year pact 
with guard Allen Iverson of 
the Philadelphia 76ers as 
well as Nike’s five-year, 
$40-million contract with 
golf star Tiger Woods. 1 

In exchange for the cash, 
FILA. based in BieUa, 
Italy, will ask Hill “to boost * 
the company’s profile out- 
side the U.S., where bas- 
ketball shoe sales are grow- ^ 
ing," The Journal said. ^ 
The report noted that on a \ 
recent trip to ^ ^ 

Philippines, for ex 0111 ^ ^ 

Hill attracted some 30. 00^ ^ 
fans at a shopping 
dined with former 
dent Corazon Aquino^^Blj 
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The British world land speed record challenger ThrustSSC enters the measured mile 
on the Black Rock Desert on the second run of the day near Grelach, Nevada. Thrust 
SSC attained went far over the existing world land speed record but broken bolts 
from the first run prevented the jet car from completing its second ran under the one 
hour mandator} time limit. The car’s speed became the fastest ever by a car but did 
not qualify for the world record (Reuters photo) 

^British team sets land-speed record 


He nrvva.V 

te&t a»* fv 
te ikl r ft 

h= 
ir v 


i -.!>• 

gtsen !i 

ftd h.ttt- ; 
yattqsnk* 


I 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — Propelled 
by two Rolls Royce engines, the British 
vehicle Thrust SSC reached a record speed 
of 1,107.103 kilometres (687.941 miles) 
per hour in the Nevada desert on Monday. 

But the record may not be acceptable to 
land-speed authorities because Thrust 
SSC’s team apparently failed to meet all the 
required conditions. 

According to the information available on 
the British team's Internet site. Thrust SSC 
reached that speed at 1:25 p.m. (2025 
GMT) in the Black Rock Desert. 

The vehicle's average speed over a one- 
mile (1.6-kiIoraetre) stretch was 1,107.103 
kilometres (687.941 miles) her hour. But at 
one point the vehicle was clocked at 
1,108.808 kilometers (689 miles) per hour. 

To official! v set a new record, a vehicle 


must reach an average record speed over a 
one-mile (1.6-kilometre) course in less than 
an hour. 

Thrust SSC reached its record speed in 
two attempts some 80 minutes apart. 

The team was led by Richard Noble, 51, 
who holds the official world speed record 
in 1983 of 1,019 kilometres (633.468 
miles) per hour. 

Thai team and a ITS. team dubbed the 
“Spirit of America” have for several weeks 
been tried to set a new record, hoping to 
break the sound barrier. 

Since last year, the Thrust SSC team had 
undertaken their initial tests in Jordan’s A1 
Jafr desert in preparation for their record- 
breaking attempt where conditions of the 
track are very similar to the Black Rock 
desert in Nevada. 
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Jacksonville Jaguars’ quarterback Mark Brunei! prepares to throw in the first quar- 
ter as he moved the Jaguars to two touchdowns on consecutive drives against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers during Monday Night Football in Jacksonville, Florida (Reuters 
photo) 

Jaguars remain unbeaten 


| JACKSONVILLE (.AFP) 
" — Mark Brunell completed 
24 of 42 passes for 306 
yards and a touchdown, 
leading Jacksonville past 
Pittsburgh 30-21 in a 
National Football League 
game here Monday. 

Pittsburgh’s Norm John- 
son attempted a winning 


field goal on the game’s 
final play, but the kick was 
blocked and returned 58 
yards by Chris Hudson for 
a rouchdown. 

Mike Hollis kicked his 
third field goal of the game 
with 4:14 to play to put the 
Jaguars ahead 23-21. set- 
ting up the dramatic finish. 


The Jaguars (3-0) 
remained one of four 
unbeaten American football 
teams through the first 
month of the season. Den- 
ver, Tampa Bay and New 

England are all 4-0. 


FIFA looks 
at ways of 
improving 
World Cup 
spectacle 

i 

MONACO (AFP) — 
Expect football’s govern- 
ing body, FIFA, to clamp 
down on players who 
refuse to go back the full 
10 yards (9 metres) at free- 
kicks at next year’s World 
Cup in France. 

FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter has laid down 
guidelines for referees at 
the last two World Cups, 
and his clampdown on 
tackles from behind was 
especially welcomed at 
USA 94. 

FIFA director of commu- 
nications Keith Cooper, 
here to launch a FIFA 
approved weekly television 
programme at the Sportel 
international sports TV 
convention, said more of 
the same could be expected 
for France 98. 

“We have never laid 
down new rules, that's the 
responsibility of the 
International Board, we 
have simply identified 
areas of the game we felt 
needed clarifying,” he said. 

“The 10 yard rule at free- 
kicks is a constant source 
of irritation for players and 
fans and I expect we will 
be telling referees to make 
sure defensive walls are 
formed the full 10 yards 
from where the offence 
took place,” Cooper said. 

“If players don’t respect 
the rules then they can only 
expect to be booked. I 
know this causes some 
concern because it might 
be a player’s second yellow 
card and lead to his send- 
ing-off for what is a techni- 
cal offence, but players 
will just have to accept this 
is the price they will pay.” 
Cooper agreed the diffi- 
cult part was getting refer- 
ees to apply the rules uni- 
formly. This is why FIFA 
runs a special seminar 
before the tournament to 
thrash out any discrepan- 
cies. 

But it also poses a sensi- 
tive question about where 
the best referees come from 
as African and Asian offi- 
cials have come under fire 
in the past. 

“We do take into account 
the need to allow all conti- 
nents to be represented at 
football’s showcase but we 
will not go in for tokenism. 
We choose the best refer- 
ees,” he said. 

Cooper denied recent 
FIFA moves to clamp down 
on time-wasting by goal- 
keepers and having several 
balls available on touch- 
lines so players do not 
delay taking throw-ins 
were hurting the game by 
speeding it up. 

“We think we have saved 
10-minutes in actual play- 
ing time per match,” Coop- 
er said. “We’re not trying 
to speed up the game but 
save lost time.” 
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Tonight and tomorrow night 




Big vahieexcurs ion tour to see Amman and 
TYPICAL Jordanian wonderful dinner at 
KAJQ 2AJYMJ3 village half day tour. 

Pick up time at 18:00 From anywhere in Amman. 


Adults : 35:00 JD . Child : 20:00 JD . 


Please contact one of the following Travel Agencies : 

* DERBI TOURS AGENCY . TEL : 610933 -61 1860 

* LEGEND TOURS . TEL : 863444 - 864333 

* LORDS TRAVEL & TOURISM TEL : 6927I0U1 

* AFWAJ TOURS AGANCY . m ■' mw 


We look forward to hearing from you 


SHOPS FOR RENT 


JORDAN HOTELS AND TOURISM CO. 
Announces the availability of 23 
shops for rent in the InterContinental 
Jordan Hotel New Wing Arcade 
Jabal Amman. 

Interested people can submit 
their application to the following 
Address & 

Jordan Hotels & Tourism Co. 
P.0. Box: 35103 Amman 11180 Jordan 
Or t>y Fax 641371 


Bangkok confirmed as host 
of 1998 Asian Games 


KUWAIT (AFP) — The Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) 
reached an agreement with Thailand’s Olympic Committee 
on Thursday to ensure that Bangkok will be ready to host 
the 1998 Asian Games, officials said. 

“With the solution we have reached here in this meeting, 
Bangkok will host the (Asian) Games 1998," OCA presi- 
dent Sheikh Ahmad Fahd A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah of Kuwait 
said after a meeting of the OCA executive board. 

Officials said the OCA had signed a memorandum of 
agreement with the Bangkok Asia Games Organising Com- 
mittee (BAGOC) reasserting OCA authority for supervis- 
ing the organisation of the December 1998 games. 

The agreement ensures that existing committees will 
oversee (he preparations of BAGOC and that it meets its 
deadlines. 

One official involved in the agreement said: “It is more 
than a stem warning. This establishes certain key principles 
to ensure the games are a success.” 

The head of Thailand’s Olympic Committee pledged here 
earlier Tuesday to ensure the success of the Bangkok 
games. 

“As a military man, I give my word and shall do all my 
best to ensure that the Gaines are in good hands,” said Gen- 


eral Chettha Thaiiajaro, who is also head of Thailand’s 
army. 

“1 fully understand and am aware of your concerns" over 
delays in preparing for the Games, he said in a speech to the 
OCA executive board. “Please be assured that the Thai gov- 
ernment has given its fullest support to these Games.” 

Other Thai officials listed the work that has been 
achieved to date and tried to reassure the OCA that all the 
preparations would be ready on time. 

The executive board, chaired by Sheikh Ahmad, met ear- 
lier behind closed doors. It had been expected to question 
Thai officials and deliver a stem warning to Bangkok. 

The board was to decide if the Games would be moved 
from the Thai capital where preparations have lagged 
behind schedule amid political turmoil. 

Senior OCA officials had said die OCA executive was 
unlik ely to take the ultimate sanction of moving the event 
even though New Delhi, Shanghai and Pusan in South 
Korea have been sounded out as alternatives. 

OCA officials had said that moving the Games would 
prove a “loss of face” for Thailand, which is keen to host 
the event. 


Anderlecht in crisis 
after bribery scandal 

BRUSSELS (AFP.) — Disgraced Belgian giants Anderlecht 
were in crisis Tuesday, a day after UEFA imposed a ban on 
the club when they next qualify for Europe for bribing a ref- 
eree before their 1984 UEFA Cup semi-final second leg 
against Nottingham Forest 

As well as being banned from lucrative European compe- 
tition, Anderlecht also face a legal challenge for around $2.5 
million in compensation from former Forest players, includ- 
ing former England men Garry Birties and Steve Hodge. b 

Forest were denied a place In the final against eventual 
winners Tottenham Hotspur when former Anderlecht chair- 
man Constant Vanden Stock paid $30,000 to bribe Spanish 
referee Emilio Guruceta More, killed in a car crash in 1987. 

Anderlecht, twice winners of the Cup Winners Cup, won 
the second leg 3-0 to go through 3-2 on aggregate but only 
after a Forest goal, which television replays showed to have 
been legitimate, was disallowed. The Belgians also benefit- 
ed from a highly dubious penalty. 

UEFA further found that Anderlecht made a similar 
bribery attempt a year before the Forest saga when facing 
Czech side Banik Ostrava. 

Ironically the Belgians, who stand to lose an estimated $7 
million' in match receipts and broadcast rights because of 
their ban, went on to win the UEFA Cup that year, the refer- 
ee approached on that first occasion turning down the 
money. 

The scandal could further cost the club its sponsorship 
arrangement with Belgium's top financial establishment 
Generale de Banque. 

The inglorious storm has broken over Anderlecht’s heads 
at the worst possible moment as the club currently stands 
stranded in midtable, ten points behind unfancied leaders 
Lommel, after a poor start to the new season. 

The controversy deepened further Tuesday, for, while the 
Belgian media were unanimous in'tbeir view that justice had 
been seen to be done, the Belgian Football LTnion reacted to 
UEFA’s punishment with surprise and disappointment 

Acting secretary general Jan Peerers hit out at European 
football's governing body late Monday for “unilaterally” 
moving the goalposts in changing its rules to hand down 
sanctions more than ten years after the event. 

UEFA had initially said they could do nothing because its 
disciplinary rules require that allegations of misconduct are 
limited to one year for incidents on the pitch and ten years 
for everything else. 
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LUXURIOUS VILLA IN SWEIFIEH 
FOR SALE 


Built according to high construction specifications on a 
one dunum plot of land beside the Bosnian Embassy. 
The 500sq.m. villa consists of 4 bedrooms, spacious 
salons, terrace overlooking a big garden, American 
kitchen, fireplace, central satellite, garage and 
telephone. 

For information please call Tel. 856069, 
814669, 079-21947 from 10.00 a.m to 
9.00 p.m. (Attention: Sard Al Omari). 


Dajani Group of Companies 

has a vacancy for an 


Qualifications required: 

■ Fluent in English & Arabic 

■ Minimum five years experience 

■ Good computer skills 
(Excel! & Windows) 

■ Pleasant Personality 

■ Full time required 

If interested please send in tull 
confidence your C. V. by 
Fax no. 604525 or Call 663576 
& ask for Moral 

All appBcations wtttbo boated conflctentlcdfy. 



Seattle Mariners’ Ken Griffey, Jr_ watches his Ameri- 
can League leading fifty-fourth home run off Oakland 
Athletics’ starting pitcher Eric Ludwick at the Oakland 
Coliseum (Reuters photo) 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Baseball results after Monday's 
games. 


National League 


NYMets 

Pittsburgh 

Atlanta 

San Francisco 

Houston 


10 

3 

j 

U 

6 


Florida 
St Louis 
Montreal 
San Diego 
Cincinnati 


American League 


Detroit 5 Baltimore 

NY Yankees 8 Toronto 

Minnesota 5 Milwaukee 

Seattle 4 Oakland 

Cleveland at Kansas City — Canceled 


FOR RENT 


1 . A distinguished, new,- ground floor apartment 
(3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fitted kitchen. 
wash/maid|s room, car port for 2-3 cars, garden & 
telephone). 

2 . Two studios: Each consists of one bedroom, living- 
dining, full bath, fully fitted kitchen, telephone & 
satellite (fully furnished). 

Location: ShmeisanI, west of Marriott Hotel. 


Please cal): M. Jarrar/Tel.: (665972) 
Mobile (079 52522) 


TUDATH:. 

TRAVEL A TOURISM 




GIUSEPPE VERDPS 


Opera A 


IDA 


At The Temple Of Queen Hatshepsut 
Deir El Bahri 
Luxor, Egypt 
October 15-18,1997 

Tel: 694067- 700119 
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Briton condemned to death for 
murder, another jailed in Saudi 


Britain to appeal to Saudi 
minister to prevent lashing 


RIYADH (AFP) — A British 
nurse has been condemned to 
death and another Briton sen- 
tenced to flogging and eight 
years in a Saudi jail for die 
murder of an Australian col- 
league, lawyers for the vic- 
tim’s family announced 
Tuesday, 

The International Law firm 
(ILF), representing Yvonne 
Gilford's family, said Deborah 
Parry was found guilty of 
“intentional murder punish- 
able by death" while co- 
accused Lucille McLauchlan 
was jailed for "related 
offences," 

Saudi Arabia, under strict 
Islamic laws, carries out the 
death sentence by beheading, 
in public for men and behind 
prison walls for women. No 
Westerner has been executed 
in the kingdom for several 
decades. 

“Although the Giffords are 
gratified by these verdicts, 
nothing will bring Yvonne 
back. Our deepest sympathies 
go out to the Gilford family 
and we hope that with God’s 
help, they can now put this 
matter behind them." said the 
ILF. 

The Gifford family, under 
Islamic laws, has the right to 
spare the life of Parry and 
accept “blood money" but the 
Australian nurse’s brother, 
Frank Gifford, has so far ruled 
out the option. 

The ILF, in its statement, did 
not give a date for when die 


verdicts were handed down. 

McLauchlan, 31. and Pairy. 
41, have denied killing Gilford 
and say they were forced to 
sign confessions under threat 

of sexual abuse and after being 

promised plane tickets out of 
the kingdom. 

In the confessions which 
they retracted. Parry admitted 
to the fatal stabbing while 
McLauchlan said she used a 
pillow to smother Gilford’s 
cries, according to legal 
sources. 

The two Britons were arrest- 
ed shortly after the December 
1 1 killing of Gifford, a 55- 
year-old senior theatre nurse at 
the King Fahd military med- 
ical complex in the eastern 
dty of Dbahran. 

Their trial opened before an 
Islamic court in Khobar, the 
twin city of Dhahran. on May 
19. Chi Aug. 10, the court 
adjourned to deliberate on a 
verdict. 

A death sentence automati- 
cally goes up for appeal before 
a court of cassation and then 
before a supreme justice coun- 
cil The king has the last word, 
in a legal process that can take 
up to two years before execu- 
tion. 

Lawyers for the defence and 
for the Giffords said last 
month that the case was 
already sent up to the cassa- 
tion court in August, but with- 
out any verdict being 
announced. 


UNITED • NATIONS 
(AFP) — British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook 
announced Tuesday he 
would meet with the Saudi 
foreign minister in a bid to 
spare a British nurse from 
receiving 500 lashes. 

Mr. Cook, who has con- 
demned Tuesday’s sen- 
tence against British nurse 
Lucille McLauchlan as 
“wholly unacceptable," 
said his objective in meet- 
ing Prince Saud A1 Faisal 
was “to avoid the death 
penalty and to avoid any 
lashes.” 

“We need to make sure 
that the sentence is not 
carried out," he added. 
British officials said the 
meeting between the two 
foreign ministers was 
scheduled for Friday on 
the sidelines of the U.N. 
General Assembly session. 

McLauchlan was sen- 
tenced to eight years in 
prison and 500 lashes for 
complicity in the murder 
last year of Australian 
nurse Yvonne Gilford. 

Lawyers in Saudi Arabia 
said her co-defendant, 
British nurse Deborah 
Parry, had been convicted 
of murder and faces a pos- 
sible death sentence. 


However Mr. Cook said 
ai a news conference here 
that he was “not aware of 
any authoritative report” 
of the death sentence 
against Parry. 

Mr. Cook also played 
down suggestions that 
British-Saudi relations 
might suffer from the 
Riyadh court sentence, 
stressing that he was act- 
ing out of humanitarian 
motives amid a public out- 
cry in Britain. 

“We are deeply con- 
cerned by this judgement 
and particularly by the 
sentence of 500 lashes," 
Mr. Cook told BBC radio. 

“That is wholly unac- 
ceptable in the modern 
world. Nobody should be 
asked to put up with any- 
thing remotely approach- 
ing that kind of physical 
punishment." he said. 

British officials said that 
under Saudi law, a series 
of appeals were likely to 
take place before the lash- 
ing took place. 

Saudi Arabia, under 
strict Sharia law, beheads 
convicted murderers by 
the sword, in public execu- 
tions for men and behind 
prison walls for women. 


Second illegal radio station 
goes off the air in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — An ille- 
gal radio station owned by 
an opponent of Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
went off the air here 
Tuesday after its building 
was surrounded by the secu- 
rity forces, police said. 

The Voice of Beirut 
stopped transmitting at mid- 
night, police said. 

In a final broadcast, the 
owner of the station. Kama! 
Shatila. a Sunni Muslim 
who lives in Paris, accused 
Mr. Hariri’s government of 
trying to control public 
opinion. 

The Voice of Beirut was 
the second radio station 
forced to dose by the 
Lebanese authorities since 
Sunday. 

One person was killed, 
three wounded and 74 
arrested when the security 
forces stormed a radio sta- 


tion and television station 
operated by a Sunni Muslim 
group on Sunday in tbe 
northern dty of Tripoli. 

The radio station. Voice of 
Justice, and television sta- 
tion, The Crescent have 
been banned under a contro- 
versial broadcasting law 
passed a year ago to control 
unlicensed radio and televi- 
sion outlets. 

The September 1996 
broadcasting law was 
brought in to regulate 
Lebanon's radio and televi- 
sion stations which mush- 
roomed during the 1975-90 
dvil war. 

Critics of the legislation 
have accused the authorities 
of seeking to shut down 
opposition broadcasting sta- 
tions while allowing those 
owned by pro-Syrian mem- 
bers of the government to 
continue to operate. 


Syria has some 35.000 
troops in Lebanon and is the 
main powerbroker in the 
country. 

The Lebanese government 
in July tried to calm opposi- 
tion to the new law by 
granting several extra 
licences, notably to the 
Hizbollah television station, 
the Christian Phalange 
Voice of Lebanon radio sta- 
tion and the Communist 
party Voice of the People. 

A total of six private tele- 
vision stations and 15 radio 
stations are now authorised 
under the broadcasting law. 

Several other “illegal” 
broadcasters remain on air, 
including the Radio and 
Television of the Resistance 
in the eastern town of 
Baal beck which is con- 
trolled by Sheikh Subhi 
Tufaili, a former secretary- 
general of Hizbollah. 


Jewish lobby 
campaigns 
for Israeli 
membership 
of U.N. 
group 

UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — A Jewish lobby 
group on Tuesday took 
out a full-page advertise- 
ment in the New York 
Times to press for Israeli 
membership of a key U.N. 
group. 

The advertisement 
pointed out that because 
Israel was not a member 
of a regional group at the 
LLN.. Israel would never 
be eligible to sit on the 
powerful U.N. Security 
Council. 

The 1 85-nation U.N. 
General Assembly is 
divided up into five 
regional groups — 
African. Asian, Eastern 
European, Latin 

American and Caribbean, 
and Western European 
and others. 

Membership in a region- 
al group is essential , for 
countries to hold elected 
office at the U.N. 

The advertisement, 
taken out by the American 
Jewish Committee as the 
52nd General Assembly is 
meeting here, said that 
“by geography. Israel 
should be part of the 
Asian bloc, but such 
countries as Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia have pre- 
vented its entry for 
decades.” 

“Only Israel among all 
U.N. members is denied 
the right to belong to any 
regional group," the com- 
mittee said. 

Israel, as a “temporary 
measure,” is seeking 
membership in the 
Western European and 
others group, which 
includes such states as 
Canada, Australia and the 
U.S. 

U.S. Ambassador to 
U.N. Bill Richardson has 
pledged support for 
Israeli membership in the 
26-member group. 

But Western diplomats 
say that group members 
fear that by admitting 
Israel and putting Israeli 
diplomats up for various 
U.N. internal, elections, 
the group would jeopar- 
dise its chances of success 
because of opposition to 
Israel among other 
regional groups. 

Israeli diplomats here 
grumble that Israel has 
been “blackballed” by the 
regional group. 


Iranian suspect in Israel bomb 
plot claims mistaken identity 


BANGKOK (AFP) — An 
Iranian sentenced to death 
for plotting a bomb attack 
on the Israeli embassy here 
is to appeal against die con- 
viction claiming the courts 
tried the wrong man, reports 
said Monday. 

Hussein Dastgiri was sen- 
tenced to death in 1996. and 
the sentence upheld by the 
appeals court in June, for 
plotting to blow up the 
Israeli mission here three 
years ago with a home-made 
bomb. 

The Iranian authorities 
have consistently said 
Thailand had convicted the 
wrong person and that 
Dastgiri was not in the 
country when the plot was 
foiled by a Bangkok traffic 
accident. 

Dastgiri is to appeal to the 
country’s highest tribunal. 


the supreme court urging 
that his conviction be over" 
turned due to a case of mis- 
taken identity, the Bangkok 
Post reported. 

“He will maintain that the 
criminal and appeals courts 
based their decision on false 
evidence,” the paper quoted 
sources close to die case as 
saying. 

He will state in his petition 
that he was a trader involved 
in an import-export business 
with Malaysia who entered 
Thailand 10 days after the 
bomb plot was discovered 
on March 1 1, 1994. 

Dastgiri. along with the 
Iranian authorities, insists 
that the Thai police and 
courts convicted him as 
Hussein Shari arifar. ignor- 
ing the fact that his passport 
gave his name as Dastgiri. 
the report said. 


The plot to blow up tbe 
embassy in central Bangkok 
was uncovered when a 
truck was involved in a 
minor road accident with a 
motorcycle taxi. 

The driver fled the scene 
and police impounded his 
rented vehicle, only to dis- 
cover days later that it con- 
tained the body of the origi- 
nal driver and a huge bomb 
capable of massive destruc- 
tion. 

Dastgiri was arrested in 
southern Thailand following 
a manhunt for the plotters 
and was convicted by the 
criminal court of plotting 
sabotage and committing 
murder. 

Despite the Iranian protes- 
tations of the man’s inno- 
cence. the Thai authorities 
have said they are certain he 
was guilty. 


Iran, Turkey agree to return envoys 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
neighbouring Turkey have 
decided to send back their 
ambassadors to their posts in 
the other country, several 
months after they were 
recalled in a diplomatic row, 
Iran’s official news agency 
IRNA said Tuesday. 

The decision was taken in 
talks between Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi and bis Turkish 
counterpart Ismail Cera on 
the sidelines of the Ignited 
Nations General Assembly 
meeting in New York on 


Monday. 

IRNA. quoting officials 
accompanying Mr. Kharazi 
to New York, said the 
ambassadors would return 
shortly. 

Turkish-lranian ties suf- 
fered in February following 
a speech by Iran's ambas- 
sador in Ankara, 
Mohammad Baqeri, at a 
controversial rally in an 
Ankara suburb where he 
reportedly expressed support 
for efforts to bring Sharia 
(Islamic law) to Turkey. 

Turkey asked Iran to recall 


Mr. Baqeri and another 
Iranian diplomat in Istanbul, 
who allegttOy said publicly 
he detested Turkey's secular 
regime. 

Iran retaliated by asking 
Turkey to pull back its 
ambassador in Tehran and 
another diplomat in the 
western town of Oruroieh. 

Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami 
Monday criticised Turkey 
for planning joint military 
manoeuvres with Iran’s arch 
enemies, Israel and the 
United States. 



FIRST LADY'S SUCCESS AT WORK: Pamela Phelps, 23, (right) celebrates with 
her legal representative Cherie Booth, wife of British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
outside the high court Tuesday. Miss Phelps won £45,000 damages after she sued 
her former schools for failing to diagnose that she was dyslexic (Reuters photo) 



TAKING A BREAK: Twel ve-y ear-o 1 d Khaled Jannoun takes a break Tuesday from 
work at a Beirut metal shop to feed his parrot; Jikot, with seeds placed on his tongue. 
Khaled said the parrot has grown accustomed to eating from his tongue (Renters photo) 


Asylum-seekers in Jericho 
refuse to return to Israel 


JERICHO (AFP) — A 
group of Israelis who have 
sought “asylum” from the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) spurned 
attempts on Tuesday by an 
Israeli parliament member 
to convince them to return 
to their country. 

“I don’t want to return. I 
have nothing to return to 
since I have no home in 
Israel,” said Rafi Azizi. one 
of 14 Israeli Jews residing 
in a hotel in the West Bank 
city of Jericho. 

Israeli parliament deputy 
Maxim Levy visited the 
“asylum-seekers" Tuesday 
in a bid to “help them and 
convince them to return to 
Israel” 

“But whether they do so 
or not is entirely up to 
them," Mr. Levy told jour- 
nalists after meeting the 
group along with 
Palestinian security chief 
JibriJ Rajub. 


Most of the group are 
homeless Jews from 
Morocco, Tunisia and Iran, 
who came to Jericho on 
September 4, saying they 
were fleeing “racism" in 
Israel. 

In July they were among 
a group which took over 
publicly owned apartments 
in protest at the high level 
of rents in Israel, part of a 
housing crisis which the 
left-wing opposition says 
affects 100,000 families. 

Mr. Azizi said he had 
sought help from 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat “to arrange 
our return to Morocco.” 

But others were coutent 
to stay in the “hospitality" 
of the PNA, which has pro- 
vided them free housing in 
their Jericho hotel. “Life 
here is better than in Israel. 
At least here they respect 
the individual," said 
Miry am Buzit. 


A recent immigrant from 
Russia has also joined tbe 
asylum-seekers. “I saw 
them on television and 
decided I must join them.” 
he told Agence France 
Presse, identifying himself 
only as Mikhail. 

Mikhail said Lhat when 
he arrived in Israel he was 
detained briefly by the 
authorities on suspicion of 
being a member of the 
Russian mafia and of hav- 
ing stolen some $6 million 
in his home country. 

“If I had six million dol- 
lars would I have come to 
Israel? I’m sorry I ever 
came here ” he said. 

Mr. Arafat has not given 
an official answer to tbe 
Israelis' request for asy- 
lum. “But they are wel- 
come to stay here as long 
as they like," Mr. Rajub 
said. 


Bahraini papers blast Britain 
over human rights criticism 

‘Colonial policy begins to take shape again 
by intervention in internal affairs of nations’ 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahraini newspapers 
blasted Britain Tuesday 
for a resolution passed in 
the European Parliament 
criticising die Gulf emi- 
rate's human rights 
record. 

“The colonial policy 
begins to take shape again 
through intervention in the 
internal affairs of peoples 
and nations,” charged the 
English-language Bahrain 
Tribune, referring to the 
former administrative 
power in the archipelago. 

It said a Member of the 
European Parliament 
(MEP) from Britain’s 
Labour Party, Stanley 
Newens, lobbied bard for 
the parliament to criticise 
Bahrain's methods for 
putting down a three-year 
wave of unrest. 

“Perhaps this MEP will 
realise that his country no 
longer occupies the posi- 
tion it used to have in the 
region ... Britain has left 
and we do not accept its 
return,” said the Bahrain 
Tribune. 

Another daily, Al Ayam. 


said the European resolu- 
tion was “a purely British 
iuitiative intended to slan- 
der Bahrain politically in 
international forums." 

The unrest which has hit 
the Gulf state since 
December 1994. at a cost 
of 38 lives, amounts to ter- 
rorism. it said, noting that 
several Asian workers 
have been burnt alive in 
arson attacks. 

“The Bahraini people 
are resisting terrorism just 
like the British people 
against IRA’s terrorism.” 
the paper said, referring to 
Northern Ireland. 

The Bahrain Tribune 
also accused Britain of 
providing “support, pro- 
tection and facilities to 
Arab and Gulf terrorists” 
by granting asylum lo 
opposition figures. 

On Sunday? the Bahraini 
authorities rejected the 
criticism from the 
European Parliament and 
warned that such outside 
interference was only like- 
ly to trigger more vio- 
lence. 

A government source 


“denounced the justifica- 
tion that some parties 
abroad find for the acts of 
arson, destruction and 
killing of civilians” in 
Bahrain. 

•J'Hasty judgement and 
resolutions only encour- 
age more acts of anarchy 
and violence,” he warned. 

Last Thursday, the 
European Parliament con- 
demned “all forms of vio- 
lence, torture and terror- 
ism" carried out by the 
security forces or the 
opposition in Bahrain. 

It also urged the 
Bahraini authorities to 
allow international human 
rights monitors to visit the 
country, to open talks with 
opposition groups and 
hold elections. 

The main demands of 
the Shiite Muslim-led 
opposition in Bahrain 
have been the restoration 
of parliament, suspended 
by the ruling Al Khalifa 
family since 1975, and the 
release of political prison- 
ers. 



Dodi ? Diana love affair 
destined for tragic 
end — Kashoggi 


GENEVA (AFP.) — Saudi 
billionaire Adrian 

Kashoggi said the relation- 
ship between his nephew 
Dodi Fayed and Princess 
Diana was destined to end 
in tragedy because the 
British royal family would 
never have allowed a mar- 
riage. the Blick newspaper 
said Tuesday. “I personally 
think the two would never 
have been able to marry. 
The British royal family 
would never have allowed 
it. The story would have 
ended like all Romeo and 
Juliet dramas, in a tragic 
way." Kashoggi told the 
popular daily in an inter- 
view. 

Lensmen boycott 

anti-paparazzi 

Clooney 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Angry paparazzi loudly 
booed Hollywood star 
George Clooney at the 
world premiere of his new 
movie, “The Peacemaker." 
“Keep Walkin'" shouted 
one tabloid Lensman as 
outspoken paparazzi critic 
Clooney posed outside 
Manhattan's Ziegfeld 
Theatre here Monday. The 
photographers boycotted 
Clooney, focusing instead 
on co-star Nicole Kidman. 
“We just decided to give 
him a taste of his own med- 
icine,” said one photogra- 
pher of the actor who has 
criticised the paparazzi for 
a long time, dating before 
Princess Diana's death in 
Paris last month. 
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Danish bishop 
refuses to marry 
homosexuals 

VIBORG i AFP) — The 
bishop of this town in west- 
ern Denmark and local 
church officials on Monday 
rejected a call for them to 
officiate at homosexual 
marriages, a church source 
said. The decision marked 
the first such rejection in 
the kingdom following rec- 
ommendations in favour of 
homosexual marriages 
made by a working group 
set up by the country^ 
bishops- The kingdom’s ft 
bishops, who are divided 
on the issue, are to make 
known their position on the- 
matter in October. 
Denmark in 19S9 became 
the first country worldwide 
to allow civil marriages 
between homosexuals. 

Mafia bosses 
using Internet 
to launder money 

ROME (AFP) — Mafia 
bosses are surfing the 
Internet to launder their ill- 
gotten gains at the click of 
a button, according to 
Italy’s top anti-mafia 
judge. Pier Luigi Vigna, in 
remarks cited by the Italian 
press Tuesday, said the 
Internet was “a means of 
contact for those who have 
large funds to transfer, 
thanks to key words used in 
financial operations of that 
type." He was speaking at 
the presentation here of a 
CD-ROM on tire mafia and 
how to combat the under- 
world gongs. 

Council of 
Europe decides 
against cloning 

~RASBOURG (AFP) - 
le Council of Europe^ 
rliament Tuesday 
proved a draft resolution 
rich would strictly forbid 
: technique of human 
raing. The documentin' 
the first international 
; as lire to prevent cloning- 
d is due to be approv^J 
the 40 council beadso* 
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